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State of 
the Union

Word from 
the Board

Well, here we go again. 
As fresh, awake and alive as we possibly can. 
And yes, I know, it’s a rhyme.
I admit writing like that should be a crime.

However, let’s not boil the ocean, I’ll better get the ball 
rolling and be an eager beaver. 

So, as eager as I am, looking around my room, search-
ing for inspiration to make this “Word from the Board” 
just as entertaining and informative as the last, I re-
alize that the wall I’m facing, yes I mean it literally, is 
actually a perfect summary of the last few months.

How come? Let me explain. All the way to the left there 
is a poster that shows the word “Coffee” in all kinds of 
different sizes, colors, and variations, right next to it, 
nailed to the wall, a giant sign that says “If you don’t 
know where you’re going any road will get you there”. 
I don’t know about you, but to me that describes the 
course of last exam period quite accurately. Long 
nights, hustling over the keyboard of my laptop, a liter 
of coffee rushing through my blood, and in my head, a 
little voice trying to convince me that giving up would 
be just fine and definitely much easier. 

Yet, two necklaces, covered in glitter, looking like they 
just got dragged through a rainbow remind me that, 
there is nothing a little unicorn dust or Summer Nights 
couldn’t cure. 

Besides even if that doesn’t work I still “keep cruis-
ing, can’t stop, won’t stop moving, it’s like I got this 
music in my mind saying, “It’s gonna be alright””. Or 
something like that. 

On behalf of the XVth Board of USA Nijmegen,

Ina Holzapfel
Chairwoman 2017-2018
 

  

 

 

It’s (almost) the most wonderful time of the 
year: Christmas time. The perfect time to set 
aside our differences and get together, pref-
erably near a fireplace, with good food and 
warm lights. Of course there’s more than one 
way to celebrate this holiday. Matthijs Koster 
takes us to the swamps of Louisiana for a 
Christmas celebration that sounds familiar 
and yet quite different from what might first 
come to mind when you think of Christmas.

Another December holiday that you might not 
know the ins and outs of is also around the 
corner. Wouter Peer explains what Hanukkah 
is all about.

2017 has been an interesting year to say the 
least, but for USA Nijmegen and American 
Studies it has been a year full of milestones. 
This year, Prof. dr. Hans Bak is retiring after 
40 years of teaching. 2017 also marks the 
30th year of American Studies in Nijmegen 
and USA Nijmegen’s third Lustrum. The Issue 
will celebrate USA Nijmegen’s Lustrum with 
a special Lustrum Edition of The Issue later 
this year but since Hans Bak gives his farewell 
address on December 15th, this Issue is dedi-
cated to him with an exclusive interview.

I hope all of you have a holly jolly Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Kwanza, Fiesta of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, St. Lucia Day, Three Kings Day, 
Omisoka, Yule, Saturnalia or any other hol-
iday you are celebrating (yes, Festivus too).  
And a happy New Year!

Enjoy,

Ibrahim Alaoui
Editor-in-Chief
2017-2018

editorial
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Vincent Veerbeek Despite the fact that on the whole there 
have recently been some minor improve-
ments in the situation of Indigenous 
people across North America, they remain 
a severely underprivileged group. In many 
ways, they are still stuck between a rock 
and a hard place, facing various problems 
including substance abuse, poverty and 
high suicide rates. It is possibly the worst 
for Indigenous women, as they are much 
more likely than women of other ethnic-
ities to be assaulted or raped. That is why 
many Indigenous people have spoken out, 
protesting in real life and on social media, 
taking to Twitter to address this issue using 
the hashtag #MMIW (Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women). For the most 
part, however, their demands have gone 
unheard and outside the Native community, 
this topic has not even remotely caused the 
amount of outrage it deserves.

It is hard to find exact numbers of how 
many women fall victim to rape, abuse and 
murder, but according to statistics from 
2015 by the National Congress of American 
Indians, three out of five Native women 
in the United States have been assaulted 
at some point in their life. Other sources 
report even higher figures. Numbers from 

#MMIW
Canada are equally bleak, as data from 
the Native Women’s Association of Cana-
da documented 582 cases of MMIW over a 
span of roughly fifty years, about 39 per-
cent of which occurred after 2000. Once 
you get past the numbers, things possibly 
get worse, as it is not hard to find dozens 
of gruesome stories about women and girls 
who have disappeared without a trace or 
who have been found dead. These incidents 
include both domestic violence and acts of 
violence in public. Perhaps most shocking-
ly, Indigenous women fall victim to these 
kinds of crimes much more frequently than 
any other ethnicity. Why this is the case is a 
difficult question to answer, but for a large 
part it has to do with the systemically dis-
advantaged position that Indigenous wom-
en find themselves in, both as women and 
as persons of Indigenous origin. The legal 
system makes it difficult to punish perpe-
trators, politicians do very little, and all too 
often law enforcement are on the wrong 
side, failing to protect Indigenous women 
or even inflicting harm themselves.

Yet all hope is not lost, as recent events in 
Canada look particularly promising and the 
country has taken major steps to address 
its flaws. Following the investigations into 
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Dearest reader, 

Hopefully, you all survived your first exam 
weeks of the year (and all the great events 
USA Nijmegen has been hosting so far). 
Luckily, your OpCo did! During sever-
al meetings, we have been discussing all 
kinds of issues concerning our curriculum 
and other study-related subjects. Also, we 
will soon start with the first round of the 
student panel discussions, and we are very 
much looking forward to hearing your input 
on what is going well and what could be 
done better within the English department.
 
Some of you already reached out to us with 
comments, queries and/or suggestions for 
improvement. Thank you very much! We 
want you to know that we take your 

remarks very seriously and that we will 
thoroughly discuss all of them during one 
of our meetings (anonymously, of course). 
It is important for us as the OpCo to know 
students’ opinions, and we really appreciate 
the feedback we get from you. So, do not 
hesitate to send an e-mail to olcengam@
gmail.com!

If you have any questions, we are very 
happy to help you wherever we can. As for 
now, enjoy reading this edition of The Issue, 
happy holidays (you can never say this too 
early), and see you in 2018! 

Lots of love,

The OpCo 

OpCo

the residential school system by the Truth 
and Reconciliation commission, a National 
Inquiry into Murdered and Missing Indig-
enous Women was launched in 2017. This 
second independent commission is look-
ing into these problems and is expected to 
present its findings sometime in late 2018 
or 2019. There have been several problems 
with the commission’s methods in particu-
lar, but if successful, this investigation can 
give a better understanding of the extent of 
the problem and maybe offer a path toward 
resolution.

Here it is important to draw a distinction 
between the United States and Canada, 
as the approaches the two countries are 
taking differ greatly. Although there has 
been some legislation to help protect Native 
women in the United States, it has not been 
addressed as a separate issue and there 
certainly has not been an acknowledgement 
of past or present wrongdoing. Instead, 
provisions to protect Native women have 
been included in a more general bill. The 
Violence Against Women Act was passed in 
1994 following an initiative by then-senator 
Joe Biden, and is still in effect today. Among 
other things, the law provides support for 
Indigenous tribes and tribal organizations 

to combat domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking against 
women. It also provides grant money for 
research into the problem of violence 
against Indigenous women. Although the 
law is still far from perfect, even after 
several revisions, it is a step in the right 
direction and things continue to get better 
ever so slowly. A 2015 update for example 
has made it easier for tribes to take action 
against non-Native offenders. 

This account only touches upon the surface 
of a highly complex issue, but what is clear 
is that both Canada and the United States 
have a long way to go in terms of reconcil-
ing their past. Still, the fact that something 
is being done and that there are so many 
people willing to fight is encouraging, espe-
cially because the issue of MMIW is in many 
ways the outcome of systemic problems 
caused by continuing settler colonialism. 
Tackling this issue may help bring about 
full-scale decolonization in the long term.
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Ibrahim Alaoui

Interview 
with Hans Bak

Prof. dr. Hans Bak has been an iconic figure in American Studies for 
years, especially in Nijmegen but also far beyond its borders. In his ca-
reer of 4 decades he has enthused many with his lectures and greatly 

improved the position of American Studies in Nijmegen, so it was a true 
honor to sit down with him for this interview.

Besides teaching you have also conducted a 
lot of research and even published a book on 
Malcolm Cowley. What inspired you to write 
a book about him? 
I have always been curious about links be-
tween literature and culture, politics and so-
ciety. I did my Master Thesis on Frank Norris 
and William Dean Howells, two 19th century 
authors who flirted with Socialism because 
I wanted to find out how authors dealt with 
social issues in such a turbulent era.
When I was about to do my dissertation I talk-
ed with my supervisor, Professor Janssens, to 
find a topic that connected politics and litera-
ture which pretty quickly led us to the 1930s, a 
time when a lot of American writers developed 
left leaning political views. Malcolm Cowley 
came to mind, a WW1 volunteer who had lived 
in Paris in the 1920s with other big names in 
Modernism, a group also known as “the Lost 
Generation”. What I found most interesting 
about Cowley is that in the 1920s he refrained 
himself from taking any political stance and 
only after the Wall Street Crash he switched 
to left-wing politics. My supervisor, Professor 
Janssens, knew of a large collection of Cow-
ley’s personal papers in the Newberry Library 
in Chicago, so as a 27-year-old PhD student I 
went there for a year to write my dissertation 
on the early life of Cowley and about how his 
ideas and views on literature, society and poli-
tics came to be. The dissertation ended up be-
ing published in the US. For a long period after 
that, my research on Malcolm Cowley moved 
to the backburner and I published many es-
says on contemporary literature. But in 2014 I 
published a collection of his letters, including 
the many letters he wrote to famous authors 
like Fitzgerald and Faulkner. This book was 
published by the Harvard University Press and 
it was very well received, with reviews in the 
New York Times, the New Yorker and the New 
Republic, which I had have never expected. 
My next goal is to write a complete biography 
about Malcolm Cowley, which I finally will 
have time for now that I’m retiring.  

You have been a professor of American Stud-
ies for quite some time. What did you like 
the most about teaching?
My favorite thing about teaching has been to 
make young people enthusiastic about litera-
ture. Literature may not be the favorite subject 

How did you get started in American Stud-
ies?
I started studying English in 1970. One of the 
reasons for my fascination with America, like 
many of my contemporaries was the music of 
Simon and Garfunkel and the protest songs 
of Bob Dylan. These songs were often in such 
sophisticated English that I couldn’t always 
figure out their precise meaning. I must 
admit that after 40 years of American Stud-
ies I sometimes still don’t know what Dylan 
means exactly, but that doesn’t really matter. 
I got interested in American literature partly 
because of the inspiring example of Professor 
Janssens. He focused very much on what was 
at that time happening in the world of Amer-
ican literature. As one of the first students 
from Nijmegen I went on exchange to a small 
private college in New Hampshire and it was 
there that I started studying, next to liter-
ature, history, political philosophy and art. 
Looking back, that was the first time I really 
started doing American Studies. Experiencing 
America first hand was also an unforgettable 
experience. There was no American Studies 
yet, so I studied to become a teacher at the 
high school level, when I came across a job 
opening for a junior assistant in the field of 
American literature. I got that job and from 
there on I worked my way to professor.
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of a lot of students but I flatter myself with 
the thought that my enthusiasm and the way I 
encourage students to investigate problems in 
society through literature has made the differ-
ence. After all, learning to read and think crit-
ically is also very helpful for solving problems 
you might encounter in your own life.

Least favorite thing about teaching? 
The big piles of papers that need to be graded 
and the short time window in which to do this, 
combined with the bureaucracy are things I’m 
not going to miss.

You have seen USA Nijmegen come to be and 
develop over the years. In your opinion, has 
much changed?
The way I see it, not that much has changed, 
because the existence of USA Nijmegen has 
always been of great importance. Of course it 
has had different incarnations throughout its 
history. Just like The Issue, which started as 
the Yankee Doodle and then turned into Take 
Five and now The Issue, in a similar way, both 
the magazine and USA Nijmegen itself have 
become more and more professional. In its 
early days, USA Nijmegen primarily focused 
on providing festivities while in recent years 
it has also played a more academic role by 
organizing things like lectures and excursions 
which I am very glad to see. I also think that 
it is incredibly important for the American 
Studies program that we have an active and 
dynamic study association and that there is 
open communication between faculty and 
study association. 

You are also a Canada expert. What is your 
view on how Canada is dealt with in the 
American Studies Bachelor?
I think it would be a real addition to the Amer-
ican Studies program if it incorporated Canada 
as a subject in a more systematic way. Canada 
is a very intriguing subject. I find it especially 
very interesting to look at the US through the 
eyes of Canadians, particularly because the 
Canadian view resembles the way the Dutch 
see the US. And most of America’s sharpest 
critics are in fact Canadian. 

In your opinion, are there any books every 
American Studies student should (have) 
read? 
If I was ever stranded on an uninhabited island 
and could only take one or two books, I would 
certainly take The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn by Mark Twain. It has the reputation of 
being a children’s book, but I also think it’s a 
wonderful epic that every adult should (have) 
read. The story of a white 14-year-old outcast 
and a runaway slave who go down the Missis-
sippi River and form this beautiful black and 
white friendship. Huck has to learn how to let 
go of all his internalized prejudices against 
slaves, which he eventually does and then the 
two, black and white, can finally connect as 
people. Another remarkable book is The Book 
of Negroes by Lawrence Hill which is about a 
girl who is kidnapped in Africa at age 12, and 
goes through the Middle Passage to work as a 
slave in North Carolina. During the Civil War 
she escapes to Canada, which was advertised 
as a haven, only to find out that there’s just 
as much racial violence and slavery there. It’s 
one of my favorite books of the last 10 years. 
For those who are interested, a mini-series 

based on this book is currently running on 
Fox. 

Any message to (prospective) American 
Studies students?
I think it’s important to realize that following 
the American Studies program does not just 
makes you an expert in the United States but 
also makes you think and work in an interdis-
ciplinary way. You learn to look at a subject 
through many different lenses which enhanc-
es you intellectual flexibility and this helps to 
quickly adapt to new areas. That skill can be 
used to boost your chances when looking for 
a job and it’s a skill that is becoming increas-
ingly desirable in areas such as the Media. 
Many American Studies alumni have ended 
up at great places, like Liesbeth Koenen, who 
became personal assistant to Frans Timmer-
mans. There are always people who end up 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or at other 
diplomatic jobs, in journalism, and of course 
in research, like Diederik Oostdijk, who be-
came professor at the VU. But you can’t expect 
to be offered a job just because of your degree, 
it’s about your own character and talents and 
how you present yourself on the job market. 
It’s of vital importance that you realize what 
you have learned, what you are worth, and 
how you can present yourself. My vision for 
American studies is a positive one, if you com-
mit yourself to mastering an interdisciplinary 
approach, then it’s guaranteed you will end 
up at a wonderful place, in the Netherlands, 
Europe or even the United States.



Pip van der Zanden

It happened in Dallas on 22 November, 1963. 
President John F. Kennedy was struck by two 
bullets, one in the head, one in the neck. This 
is what we know, but the rest of the assassi-
nation is cloaked in mystery. Did Lee Harvey 
Oswald truly act on his own? 

In 1992, a law was passed by George H.W. Bush 
that all records associated with the assassina-
tion are to be released within 25 years, unless 
the president decides they could mean harm 
to law enforcement or intelligence. This No-
vember, the National Archives have released 
countless FBI documents that contain infor-
mation on what happened before, after and 
on the day of the assassination, but did they 
really say anything? Let’s put on our tinfoil 
hats and dive into the files.

Conspiracies
About 70% of Americans don’t believe Oswald 
was working on his own. There are a lot of 
theories about who was behind the assassina-
tion. Some of them have to do with the angle 
of the bullets that hit the president. According 
to some people, the trajectory of the bullets 
didn’t match Oswald’s sniping spot on the 
sixth floor of a book depository. They sug-
gest there must have been a second gunman 
to make the assassination possible. There 
are other theories about bigger conspiracies. 
Some suggest the CIA had something to do 
with it. Some agents might have been angry 
about the invasion at the Bay of Pigs, a failed 
invasion in Cuba undertaken by the CIA under 
orders by JFK. Others blame the KGB, or even 
the mafia, because of Robert Kennedy’s prose-
cution of organized crime.

Soviet’s reaction
The USSR had its own conspiracy theories. Ac-
cording to a memo forwarded by FBI Director 
Hoover, the Communist Party believed that 
the assassination was the result of a well-or-
ganized, ‘ultraright’ conspiracy. The USSR 
was convinced it was part of a coup planned by 
not just one person, but a planned campaign 
containing several people. They also claimed 
there was no connection between the Soviet 

Union and Oswald. The CIA, however, inter-
cepted a call from Oswald after the assassina-
tion. He was in Mexico City at the time, and 
he was on the phone with a KGB officer in the 
Russian Embassy in Mexico. He was speaking 
in broken Russian, trying to get a visa or a 
passport. 

CIA plotted with mafia
Something that doesn’t say an awful lot about 
Kennedy’s assassination, but is still very in-
teresting, is the CIA’s plot to assassinate Fidel 
Castro. The most fascinating aspect about 
these plans, is that the CIA planned to have a 
member of the mafia hire a gunman. The man 
named Sam Giancana was to receive $150,000, 
so that Castro could be killed. Eventually, 
Kennedy’s brother, Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy advised against it, because it would 
make it more difficult to prosecute the Sicilian 
mobster. This information doesn’t seem to 
be relevant to the assassination of President 
Kennedy, but it does make you think. If the 
CIA was really capable of plotting with the 
mafia, what else could they have been plan-
ning?

Underwhelming
Most of the new files don’t contain 
earth-shattering new information. On the 
contrary, everything is pretty underwhelm-
ing and seems to raise questions rather than 
answer them. The information released by the 
National Archives doesn’t require any secre-
tion, so why did the intelligence agencies go 
out of their way to keep them from the public? 
Is it because they are secretly responsible for 
the death of Kennedy and the spreading of the 
Illuminati throughout America, or because 
they don’t want to own up to their mistakes? 
The investigation around the JFK assassina-
tion was a mess, a documented mess. The 
agencies ignored leads and witnesses, cov-
ered up plots to assassinate foreign leaders. 
Not only is it difficult to admit to this kind 
of incompetence, it also makes the FBI and 
CIA lose credibility and authority. Maybe the 
mystery that is Kennedy’s assassination is not 
as much a mystery, as it is an investigative 
failure.
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The truth hidden in 
the Kennedy files
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Loïs MachelessenThe Black Lives Matter movement, founded 
by three women in 2014 after the death of 
Treyvon Martin, has garnered a lot of media 
attention in the last couple of years. From 
the Ferguson protests to online protests, 
the movement has been a powerful voice in 
affirming the humanity of Black lives. At the 
center of BLM’s organizing are people who 
are queer and transgender, disabled, undoc-
umented, formerly incarcerated, female, and 
all people along the gender spectrum. As of 
recent, the movement changed its name to 
Black Lives Matter Global Network, signaling 
the universal character of the movement. At 
this moment, there are 37 chapters within 
the United States, and five outside, but with 
this name change comes the intention to start 
more chapters, especially in southern Africa. 
Black Lives Matter Global Network went from 
a United States activist movement to a global 
movement, advocating for Black lives.

This name change came around the same time 
as the FBI designated a new group of domestic 
terrorists: “Black Identity Extremists”, BIE 
for short. It categorizes Black activists as a 
threat to national security. The intention is 
to neutralize people or organizations whose 
attitudes or beliefs the federal government 
perceives as threatening. While the term is 
new, it did not exist before the Trump admin-
istration, its implications are an eerie remind-
er of tactics used against civil rights leaders 
in the previous century. This tactic was used 
against Martin Luther King Jr., the Black 

Panthers, and basically every major advocate 
for the rights of Black people in US history. In 
contrast, the FBI has no such term as “White 
Identity Extremist”, even though there has 
been an exponential rise in attacks carried 
out by white supremacists since 2008. White 
supremacists have already carried out more 
attacks than any other domestic extremist 
group in the last 16 years combined. While the 
road for the Black Lives Matter Global Network 
has never been easy, this BIE-categorization 
is a direct threat to the movement and other 
Black activists. This is also why the aforemen-
tioned name change is important. By changing 
its image from an American-based organiza-
tion to a global network, the future of the BLM 
movement is guaranteed. This became clear in 
the beginning of November, when the move-
ment received the 2017 Sydney Peace Prize. 
This Peace Prize was given, as the committee 
stated, “For building a powerful movement 
for racial equality, courageously reigniting a 
global conversation around state violence and 
racism. And for harnessing the potential of 
new platforms and power of people to inspire 
a bold movement for change at a time when 
peace is threatened by growing inequality and 
injustice”. There sure is some irony in the fact 
that the movement was categorized as a threat 
to national security in one part of the world, 
while being lauded for its commitment to 
civil rights in another. As for the future of the 
movement, I think Kendrick Lamar was right, 
they gon’ be alright.

Name change, identity change, category change

Current state of 
Black Lives Matter
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Applachian 
State
It all started on the 13th of August: the in-
ternational group packed up their bags, left 
Charlotte Airport and excitedly embarked 
on their adventure abroad that would start 
in a small, yet lively town: Boone, North 
Carolina. On the bus ride, we already 
received a first impression of what the Ap-
palachian region had to offer: picturesque 
mountains towered high in the air, smooth 
carpets of green unfolded themselves in 
front of our eyes. Every now and then, a fal-
con flew across the deep blue sky, circling 
over miles of untouched land. Needless to 
say, it was love at first sight. 

After the welcome of a highly entertaining 
university staff and a phenomenal interna-
tional orientation week, the campus life at 
AppState started in full swing. Thousands 
of students roamed the streets of the uni-
versity, engaging in all kinds of activities 
that invited us over to join: whether it was 
a group of hipsters that did some cool tricks 
on the slack line, students playing Ultimate 
Frisbee in the park or dog-lovers that were 
happy to let you pet their puppies. From 
the very first moment, it became clear 
that AppState is more than just a place to 
study. It is a diverse community that wel-
comes everyone regardless of their cultural 
backgrounds. No one gets left behind, and 
especially internationals have a wide range 
of choices to get in touch with the locals. 
One of these opportunities is the inter-
national friendship program that enables 
students from around the world to experi-

foreign affairs
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ence American family life at first hand. City 
trips, hiking adventures throughout the 
Blue Ridge Parkway, shared meals, pump-
kin carving and countless other experienc-
es turn into unforgettable memories that 
international students share with their 
local families. Even if one is less inclined 
to commit to a specific family, howev-
er, the locals’ hospitality remains a loyal 
companion throughout Boone. Community 
members at the Watauga Farmer’s Market 
surprised us not only with amazing organic 
products, but happily invited us over to visit 
their apple farms or to share a traditional 
meal with them. 

Besides the culture, the weather too can be 
quintessentially Southern. Boone is one of 
the regions in which you can experience all 
four seasons in a single day, which turns 
dressing up in the morning into aguessing 
game. Even for these circumstances, one 
week was quite special. The entire town 
flooded on Monday due to excessive rain, 
on Wednesday it was a nice 75 degrees 
Fahrenheit (24 degrees Celsius), and on 
Sunday it snowed. Especially the flooding 
was an interesting experience. The stairs on 
campus literally transformed into water-
falls and what used to be a creek turned into 
a whirling river. “Stay dry!” became the 
new “goodbye” of teachers and students 
alike, a wish that turned out to be unac-
complishable even for those with the most 
waterproof clothing. If you are interested 
in footage of this experience, search for 

Mae Müller &
Robin Stafleu

‘’Historic Boone Flooding - October 23rd, 2017’’ 
on Youtube!
 
As we all know, sport is massive in Ameri-
can college life. Appalachian State is known 
for its football team that claimed the 
national title in ’05, ’06, and ’07, which led 
to a massive growth of the student popula-
tion. Even for those who aren’t really into 
American Football, there are plenty of other 
options. The weirdest perhaps being quid-
ditch. Yeah, quidditch! We have seen this 
with our own eyes and it is quite something 
to see young adults running around with a 
broomstick between their legs, attempting 
to throw a ball through a hoop. In general, 
you can do what your heart desires in terms 
of sport. You can organize this by yourself 
or in so-called intramural teams, which 
are self-made teams that compete with 
other universities. AppState also has many 
outdoor programs, varying from rafting to 
caving and since you will be a student here, 
you will get a nice discount. The university 
colors of black and gold are present every-
where on campus and students wear the 
AppState clothing with pride, supporting all 
the teams that are here. 

I’m sure y’all get the gist of it, Boone is 
pretty awesome. If you’re a big city type of 
person it might not be the best choice for 
you, but if you prefer a smaller, close-knit 
community in a beautiful landscape that 
you can explore while you are here, Boone is 
just right for you! 
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the big picture
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F(r)amed: Blade 
Runner 2049

Rindert OostThe original Blade Runner from 1982 was loosely 
based upon a relatively unknown, but interesting 
novel by Philip K. Dick titled Do Androids Dream 
of Electric Sheep? (the title for Blade Runner 
was taken from another novel, like I said: “it 
was loosely based.”). The novel, set in the near 
future, is about a post-World War (World War 
Terminus) earth, something that is not refer-
enced in the movie, where most of humans have 
migrated to off-world colonies along with their 
androids (yes, even the term Replicants is not 
from the original novel). The ones that are left 
behind in the decaying city of Los Angeles are 
the ones that lack the IQ to move to a colony on 
another planet. Its central focus is the questions 
what real is and what not. 

This setting was great for a movie. Right from 
its publication, multiple directors and producers 
were interested in adapting it to the big screen. 
Screen writers David Peoples and Hampton 
Fencher were eventually the ones who got the 
opportunity to make a movie out of it. They 
involved Ridley Scott, a visual mastermind and 
director of the acclaimed sci-fi horror movie, 
Alien. However, this was in their eyes a misstep, 
because when Scott became involved, their story 
changed. He altered the plot and changed the 
personality of Rick Deckard, the protagonist. He 
even left out Philip Dick of the adaptation of his 
own novel, which Dick understandably hated. 
Moreover, the production was a mess, went 
over-budget and had to be rescheduled to the 
summer of 1982.

When the movie was finally released, critics and 
viewers alike were not overwhelmingly positive 
about the movie. The reviews were mixed. Peo-
ple were often confused with the plot, because 
Scott had last minute cut crucial scenes, which 
changed the complete outcome of the movie. 
This, along with the fact that another classic by 
Steven Spielberg titled E.T.- the Extra Terrestri-
al was released that same summer, resulted in 
a box office flop. Scott, the writers, and studio 
thought that they had failed and that this was 
the end for Dick’s ideas and philosophy of his 
novel.

However, things turned out differently. Blade 
Runner became a real cult classic, because it 
had so many elements of science-fiction that 
other movies of the same genre lacked. It had a 
protagonist, who perhaps was not a human plus 
not a real hero. Moreover, it foreshadowed a 
doom world, rather than an optimistic one. Even 

Scott got back on his feet and remastered Blade 
Runner and made seven new cuts of the movie, 
with each cut changing the main plot point over 
and over again. This entire cult idea that was 
now part of Blade Runner, is the main reason 
Hollywood decided to make another movie about 
this universe about thirty-five years later.

Blade Runner 2049 goes pretty much in central 
themes after the old movie, but is not really a 
sequel as many would think but more a stand-
alone movie using the same universe. It expands 
the Blade Runner world as it was known to us, 
going beyond Los Angeles, showing more of the 
devastating nuclear war that destroyed all nearly 
all animal life (owning real animals is a sign of 
wealth). It has a different protagonist, agent K, 
who we soon learn to be a replicant himself. He, 
just like Rick Deckard did in the original, retires 
(i.e. kills) older generation replicants that came 
back from the off-world colonies. He discovers a 
secret and tries to unravel the mystery.

This is only the surface of the deeper message of 
the movie, which still focuses on Dick’s notion 
of what is real and what is not. Is an android 
that closely resembles a human, and can think 
on its own, with feelings and emotion, real? 
Or is it a creation, a combination of ones and 
zeros that is just a representation of what we as 
humans can do? And what does it mean to be 
human? If androids are so closely related to us, 
is there even something we call human? Are we a 
unique species or are we easily replicated? Apart 
from these questions, it also asks whether we 
are moving into a more corporate world where 
the division between different classes becomes 
increasingly visible and if we want to protect the 
earth and the environment as we know it or if we 
may do as we please, simply because we are able 
to do so.

In my personal opinion, Blade Runner 2049 gives 
a unique opportunity to watch a movie we do 
not see very often. It is slow paced, not action 
packed, although the trailer might suggest this, 
relies heavily on the plot and my personal favor-
ite, it uses neon billboards with big corporations 
from the 1980’s, such as Pan Am and Atari. Its 
main themes, what does it mean to be human 
and how far can we go with technology, are very 
relevant an alive, and since it is based upon a 
novel from the 1960’s, it also suggests that these 
are questions people from all times should ask 
themselves. Overall, especially for American 
Studies students, it is the film of the year to peek 
into America’s future.

f(r)amed

After decades of wondering and pondering, Blade Runner 
(1982) finally got its deserved sequel, titled Blade Runner 
2049. It follows the same apocalyptic world of the original, 
but introduces new elements. Yet, its central theme: “what 
does it mean to be human,” still seems to be relevant, even 
for a story that is thirty-five years old.
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Wouter Peer “Oh, dreidel, dreidel, dreidel, I made you 
out of clay. And when you’re dry and ready, 
oh Dreidel we shall play.” In America some 
1.9% of the population is Jewish, so about 
6,500,000 people. With these numbers they 
are the biggest non-Christian faith in the 
federation. However, there isn’t that much 
knowledge among the general public about 
their celebrations. To stay with the holidays 
theme, this article will give a small overview 
of the celebration of Hanukkah.

For many people in America the month 
of December builds up to one main event: 
Christmas. Christmas music is being played in 
supermarkets, Christmas specials of popu-
lar TVshows are being broadcasted by FOX or 
ABC and decorated trees are everywhere to be 
found. However, not all Americans celebrate 
the birth of baby Jesus. Whereas a large part 
of the population is Christian, a considerable 
part is Jewish. Judaism, just like Christianity, 
has its own customs, traditions and holidays, 
which are interestingly enough around the 
same time as their Christian counterparts. In 

December Hanukkah (/ˈhɑːnəkə/) is celebrated, 
which is one of the most important holy days 
in Judaism.

During Hanukkah the rededication of the tem-
ple in Jerusalem at the time of the Maccabean 
Revolt is commemorated with a celebration 
lasting eight days. It starts on the twenty-fifth 
day of Kislev, which means somewhere be-
tween late November and late December. A 
key ritual of Hanukkah, which is probably the 
best known of all, is the kindling of the eight 
candles of the menorah (a candlestick with 
nine arms), one for each night of the holiday. 
The candles are lit with a ninth central candle: 
the Shamash. Every night the candles are 
supposed to burn for about half an hour, with 
one exception: the candle burning on Friday 
needs to be kindled late at night and burn for 
an hour and a half so it lasts until Saturday 
because it is forbidden to light any fires on 
the Shabbat. The Shamash’s purpose is not 
only to light the candles, but it is also the 
candle which you can use when you need one. 
The reason for this is that the other candles 

Dreidel Dreidel Dreidel: 
an overview of 

Hanukkah
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cannot be used for this purpose, given their 
holy cause. So, the first nights two candles are 
lit (including the Shamash), the second night 
three, et cetera. In total 44 candles are kindled 
during Hanukkah. Electric lights are fine for 
decoration purposes, but cannot be used for 
the menorah tradition. During the lighting of 
the candles on the first night the three bless-
ings are recited, the rest of the nights only the 
first two.      

While all this sounds very serious, which it 
certainly is, there are also some fun traditions. 
Just like Christmas, there is a lot of Hanukkah 
themed music. Some of the more well-known 
songs include “Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel” and 
“Oh Chanukah”. Another important Hanuk-
kah aspect is the food. Traditionally meals 
baked in oil, preferably olive oil, are eaten, 
commemorating the little oil lamp that kept 
the menorah in the temple of Jerusalem alight 
for eight days. Examples of these treats are 
latkes (potato pancakes), pontshkes (doughnuts) 
and bimuelos (fritters). Another tradition for 
children is playing with the dreidel. A dreidel 
is a four-sided spinner top on which each side 
is imprinted with a Hebrew letter: ה ,ג ,נננ and ש. 
These letters together form the acronym Nes 
Gadol Ha Sham: “a great miracle happened 
there” referring to the oil miracle mentioned 
before. The game is played as followed: each 
player starts out with 10 to 15 tokens (coins, 
raisins, buttons, everything is possible). 
Everyone puts one token in the pot before the 
game starts. The first player spins the dreidel 
and either wins or loses tokens from the pot, 
depending on which side the dreidel ends up. 
Whoever finishes with all tokens, wins. It’s 
thought to have its origins in the times when 
studying the Torah (the Jewish holy book) 
was prohibited. The Jewish community would 
be studying with their dreidels within the 
reach of their hands and when they thought 
someone spotted them, they would spin their 
dreidels, so it would seem like they were 
gambling. Furthermore, it is a tradition for 

children to get Hanukkah Gelt on the fifth day 
of the holiday. Fortunately for the kids, this 
day never is on a Saturday because on Shabbat 
the exchange of money is prohibited.

The United States has a relatively short history 
of recognizing and celebrating Hanukkah. The 
first link with Hanukkah and the US gov-
ernment was in 1951 when the Israeli Prime 
Minister gave a menorah to Harry Truman. 
The first official national candlelight ceremo-
ny was held in 2001 by George W. Bush. This 
has been an annual event since then. Howev-
er, there still hasn’t been a Jewish president of 
the United States of America, so progress still 
has to be made.

Hanukkah obviously isn’t the only Jewish 
holiday. Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New year, 
which occurs somewhere around September 
or October. Passover or Pesach is the Jewish 
celebration of the liberation by God from 
slavery in ancient Egypt, which takes place 
somewhere around Easter. The holiest of all 
holy days is Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement. 
During this holiday people fast for 25 hours in 
combination with intensive praying. The day 
before there are two festive meals at which 
you share what you regret doing in the past 
year. It’s kind of a reversed thanksgiving.
 
I hope you are now enlightened by the light of 
the menorah and understand what it means 
to celebrate Hanukkah. Just like Christmas 
the celebration has been around for ages and 
picked up bits and pieces of traditions along 
the way. It is a very complicated and precise 
celebration, over which multiple books could 
be written. I wish you all a good Hanukkah, 
and may your dreidels fall on the right side.
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Matthijs Koster

Christmas On the 
Bayou

America’s national holidays and observanc-
es celebrate significant, nationwide tradi-
tions and historical and social events, but in 
reality there are countless local differences 
in the ways these festivities take place 
throughout the various regions and com-
munities of the United States. In essence, 
these variations are manifestations of the 
numerous backgrounds and lifestyles that 
characterize the American people. This in 
turn causes local, individual interpretations 
and customs that give the holidays their 
own peculiar twist. It might come as a sur-
prise that Christmas is no exception to this 
rule, despite having an incredibly strong 
influence on the traditional, mainstream 
image of the holiday season in America. In 
this installment of America Explained, I will 
highlight and offer a look into the local tra-
ditions of Christmas in the South, focusing 
on the people living on the bayou of Louisi-
ana. This is Cajun Christmas.  

The History of Christmas
Looking at the celebration of this holiday in 
the United States from a historical perspec-
tive, for a significant part of the country’s 
past Christmas was not celebrated at all or 
only in certain states. The implementation 
of the celebration of Christmas in Amer-
ican culture is a completely different, yet 

very interesting case study, but for now a 
short overview will suffice. Christmas only 
became an official federal holiday in the 
United States on June 28th, 1870. Although 
these days the holiday has become more 
and more secular and is celebrated by 
people of different religious backgrounds, 
Christmas has an obvious connection with 
religion, which was of major importance to 
its adoption across the states. Basically, Pu-
ritans in the northern states for a long time 
opposed the celebration of Christmas and 
all its traditional rituals, because this was 
regarded as a sin. In contrast, America’s 
southern states, especially Alabama, were 
the first ones to start celebrating Christ-
mas. Because Christmas was adopted in 
this fragmentary, uneven manner through-
out the states, local interpretations, cus-
toms and other cultural elements logically 
became intertwined with the traditions of 
Christmas.

Elements of Cajun culture
This brings us to the celebration of Christ-
mas among a specific and indeed unique 
demographic group in the South, namely 
the Cajuns. These people choose to live in 
the swamps of Louisiana, and a large part of 
their survival depends on hunting and living 
off the land. This lifestyle shines through in 
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america explained

their Christmas traditions. To begin with, 
Santa Claus is called Papa Noël, which is 
how the French refer to Santa Claus these 
days, and which translates to Father Christ-
mas. As some may recall, Cajuns, or Aca-
dians, originally descend from French 18th 
century immigrants. The word bayou, too, 
comes from a version of French previously 
spoken in Louisiana. Papa Noël practically 
looks the same as the mainstream Santa 
Claus that everyone is familiar with, but 
there are some major differences too. For 
instance, he does not live on the North 
Pole, but instead somewhere in the swamps 
of the bayou of Louisiana. Extending this 
southern version of Santa Claus, he does 
not have a sleigh pulled by reindeer, but 
travels on a long, narrow canoe, called a 
Piroque, which is pulled by eight alligators. 
These alligators, which are indigenous spe-
cies of the southern bayou, are called Pierre, 
Alcee, Gaston, Tiboy, Ninette, Suzette, Re-
nee and Celeste. It is safe to say the French 
influence is clearly visible in this too. It 
comes naturally from the fact that Papa 
Noël lives in the swamp and travels by ca-
noe that he has to navigate his way through 
the swamp to bring presents to the children 
in the bayou. Therefore, one of the accom-
panying Christmas Eve traditions is to light 
bonfires along the Mississippi River and 
throughout the bayous to help Papa Noël 
find his way. The lighting of bonfires is also 
a tradition in the more northern regions of 
Louisiana. These elements are all present in 
the Cajuns’ own versions of famous Christ-
mas carols and stories, such as Cajun Night 
Before Christmas, A Cajun Christmas Story and 
Gaston the Green-Nosed Alligator.

Cajun Christmas cuisine
Like all other aspects of celebrating Christ-
mas, the Cajun influence cannot be missed 
in the dishes that are traditionally prepared 
and eaten on the bayou on Christmas. 
Instead of the traditional turkey, ham and 
gravy, the various dishes revolve around 
delicacies that are hunted or trapped in and 
around the swamp. Common dishes are 
BBQ shrimp, New Orleans Hot Crab Claws, 
oysters, Crawfish stew, Shrimp Creole 
and Cajun Cornbread Casserole. The latter 
includes crawfish tails, shrimp and sausage. 
Christmas has a strong connection with the 
winter season, which might lead some to 
be surprised by learning that people have 
barbecues as a Christmas dinner. However, 
keep in mind that the average temperature 
in southern Louisiana in December still 
lies around 18 degrees Celsius. And let’s be 
honest, in the Netherlands, the barbecue 
grill is usually already fired up at tempera-
tures far below that. 

Federal Holiday in Regional style 
When thinking of Christmas, what usually 
actually comes to mind is our own inter-
pretation of this holiday, such as the tradi-
tions and customs we grew up with. The way 
Christmas is celebrated by the Cajuns living 
in Louisiana is very unique and for enthu-
siasts of Southern culture even appealing. 
However, besides its particularities it is also 
an incredibly interesting and relevant aspect 
of American society as a whole, as it teaches 
us many interesting things. Christmas was 
adopted at different moments in different 
states in America. This allowed for local 
cultures and traditions to be infused into the 
ways in which people celebrate this holiday. 
Moreover, the example of Cajun Christmas 
shows that people of different backgrounds 
can enjoy and take part in this mainstream 
holiday, which reflects the multitude of cul-
tures and lifestyles in the United States.
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Catherine Mastebroek The story I am about to relay to you was passed 
down in my family from generation to genera-
tion, and as far as I know, it truly occurred.

It happened in a small village, back when 
winters were still cold and dark, and there 
was a thick layer of snow on everything. The 
presents under the tree were wrapped in jute 
and thick yarn and when you had been bad, 
you still received coal.

It was in one of those dark and freezing 
winters that a strange thing happened in the 
village. Under everybody’s Christmas tree, 
a package wrapped in black jute appeared. It 
was roughly the size of a pumpkin, square and 
there were no nametags on it to identify who 
it was for, and who it was from.

No one talked about the presents under their 
trees back then, as it might offend poorer 
people if you spoke of your riches, so no one 
knew that the strange, anonymous present 
appeared under everyone’s trees. 

Some people opened the package and found 
an empty wooden box inside the jute. Others 
assumed it was a gift from one of their neigh-
bors or a family member, and left the package 
as it was.

Come Christmas morning, all families gath-
ered around their Christmas trees to open 
up the packages they had. This is when the 
strangest thing happened. The families who 
had previously opened their anonymous, black 
box, found that all their other presents had 
been stolen. The packages were still there, but 
each one was filled with coals, in the shape of 
whatever present had been there previously. 
Children cried and asked their momma ‘Have 
I been bad? Have I not been good?’, while their 
fathers frantically searched the house for the 
missing presents.

The people who hadn’t opened their mystery 
present, however, found it to be filled with 
treats such as toffee and cookies. They were 
perplexed, as candies were expensive and such 
a big load could never have been afforded by 
any one family member or neighbor.

The mayor of the town called a meeting the 
same day, as his presents too had been stolen, 
and he was determined to find out who stole 
them. As the residents gathered in the big 
church, they discovered more families had had 
their presents stolen. And everyone had had a 
black present. Coincidentally, it were mostly 
the richer families who had opened the pres-
ent prematurely to see what would be inside, 
and the poorer families who had seen it as a 
welcome gift and had left it as it was.

The whole town was out and about that day, 
even the priest, to find the presents or who-
ever had taken them. But they sought to no 
avail. The missing presents were not found, 
and the families who had no more gifts begged 
other families to help them make their chil-
dren happy. The poorer saw it as their duty to 
help, and offered candy to the children and 
made small wooden and fabric dolls and crude 
carts together with their own children.

At the end of the second day of Christmas, 
everyone had a present, whether improvised 
or not, and few people held a grudge over 
the missing presents, as their children were 
delighted with whatever they had gotten and 
nobody was hurt.

The next year, only under the trees of the 
poorest of the poor, who had helped the 
richest of their village have presents for the 
children, did a present appear. A red jute one 
this time. Again only if opened on Christmas 
morning, it was filled with candies and cook-
ies and even some expensive spices, and no 
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short story

one dared open it sooner. They never spoke of 
it, it was too much of a miracle to them to ever 
want to reveal the secret saint who gave them 
their presents.

As a matter of fact, the anonymous black 
presents didn’t appear anymore, and all was 
normal again, except for the red presents that 
the poorest people still received every year.

The story was passed on through generations 
as a life’s lesson to warn children of being 
greedy and wanting to know what they got 
before it was Christmas, and in the poorer 
families they were taught that modesty and 
patience were rewarded, and that the little red 
present was proof of that every year.

I remember the first time I heard it, and being 
filled with awe and understanding, as my fam-
ily too received a red present each year, but up 
until then I had assumed it was my father’s 
doing. 

As I think about it now, I am not filled with 
awe anymore. Someone or something had to 
go inside everyone’s house before that first 
Christmas, to put those black presents there. 
And when they found out that their present 
had been opened too soon, they had to go pack 
inside and switch out each gift for an amount 
of coal in the shape of the original present. 

To do that, wouldn’t they have to be watching 
each family constantly? Inside their home? 
Where their children slept…

The mere thought sends a shiver down my 
spine. I’m glad I left the village this year, and 
am now able to raise my children safely a few 
villages away.

Except. Are we truly safe here? When I count-
ed the presents this morning to see if my son 
had already taken one, I found a small red 
present, about the size of a pumpkin. It feels 
empty now, but I know better than to open it 
already…
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Amanda de Lannoy Dear reader,

This is my first ever column in The Issue. And I 
have decided to dedicate it to my grandma. 

My grandma is ninety years old, soon to 
be ninety-one. Born and raised in Sneek, 
Friesland. Although she did not live there for a 
long time, she still sometimes gives me advice 
in Frisian. A couple of years back, she and I 
went back to Sneek and visited the house she 
was born in and spent most of her childhood. 
When we were walking through Sneek, she told 
me where the streetcar used to run and where 
she went to school, among other things. It was 
a nostalgic trip down memory lane.   When 
World War II broke out my grandma lived in 
De Koog, Texel. War on an island is something 
different than war in the big city, I can assure 
you. Nowadays, she still receives the local 
newspaper of Texel although she has lived in 
Amsterdam for more than twenty years. The 
newspaper is called Texelse Courant, its motto 
is Groen Zwart - Texels in het hart. As a child 
I would read about the local football team. In 
my time, I have heard lots of stories about the 
rivalry between all the local football teams. 

It was on the island where she met Wijnand, 
my grandpa. 

For a living, my grandma and grandpa rented 
a part of their house to tourists every summer. 
These tourists were mostly of German descent. 
My grandma often talks about the guests she 

welcomed throughout the years. One of them 
played for the German football team. He sent 
them postcards long after he had last visited 
Texel. 

At the time when my grandma was pregnant 
with my mom, it was not possible to deliver 
a baby in a hospital on the island. The place 
of birth of my mom, therefore, is Den Helder. 
When my mom was 17 years old, she lived in 
England for a while. She was an au pair in a 
small village in the London area. Afterwards, 
she went to study in Amsterdam.

It was in Amsterdam where she met Ruud, my 
dad. 

After my mom married my dad, my grandma 
and grandpa moved to Amsterdam. When I 
was five years old my grandpa died. It was only 
after his death that I found out that my grand-
ma and grandpa had been divorced since 1992, 
three years before I was born. As a child, I had 
never noticed any hostility between them. 

Nowadays, my grandma still lives in Amster-
dam in an apartment all for herself. She is one 
tough old lady. She is a fan of Andre Rieu and 
calls me on the phone when there is an inter-
esting television program, such as De Verenig-
de Staten van Eva, on the telly. She also sends 
me emails, which she calls ‘briefjes.’ Recently, 
she went to Heel Holland zingt Hazes in the 
Ziggo Dome all by herself. She only told us 
afterwards.

Ik Hald Fan Dij Beppe,

Amanda

Twee is Texels



Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Your Christmas song is “Baby 
It’s Cold Outside”. You really do 
not let people walk all over you. 
When someone creepily com-

mands you to stay, you’re wise enough to say 
no and go, even when it’s cold outside. Come 
on, is “your lips look so delicious” really such 
a good argument?
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Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18) 
Your Christmas song is “Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christ-
mas”. Christmas for you is all 
about people other than you. You 

hope everyone will be having the best holidays 
and you will get your happiness as a result of 
theirs.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Your Christmas song is “It’s Be-
ginning to Look a lot Like Christ-
mas” because you are so excited 
for Christmas! The period build-

ing up to the holidays is you favorite time of 
the year. Fairy lights, Christmas trees and the 
cold weather warm your heart in December!

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20)
Your Christmas song is “Jingle 
Bells”. You love the classics. 
Christmas should be celebrated 
as it always has been. Traditions, 

carols and customs is what Christmas is all 
about for you. “Put the Christ back in Christ-
mas” is something you agree with.

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)
Your Christmas song is “I’m 
Dreaming of a White Christmas”. 
No, you’re not racist, but you re-
ally want it to snow at Christmas-

time. Everyone has heard of, and seen, all the 
beautiful snowy Christmas sites, but you have 
never experienced snow during the holidays. 
You will probably need to keep on dreaming 

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21)
Your Christmas song is “Halle-
lujah”. You love your peace and 
quiet. This song reminds you of 
all the good and serene moments 

of your life. That’s what you will need to find 
this Christmas, because that’s what will make 
you happy.

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) 
Your Christmas song is “All I 
Want for Christmas Is You!”. This 
says a lot about what you should 
focus on during the holidays. 

Concentrate on the few people who make you 
happy, instead of all the hocus pocus that 
accompanies the Christian celebration. Your 
Christmas song is “All I Want for Christmas Is 
You!”. This says a lot about what you should 

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Your Christmas song is “Feliz 
Navidad”. Christmas is extreme-
ly festive for you. Therefore 
you should try to celebrate it to 

the fullest. Put on your favorite Christmas 
sweater, listen to every Christmas album and 
decorate your home as much as you can.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Your Christmas song is “Christ-
mas Tree” by lady Gaga. You are 
the most important thing during 
Christmas because it is the time 

your family gets to see YOU again! You also like 
to put twists on Christmas traditions, like put-
ting Christmas songs in a completely different 
context.

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)
Your Christmas song is “Driving 
Home for Christmas”. You are 
very excited for Christmas. You 
cannot wait to see your family 

again during the happiest time of the year. 
Even the ride home is fun (NS will finally do 
their job correctly :O   )

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)
Your Christmas song is “Mary 
Did You Know?”. As a Virgo you 
naturally feel a connection with 
the greatest virgin of them all: 

Mary. Christmas will have a lot of revelations 
for you. Maybe you have to watch Game of 
Thrones, because you know nothing, Virgo.

Leo (July 23-Aug 22) 
Your Christmas song is “You’re a 
Mean One, Mr. Grinch”. You just 
really like to be a sassy b*tch. You 
get your energy by insulting other 

people during Christmas. But watch out! Tone 
it down a notch, or you won’t have anyone to 
celebrate Christmas with!

Wouter Peer



For the latest info, go to usanijmegen.nl/events

Upcoming Events
December

14th  Ugly Christmas Sweater Party
19th  Publecture

Februari
4th  Superbowl
8th  Ideeënbox
16th  Ouderdag

22th  Pitcher Party Leo
27th  Movie Night


