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State of 
the Union

Word of 
the Board

It has been a crazy ride! And no, I’m not referring to 
the U.S. elections or the opening of the new Spar uni-
versity supermarket (although both events have been 
turbulent). I’m actually referring to me packing my 
bag for the study trip to Washington D.C. It all started 
when one fellow traveler started talking about a “pa-
klijst.” This phenomenon is very foreign to me. I do 
actually know the theoretical framework that applies 
to a “paklijst.” Yet, a “paklijst” in my eyes indicates a 
sense of control over one’s life and that’s something I 
have yet to master. All in all, you can imagine the panic 
that arose at the mention of a “paklijst”. Luckily, this 
fellow traveler was kind enough to share her “paklijst” 
with me and although I am a firm believer of being 
your true self I have decided that she knows what she’s 
doing and I have copied her shamelessly.

After the initial shock of the holy “paklijst” had settled 
down I had to get all my stuff from Nijmegen to Am-
stelveen where my parents live. Obviously, I had not 
listened to my mother’s advice (although she is always 
right) and decided not to bring a suitcase to Nijmegen 
when I travelled from Amsterdam to Nijmegen the 
weekend before. So imagine this: a girl waiting for the 
bus with not one, not two, not three but four shopping 
bags packed with clothes. The lady sitting next to me 
on the train was looking somewhat annoyed at me as I 
had no other choice than to build a fort out of my bags 
and drape my legs on top of it. Luckily, she had to go 
off at the same station as me. Otherwise I probably had 
to do a “hink-stap-sprong” and trust me that would 
have been a terrible idea. 

You probably guessed it: I’m writing this the evening 
before departing to Washington D.C. Have I already 
told you that I’m super excited about this study trip? 
‘Cause I am! 

On to more serious things: this is my last Word of the 
Board. I sincerely hope you enjoyed my rambling. But 
more importantly, I hope you enjoyed this academic 
year packed with USA Nijmegen activities! It’s been 
an honor to be your chairwoman. I would like to thank 
my fellow board members for all the group hugs. And 
I would like to thank all USA Nijmegen members (very 
much including Loïs, Ibi and Bavo) for making this year 
amazing! Thank you, thank you, thank you!

On behalf of the XIVth Board of USA Nijmegen,

Amanda de Lannoy
Chairwoman 2016-2017

Quite a number of you, me included, are get-
ting ready for a semester in the US or Canada. 
This whole preparation process can be quite 
stressful and overwhelming. Luckily, USA Ni-
jmegen has a lot of members, including some 
of our writers, who have already been abroad 
and lived to tell the tale. Linda van Rooij 
shares some of the more practical matters 
that are important to keep in mind for those 
of you who will spend a semester on the other 
side of the Atlantic next year.  

Speaking of going to the US. While you are 
there, why not take a road trip! Sure, you 
learn a lot about American politics, history 
and culture from your classes at Radboud 
and a semester abroad will surely give you a 
brand-new perspective, but if you really want 
to explore America, its tumultuous cities, 
small towns and grandiose nature, a road 
trip is the way to go. This Issue presents five 
different road trips that will make you experi-
ence the US in a whole new way. 

Like in previous editions of The ISSUE, Robin 
Stafleu has written about a classic American 
sport. This time he deals with lacrosse, a 
sport that originated with the Iroquois people 
and has been gaining international popularity 
recently. 
 
While lacrosse has become more and more 
popular, other aspects of Native American 
cultures have kept on disappearing even 
in recent years, most importantly, Native 
languages. Vincent Veerbeek writes about the 
extinction of Native languages and what steps 
are being taken to preserve them. 

One final time, this year’s MasterchefCo 
has graced us with a recipe for a meal that is 
delicious but still relatively easy to prepare.
Spoiler alert, it includes a recipe for mimosas. 
And just imagine how much cooler they’ll be 
in summer.

Enjoy,

Loïs Machelessen
Editor-in-Chief

editorial
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Linda van Rooij 1. The Buitenlandminor
It seems like the first thing you do when 
you decide to study abroad but if you go 
around asking third years, many of us 
will smile awkwardly,  become as red as 
tomatoes and walk away in humiliation. 
Believe it or not, many of my classmates 
(sadly, including me) totally forgot to sign 
up for their buitenlandminor before going 
abroad, as nobody ever mentioned it to us. 
And trust me, there is nothing as scary as 
waking up one day realizing you forgot to 
sign up for the minor and that the school-
work you did abroad might have been for 
nothing. Luckily we got it figured out, but 
signing up before you go is a small effort 
and will definitely prevent you from having 
a minor heart attack in the middle of the 
U.S.A.

2. Learning Agreement & Change Form
Once you have chosen the most awesome 
classes to follow while abroad, you will 
have to set-up the learning agreement, 
which needs to be signed by both (I repeat 
BOTH) universities before you go. Warning: 
please do not fill in any ECTS yourselves on 
your learning agreement, no matter what 
conversion tables you find online. The exam 
commission is busy and will copy whatever 
is on there, which means that if you acci-
dentally fill in that your American credits 
only translate into 3 ECTS in total, they will 
copy this and you will spent many hours 
stalking employers from the International 
Office trying to get your rightful 30 ECTS 
you are supposed to get for taking four 
classes.  Also do not forget the infamous 
change form which I did not know exist-

Things You Should 
Definitely Take Care Of When 
Preparing to Study Abroad

ed until I got back (which was not incon-
venient at all). Change forms need to be 
filled in and signed whenever you decide to 
change, add, or drop any classes abroad.

3. Visa Application
Word to the wise: start your application as 
soon as you get the necessary papers from 
your university abroad, because you are 
going to need to do A LOT of things before 
you get your visa. Getting into the U.S. of A. 
is not easy: getting a new American pro-
fessional picture taken and making sure 
you have a passport which is at least still 
good for another year are things you can 
take care of in advance. When you actual-
ly go Amsterdam for your meeting, make 
sure you bring only the necessary papers 
and nothing else. With nothing else I mean 
leave your wallet, phone etc. at home or in a 
locker. The people who work at the embassy 
are Americans and they will be annoying 
about anything you take with you that is 
not relevant to the actual meeting you have 
there, god knows why. Yes, you can leave 
on your clothes, but that’s about it. Warn-
ing: especially in the summer and during 
Christmas the embassy is incredibly busy. 
Make sure you do not plan a vacation in the 
time you might have to go to Amsterdam 
for your visa appointment. This happened 
to me, and even though I managed it is 
incredibly difficult to get another date for 
the appointment once they assigned a date 
to you. What no one tells you is that they 
will also keep your passport for a week 
after the appointment to put in the actual 
visa, so also do not plan any big vacations 
closely after your appointment. It would be 

The prospect of studying in the United States is as exciting as it can be daunt-
ing. There seems to be so much to take care of in a really short time, and let’s be 
honest, as much as we all love Radboud University, their let’s-give-our-students-
all-the-information-they-need-for-studying-abroad-skills are kind of lacking. Apart 
from obvious things such as getting a place to sleep and fixing a meal plan, there 
are many things you need to do before Trump’s border minions will actually let 
you enter the land of the “free”. Since everything that could go wrong last year 
when I went abroad basically went wrong, I am here to tell you which things you 
should definitely not forget to do when preparing to study abroad in America.

5



a shame to wave your friends off to some 
great sunny destination while you stay be-
hind a passport-less and vacation-less sad 
heap of student.

4. Vaccinations
Even though Americans themselves have 
a long, and let’s be honest, embarrass-
ing history regarding health care and the 
likes, they will expect you to be in excellent 
health when you go there. Just to make sure 
you do not make the sick people who can-
not afford health care even sicker, you will 
have to check your particular university’s 
policy on vaccinations, meaning you might 
have to get some additional shots before 
you go abroad (medical shots that is, not 
alcoholic ones).

5. SNUF, OV & DUO
Last but not least, let’s talk money, because 
as poor Radboud University students, you 
are going to want every additional pen-
ny you can get to pay for your adventure 
abroad. Visa fees are expensive, pilots do 
not fly for free and even a simple can of 
yoghurt can cost up to $8 in the United 
States (I know, it’s ridiculous). This means 
that if you want to prevent having to give 
up your room in Nijmegen and move into a 
cardboard box after you get back, make sure 
to a) apply for SNUF on time, b) turn off 
your OV card for the months you are away 
as you will get money for that and c) for the 
students living with their parents, change 
your status in DUO from “thuiswonend” to 
“uitwonend” so you can cash that stufi.  

The Issue  |  Summer 2017  |  5
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When we talk about extinction, we usually 
think of cute animals that aren’t going to be 
around forever, or the disastrous impact on 
the environment this could have. Another 
problem that could be just as damaging in 
the long term but is talked about much less, 
is that of language endangerment. It has 
been estimated that of the roughly 6,000 to 
7,000 languages that are currently spoken 
around the world as many as 90% no longer 
exist in a few hundred years from now. Ac-
cording to official guidelines established by 
UNESCO, languages are considered endan-
gered depending on certain factors, includ-
ing the number of speakers and the average 
age of speakers. These guidelines leave the 
exact number of endangered languages 
open to interpretation but it is clear either 
way that this is a major problem. Although 
there are endangered languages in regions 
across the globe (even Frisian is considered 
one by some standards), most cases are to 
be found in former colonies, including, you 
guessed it, the United States. Thankfully, 
this is not an irreversible process. That is 
where language revitalization comes in. 
Unlike documentation projects, another 
strategy to keep languages from being lost 
forever, the aim of revitalization is to bring 
the language back into the community and 
to create new speakers, literally breathing 
new life into it. 

Language 
Revitalization
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The first thing that is important to discuss 
is why this is a problem in the United States 
in the first place. It may seem obvious, but 
yes, the short answer here is: colonialism. 
The slightly longer answer is that European 
settlers, followed by subsequent American 
governments, wanted to make sure they got 
rid of anything Native American. Eventually 
they introduced policies to suppress their 
languages and cultures. All of this was done 
in the name of the racist notion that the In-
dian had to be taken out of the man to turn 
Native Americans into ‘good’ American 
citizens. The most notorious policy was the 
system of residential or boarding schools, 
where children would be severely punished 
for using their Native language. Although 
it is commonly associated with Canada, for 
decades this system was just as influential 
and widespread in the United States. How 
devastating the boarding school system has 
been is evident from the fact that only two 
generations ago, English was not even the 
first language in many Native communities, 
whereas it has completely taken over now 
in most places. Thankfully, efforts have 
been made recently to turn the tide on this 
loss of language in communities across the 
United States.

Given the great variety of Native commu-
nities and languages, spread out across the 
United States, there is a variety of ap-
proaches to this issue, but some strategies 
are quite common. The first and most im-
portant one are immersion schools. These 
are special primary schools where children 
are educated in their tribal language rather 
than in English, in an effort to create a new 
generation of first-language speakers. This 
has a lot of potential, although some peo-
ple are concerned that these children will 
not learn English sufficiently enough and 
struggle once they move into regular educa-
tion. Nevertheless, having been at the New 
Kituwah Academy myself, the immersion 
school in Cherokee, North Carolina, I can 
say that it is really inspiring to see this type 
of education at work and it fills me with 
hope for the future of language revitaliza-
tion. Beyond this, there are also language 
programs at various universities that teach 
second-language speakers and potential 
teachers, like the Cherokee program at 
the University of Chapel Hill that I got to 
be a part of. Another major problem with 
education is the availability of resources in 
indigenous languages, especially because 
most languages don’t have a long written 
tradition. Still, a lot of work has been done 
to translate books, especially children’s 
books like Charlotte’s Web and Dr. Seuss, 
and even movies into native languages. This 
is especially true for languages that have 
a relatively large population of speakers, 
like Navajo. Star Wars was dubbed into the 
language in 2013 and remains one of the 
most famous examples. A dubbed version 

of Finding Nemo followed in 2015. Final-
ly, some social media platforms such as 
Facebook have also been made available in 
endangered languages. 

All of this is of course not just purely about 
the loss of vocabulary or syntax. It is what 
these languages represent in terms of 
culture and knowledge that makes it so 
poignant that they run the risk of going 
extinct. Certain things are always lost in 
translation, especially when considering 
that many Native languages can express 
meanings with one word for which English 
needs complete sentences. On a deeper 
level, too, there are many concepts that 
simply do not exist in Western culture and 
are very difficult to represent in English. As 
a result, losing a language like that would 
mean losing a range of cultural concepts 
and the ancient knowledge encoded in 
them. Language is a way of expressing how 
we see the world around us; it makes us 
who we are and because it is so prominent, 
we tend to take it for granted, but when 
fewer and fewer people around you speak it, 
that changes. It is therefore crucial not just 
to learn the words, but to really learn the 
language, which is what immersion schools 
focus on, trying to teach children not just to 
speak the language, but to think it. This is 
also related to a linguistic theory called the 
Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, which states that 
learning a language affects the way you see 
the world around you (it’s basically what 
happens in the movie Arrival). What this 
also means is that learning one’s tribal lan-
guage is now associated with pride rather 
than stigma, a positive development that 
can help facilitate the spread of language 
revitalization projects. After all, people will 
never just lose their language; they will also 
lose their identity and sense of self and that 
is why we shouldn’t let languages go quietly 
into that good night. Vincent Veerbeek
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It’s time for a contact sport that is played in 
almost 70 countries that are spread out across 
6 continents: lacrosse, also known as the fast-
est sport on two feet! 

Lacrosse is predominantly played in the US, 
but the sport is older than the nation itself. Its 
origin can be traced back the twelfth century, 
and has roots in the cultural tradition of the 
Native American Iroquois people. Lacrosse 
is not only known as the fastest sport on two 
feet, but also as ‘’the little brother of war’’, for 
Native tribes would play the game to resolve 
conflicts that were too minor to go to war for. 
Lacrosse has undergone numerous changes 
throughout the last couple of centuries. The 
traditional Canadian version was played on a 
field that stretched from about 500 m to 3 km 
long, by two teams consisting of 100 to a 1,000 
men in a game that could last up to three days. 
Unfortunately, this setup no longer exists. 

Nowadays, there are two main forms of la-
crosse, field and box lacrosse. Although both 
are popular and widely played, this article will 

Robin Stafleu focus predominantly on field Lacrosse. Field 
lacrosse is played on a field of 100m long and 
55m wide. The goals are centered between 
each sideline, placed 14m from each end line 
and with 73m in between them. Around each 
goal is a circular area called the “crease,” 
measuring 5.5m in diameter. Since the goal 
is positioned well inside the playing field it’s 
possible to go behind the goal as well. A pair 
of lines, 18 m from both the midfield line and 
each goal line, divides the field into three sec-
tions. From each team’s point of view, the one 
nearest its own goal is its defensive area, then 
the midfield area, and then by the attack or 
offensive area. These trisecting lines are called 
“restraining lines’’.

On the field there are 21 people, two teams 
of 10 and a referee. Each team consists of a 
goalie, three defensemen, three midfielders, 
and three attackmen. The goal of the goalie is 
of course to prevent the opposing team from 
scoring, by sometimes blocking shots that 
have a speed over 160km/h, but also to direct 
the team’s defense. The goalie also has some 

sports

It’s time for a contact sport that is played in almost 
70 countries that are spread out across 6 continents: 
lacrosse, also known as the fastest sport on two feet! 

Lacrosse
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privileges while he is in the crease, for exam-
ple, offensive players can’t make contact with 
him when that’s the case. The three defense-
men help the goalie and generally stay on 
their own half of the field. The three midfield-
ers assist both the defensive and the offensive 
side of their team. The three attackmen then 
are consistently on the offense and use a short 
stick that is roughly three feet long. The de-
fensemen on the other hand use a long stick 
that is roughly six feet long, and they are also 
called long poles. 

Lacrosse is played on many levels, for exam-
ple high school and professional levels, and 
each with varying rules, but in general a game 
lasts up to one hour, divided into four quarters 
of fifteen minutes each. At the beginning of 
each quarter, and after each goal scored, play 
is restarted with a face-off. During a face-off, 
two players lay their stick horizontally next to 
the ball, head of the stick inches from the ball 
and the butt-end pointing down the midfield 
line. Face-off-men scrap for the ball, often by 
“clamping” it under their stick and flicking it 
out to their teammates.

When a foul is made, the offending player 
is sent to the penalty box, which is located 
between each team’s bench. The play then 
continues without the offending player for a 
designated amount of time based upon the 
foul. Most penalties, however, are “releas-
able,” meaning that the penalty ends when 
a goal is scored by the non-offending team. 

Technical fouls, one can think of offsides 
and holding, result in a turnover or a player’s 
suspension of 30 seconds, while personal fouls 
are in general penalized one minute. Neither 
team is ever allowed to have more than seven 
players on its defensive side of the field, and 
never allowed to have more than six players on 
its offensive end. Offsiding then means that 
that rule is broken. The defensive and offen-
sive end are then separated by the midfield 
line. When a team takes a penalty is said to be 
playing man down, while the other team is on 
the man up.

Over a century ago lacrosse was a medal-earn-
ing sport in the Olympics, both in 1904 and 
‘08, with Canada winning gold both times. It 
was also a demonstration sport in 1928, ‘32 
and ’48.  Canada won gold both times. The 
main problem as to why it ceased to be an 
Olympic sport was that lacrosse has not had an 
establishment of an international governing 
federation for the sport, and failed to be rec-
ognized by the necessary agencies, but that’s 
been successfully cleared recently. So, in the 
near future we might see lacrosse come back 
to the Olympics, maybe even in Tokyo 2020. 
Up until that point lacrosse can be enjoyed in 
high schools, in the U.S. no sport has grown 
faster at the high school level over the last 10 
years, and on a college and international level.

So, these were the basics of lacrosse! If you’re 
interested in playing the game yourself, make 
sure to check out the Keizerstad Kannibalz, the 
lacrosse association of Radboud University!
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Recipe from the 
     MasterchefCo

The MasterchefCo is back with not one, but two new recipes! Sadly, 
these two are the last recipes we will present to you this year. Fear not 
‘cause this recipe will help you through the summer as it is super fresh 
and easy to make. As we all know, students prefer to lie in bed until 1 
PM so the first meal that they prepare will be undoubtedly be lunch. 

Thus, after gracing The Issue with fancy dinner and dessert options we 
now turn over a new leaf and give you a lunch option. The recipe is 

called: quinoa salad with Cajun-spiced chicken, which is basically a salad 
filled with everything delicious! Of course, you can tweak it however 
you want: add some cucumber or tomato, and if you’re a vegetarian 

you can swap the chicken with some goat cheese: the options are end-
less. To add an American twist (and because we all love alcohol) we de-
cided to also give you a recipe for mimosas, cause it’s never too early 
to start drinking. We hope you enjoy this last MaCo dish of the year!

Quinoa salad with Cajun-spiced 
chicken  
(for 3 people)

 350 grams of chicken breast
 225 grams of quinoa
 1 red bell pepper
 1 lemon
 1 orange
 50 grams of pistachios
 100 grams of cranberries
 40 grams of Arugula
 Cajun spice to taste

Instructions: 
1. Preheat your oven to 200 degrees. Cut 
your chicken into small strips and coat 
them in a little oil and Cajun spice. Also, 
bring a pan filled with enough water for the 
quinoa to cook in up to a boil.
2. Put the chicken in an oven safe dish and 
cook in the oven for 20 minutes, turning 
the strips halfway through. Cook the quinoa 
according to package instructions.
3. Cut the bell pepper, peel the pistachios 
(if they are not already) and put aside for a 
moment.  Juice and zest half of the lemon 
and orange in a separate bowl. 
4. Take the chicken out of the oven and let 
the quinoa cool down. Assemble everything 
in a big bowl and mix well. Add the citrus 
juice and zest and put the chicken on top.

Instructions:
1. Make sure the champagne and orange 
juice are ice cold.
2. Mix the ingredients, add more orange 
juice if you find it too strong.
3. You can decorate your glasses with an 
orange slice and if you don’t drink alcohol 
you can use sprite as a substitute. 

Mimosas  
(3 glasses)

 300ml Champagne or Prosecco
 300ml (fresh) orange juice
 Dash of orange liquor
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Masterchefco
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Yvette Prinsen My semester abroad did not immediately 
start at the University, the first four days 
in the US I explored Chicago together with 
Marilyn, Linda and Jeske. We all travelled 
together from Amsterdam to Chicago, 
which made the start of the journey a lot 
more fun and easier.

CHICAGOOOO, CHICAAAGOOOOO (every-
one who has ever seen Victorious or the 
musical ‘Chicago’ knows what I mean). 
The first day in the Windy City was my 21st 
birthday! We went for breakfast at the most 
American diner you can imagine, and got 
free ice cream from the owners of the place 
because it was my birthday. The best thing 
about turning 21 in the States is that you 
can buy and drink alcohol legally and every-
one you will meet in the next three to four 
months will wish you a ‘happy belated’. 

After four sunny, tiring, amazing, tour-
isty days in Chicago it was time to set off 
for Springfield. Jeske and I caught a train 
from Chicago to Springfield, where Bar-
bara would pick us up and drive us to the 
University. Barb is the mother-like figure 
at the University that is one of the main 
contact persons for international students 
at UIS. She makes you feel at ease, talk you 
through procedures, helps with courses, 
and is just there for you when you need to 
talk. She is one of the most open, easy-go-
ing, talkative and helpful people on cam-
pus. 

The first day on campus Barb will show you 
around, take you to the student housing 
department, drive you to your house for the 
next few months and take you to Walmart 
where you’ll need to buy a shitload of stuff.

Jeske and I were living together with two 
Chinese girls, Yuewen and Shuting, in a 
townhouse on campus. We experienced the 
culture differences firsthand. They were 
extremely polite, to an extent that they 
would wear their winter coats inside instead 
of turning up the heat. Yuewen told Jeske 
and I once that our lives were ‘interesting’ 
when we were drawing faces on pumpkins 
for Halloween, and she was amazed with 
how often we met up with our group of 
friends. We all had private bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, and a shared living space with 
kitchen. Jeske and I shared a bathroom 
upstairs and Yuewen and Shuting shared 
the downstairs bathroom. Having a private 
bedroom is a luxury not every university of-
fers, but thankfully UIS does. You may not 
realize this, but it is nice to be able to close 
the door and do homework or deal with 
personal issues without having to consider 
a roommate. 

UIS did organize an introduction day, but 
it was more like a two-hour introduction 
where Barb and Jonathan would tell us 
about the legal and official things we need-
ed (think official forms, signatures, vac-
cines). There were no other group activities 
planned so we could get to know each other 
better. However, we did manage to meet 
up every single day with the majority of the 
group. Our group consisted of 17 people, 
of which two were not from Europe. In the 
first week, we went to the only bar within 
walking distance from campus, Crows Mill. 
This was supposed to be a great student bar 
and the place to be on Thursdays. Sadly, 
Crows burned down two weeks after we first 
went there… 

Last summer I finally caught a plane and went to the 
United States for the first time in my life, to start my 
semester abroad. I spent four months at the University 
of Illinois at Springfield (UIS).

Springfield,
                   of all places
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foreign affairs

The campus is small but nice, within 10-15 
minutes you can walk from east side to west 
side. There are two places on campus where 
you can get breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
You don’t need to have a meal plan, you 
can pay with cash or with money on your 
campus card. There are swings, basketball 
courts, beach volleyball fields, a soccer field 
and places where you can play ‘bags’ or 
‘corn hole’ all over campus. UIS has a gym, 
a great number of sport activities and cam-
pus recreation organizes various cool trips 
all year round. I went on two weekend trips, 
‘White Water Rafting’ in West Virginia and 
‘Kayaking and Canoeing’ in Missouri. These 
trips are excellent opportunities to interact 
with a diverse group of students and to see 
more of the country without paying a whole 
lot of money. 

Springfield itself isn’t the big city you’d ex-
pect it to be, I mean, after all it is the capital 
of Illinois. Apart from the old and new 
Illinois State Capitol, the Abraham Lincoln 
museum, and Abraham Lincoln’s tomb, 
there is not much to do or see in Spring-
field. This does not mean that it’s boring. 
There are a number of bars and clubs to go 
to and a delicious ice cream shop! Uber and 
Lyft are apps you should have to get a ride 
home, it’ll take approximately 15 minutes 
to get from campus to the bars and vice 

versa. Most drivers do not mind a quick 
stop at McDonalds or a small/little detour 
through the drive-through. The campus 
is surrounded by cornfields, it is relatively 
close to the lake, which is great for a walk, 
and walking on campus and around campus 
helps to clear your mind.

We (Jeske and I) did not only stay in Spring-
field. The first long weekend was Labor Day 
weekend, the perfect occasion for our first 
road trip! We rented a car with two Danish 
girls and drove all the way up to Canada, 
which is a 12-hour drive, to visit Niagara 
Falls and Toronto. We did have to get signa-
tures from Barb or Jonathan on our DS-
190 form to make sure we could get back 
into the US. The next long weekend was 
Thanksgiving, this time we rented two cars 
and went with 10 international students to 
Memphis and New Orleans. The ride from 
Springfield to Memphis and from Memphis 
to New Orleans were both around 6 hours. 

Although Springfield itself is not the most 
exciting city, it is the perfect place to 
combine studying with traveling. St. Louis 
is only an hour-and-a-half away by train, 
Chicago is three-and-a-half hours away 
by train, Niagara Falls and New Orleans are 
‘only’ a 12-hour drive away and campus 
recreation will take you elsewhere. 
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American Road Trips

Loïs Machelessen

The Summer vacation is almost here and there’s no better way to cele-
brate that freedom than going on a road trip. Many people have trou-

ble deciding where they want to go on vacation and often bound them-
selves to one place, ignoring the many wonders one country can offer 

them. The United States is so massive, that the best way to explore this 
country is to go on a road trip. That is why, in this article, you’ll find the 
5 best road trips through the United States, which you can take your-

self, this summer or any summer after that. 

1. The Ultimate West Coast Road Trip
The West Coast has many different sceneries, all 
extremely beautiful. From the dense, green forest 
in Washington State, to the sun-drenched beach-
es of California, a road trip on the West Coast 
has something to offer to everyone. Starting in 
the lively city of Seattle and ending in San Diego, 
this 1650-mile trip includes many wonders. After 
Seattle, the road will take you to Olympic Nation-
al Park where you can spot mountain lions, grey 
whales, and condors. After that, Portland (a.k.a. 
Hipster Ville), and via Highway 101 to Crater Lake, 
Red Wood National Park where the enormous 
Sequoia trees are, Napa Valley, and eventually over 
the Golden Gate Bridge to San Francisco. When 
you’re done exploring San Francisco, which might 
take a while, you can continue your travels over 
the Pacific Highway, which is arguably the best 
driving experience in the U.S., to Los Angeles and 
eventually San Diego. If you stop in L.A., however, 
you can immediately start your second road trip: 
the famous Route 66.

2. Route 66
One of the most famous roads in the U.S. is Route 66, 
all the way from L.A. to Chicago or Chicago to L.A., 
2400 miles long. This road passes through the heart 
of the United States and has some of the most arche-
typal roadside scenes, like neon-signs and rusty old 
truck stops but also some oddball roadside attrac-
tions. When starting in Chicago, you should definitely 
take some time to explore the city but after that it’s 
time to hit the road. Passing the historic place of 
Springfield Illinois, you will see some other awesome 
cities like St. Louis, Tulsa, and Oklahoma City.  After 
that, you will travel through Texas and New Mexico, 
to Arizona where you will find Meteor Crater, a huge, 
well, meteor crater. Meteor Crater is close to the 
Grand Canyon, which stunning views you can enjoy 
before traveling further to Las Vegas. Las Vegas is 
suitably known as Sin City, with its many casinos and 
its overall tacky feeling. The trip will end in Santa 
Monica or Los Angeles, depending of course on where 
you want to go.
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5. Northern Cross Over
Boston already came up in the East Coast road trip, but is also 
a great starting point for another road trip discovering the 
Northern region all the way up to San Francisco, about 3700 
miles. Moving away from Boston, you can discover the beau-
tiful roads of the New England region which lead you to the 
Niagara Falls, where you can see Canada. Following the coast 
line of Lake Erie, close to the Niagara Falls, you will end up in 
Chicago, where you can explore the beach line of Lake Michi-
gan. After Chicago you will drive through Wisconsin, Minneso-
ta, and South Dakota, where the Black Hills await you together 
with Mount Rushmore. After this it is time to visit one of the 
oldest National Parks: Yellowstone, with its geysers and varied 
wildlife. Neighboring Yellowstone is a smaller National Park: 
Grand Teton, which seriously rivals Yellowstone’s beauty. 
Leaving Grand Teton, you will cross Idaho and Nevada to dis-
cover the crystal water of Lake Tahoe, which will also bring you 
closer to Yosemite National Park, a park that has an average of 
3 million visitors per year. This road trip will end in San Fran-
cisco, where you can relax from this crazy road trip. Because 
you have been warned; However great and beautiful a road trip 
may be, it is tiring (but also very, very worth it!).

3. East Coast
The East Coast differs greatly from the West Coast but, like 
the West Coast, has many aspects to enjoy. This almost 
2000-mile journey, will take you from major cities to over-
whelmingly beautiful nature, all packed on one coast. Boston 
is a great starting point where you can explore its must see 
places and charming cobbler streets. Another highlight is the 
world-famous Harvard University, after which you can travel 
to New York City, via Cape Cod. The Big Apple truly is a city 
that never sleeps. Its massive skyscrapers, stunning bridges 
and colorful neighborhoods deserve your full attention. After 
New York City and Philadelphia, the historical site of Gettys-
burg awaits you, where you can learn all about the Civil War. 
Washington, D.C. is your next stop and you will trek further 
over Highway 12, a scenic highway alongside the sea featur-
ing many lighthouses and wild horses. The East Coast feeling 
will make place for a more Southern feel, when you arrive in 
Savannah after you have explored Charleston and its coast-
line. Florida is up next and while a joke exists that Florida is 
the most awful state of the U.S., it certainly has much to offer 
like Disneyland and stunning beaches. Your trip will end in 
Miami, where you can even visit Miami Ink to get a memora-
ble tattoo, reminding you of this awesome road trip.

4. Ultimate Deep South
There are a lot of misconceptions about the Deep South, but 
there is a reason ‘Southern Hospitality’ is a household word, 
and you will discover why in this 2500 mile trip. The Deep 
South has a lot to offer, starting with the Blue Ridge Park-
way. This epic route will take you up to the food-obsessed 
town of Asheville, one of the best places to live in the USA. 
Close to Asheville is the Great Smokey Mountains National 
Park, America’s most visited National Park, featuring rugged 
mountains, diverse flora and fauna, and remnants of South-
ern Appalachian mountain culture. After this grand display 
of nature, it is time to visit Nashville, and Memphis, both 
known for their rich music history. Nearby is the border  with 
Mississippi, where you can find historic plantations, like the 
Oak Alley plantation, which is on the way to New Orleans, 
arguably the most beautiful and diverse city of the US. Lou-
isiana has more to offer in terms of beaches but it is worth 
discovering the coastline all the way to Florida and Georgia. 
In Georgia you will end your trip with a visit to Atlanta, a city 
that will surprise you with its green environment and de-
lights.
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Ibrahim Alaoui s a feminist space geek, I was 
very excited to see this movie. 
I was already familiar with the 
general story of NASA’s space 
exploration, how the agency 
started with a series of failed 
attempts at getting a small 
satellite to orbit the earth in 

the late fifties and peaked with human beings 
setting foot on the moon in a timespan of lit-
tle more than a decade. The figures that were 
deemed most important in this “race to the 
moon” were often the astronauts themselves. 
For example, the Mercury Seven, who were the 
first in crossing the boundary between earth’s 
atmosphere and outer space, had immediately 
attained the status of national heroes. 

However, ‘Hidden Figures’, which is based 
on the non-fiction book of the same name, 
focuses on the lesser known pioneers, the 
African American women who calculated every 
flight plan and trajectory, without whom the 
Mercury Seven could never have safely left 
earth and certainly never have safely returned. 
These ‘computers’ had the arduous but vital 
task of doing this math again and again, math 
that would make any math student today sigh 
in relief that we now have devices to do this 
for us (I mean it literally was rocket science). 

The story centers around the real-life ex-
periences of three women working at NA-
SA’s space program in Langley, math genius 
Katherine Johnson, played by Taraji P. Henson 
(Empire), engineer Mary Jackson played by 
singer Janelle Monáe, and their supervisor 
Dorothy Vaughan played by Octavia Spencer 

(the Help). Not only were these women tasked 
with keeping the US space program afloat 
against the initially more successful Soviet 
Union, at the same time they constantly faced 
the blatant racism and sexism that was so 
rampant in this era. They routinely face com-
ments and situations that are so absurd they 
almost become comedic. It is therefore also 
these moments which Jackson, Johnson and 
Vaughan joke about, because yes, even though 
it might not seem that way from looking at the 
plot, but this movie is funny as well. 

All three women go to extraordinary lengths 
to be able to keep advancing professionally. 
Johnson, who graduated from college at 18, is 
treated horribly by her new colleagues. As the 
first black person and the first woman in her 
new department, she is not taken seriously 
or even tolerated. Mary Jackson, who doesn’t 
take nonsense from anybody, graduated in 
two degrees, math and science, but poli-
cies at NASA hinder her from following her 
aspirations to become an engineer. Dorothy 
Vaughan has been the acting supervisor of the 
African American female computers for over 
a year, but she is still not paid the salary that 
should come with this job. And on top of that, 
the announcement that the human computers 
will soon be replaced by IBM machines does 
not only threaten her job but those of her en-
tire group. All three women fight back with a 
determination that won’t fail to inspire you. 

The film is structured like many similar films 
about American heroes, but at no point does 
it cover up the fact that the story took place 
in a not so proud era in American history. In 

A
Hidden Figures
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f(r)aMed

OpCo
Dear everyone, 

While the end of the year is nearing and in our 
heads we are all lying on the beach and drink-
ing out of a coconut already, the Curriculum 
Committee has been having their meetings. 
We hope that we have been able to help all of 
you and the future English/American students 
by working our hardest on solving the prob-
lems that arose! 

The suggestions that were sent in have all 
been taken very seriously and were discussed 
thoroughly by us. One of our goals was to get 
back to you as much as we could and we hope 
you have felt your comments were heard. Be-
cause we can ensure you they were. 

Students’ feedback is the most important 
thing the university has to work with to im-
prove itself. It matters what you have to say 
because you guys are the only ones who can 
really experience what your studies is like. 
Sometimes not all students seem to realize 

how much their opinion matters, not only to 
us but to the university as a whole. Whether 
it’s the course evaluations, the comments you 
send in to the OpCo, or general conversations 
overheard by a teacher, your opinion is taken 
into account and changes can and will be made 
where needed.

This is one of the reasons why we want to en-
courage you to fill in the evaluation forms you 
receive at the end of the course! Don’t forget!   

We would like to take the opportunity to wish 
next year’s Curriculum Committee the very 
best of luck. And to wish you all the very best 
of luck on your final exams and a really great 
holiday! 

Kind regards, 

The Curriculum Committee (OpCo) 

every glance that is thrown Katherine’s way, 
there is disdain, a feeling of superiority, or at 
best-feigned sympathy. The issue of segrega-
tion becomes painfully obvious when Johnson, 
who has just joined the all-white, all-male, 
Space Task Group, has to run hundreds of 
meters back to her old workplace to go to the 
bathroom because there is no bathroom for 
“colored women” in her new building. Despite 
the many struggles she faces, she shows her-
self to be the only one capable of calculating 
the rocket trajectories accurately. Even after 
IBM computers are installed at the Langley fa-
cility, the machines’ data has to be rechecked 
by Johnson. Her work was so impressive that 
John Glenn, a member of the Mercury Sev-
en and the first American to orbit the earth, 
would only accept his flight plan after it had 
been checked by her.

Ultimately, this movie is also about the (tradi-
tional) American Dream. The main characters 
are trying to make it career-wise, while still 
taking care of their families. But by showing 
how important these women were for the 
fulfillment of the national dream (a manned 
lunar landing before the end of the decade), it 
argues that for America to be, for the lack of 
a better word, “great”, people of all races and 
backgrounds should be given the opportunity 
to fulfill their own American Dream. Without 
these women, the Space Race and subsequent-
ly the Cold War could have run quite differ-
ently. 
It was nice to see that the film was widely ap-
preciated by critics and moviegoers alike. Not 

only did the movie earn several Oscar nomina-
tions, at one point it was the best-visited film 
of the year, earning more than $200 million in 
total. The cultural significance of this movie 
cannot be ignored. ‘Hidden Figures’ pro-
vides positive role models for girls, especially 
African American girls, who want to pursue a 
career in math, science or engineering, which 
is a welcome message since in many plac-
es girls are still told they can’t or shouldn’t 
do this. The movie also sparked grassroots 
movements to get poor families to see it. It 
started with Taylor Richardson, a 13-year-old 
girl from Florida who wants to be an astro-
naut and was so inspired by the movie that 
she tried to and succeeded in raise enough 
money for 100 other girls to see the movie too. 
Among others, Octavia Spencer, who plays 
Dorothy Vaughan, also joined this movement 
and bought all the tickets for an LA screening 
of the film especially for low-income families 
who would otherwise not have been able to 
pay for the tickets. 

For such an amazing story it is astounding 
that so few people knew about it before the 
book and movie were released. Katherine 
Johnson was only awarded the Presidential of 
Freedom in 2015, at age 95(!). As Janelle Monáe 
said after she was told she got the part of Mary 
Jackson “Just think about how many other 
stories are hidden that we don’t know about”. 
This story is so unbelievable that you might 
start to think it couldn’t possibly have hap-
pened. But it did. So just watch the film. Be 
awed by the story. And pass it along.
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Recently Ivanka posted a photo to her Insta-
gram account from inside the White House. 
She’s seen sitting on a window sill dressed 
in stylish business attire, while simultane-
ously talking on the phone and balancing her 
youngest son, Theodore, on her lap. To many, 
it was the quintessential portrait of a feminist: 
a working mom balancing career with family 
– quite literally. Her photo is a very carefully 
cultivated image of power and conservative 
feminism. There are lots of symbols at play: 
the cell phone, the black trousers and top all 
speaking to her image of a businesswoman, 
while it’s all softened by the laughing baby on 
her lap. It’s an image of perfection and perfect 
balance between two symbols of success for 
women: power and children.

The high-achieving elder daughter of Presi-
dent Donald Trump is, on the surface, a glow-
ing picture of modern American womanhood: 
a mother of three young children who built 
a business that bears her name. A glamor-
ous figure whom it would be easy to picture 
balancing a baby in one hand and a briefcase 
in the other, all in a pair of high heels from 
her personal collection. She has it all – includ-

Pien van den Heuvel ing the ear of father president and a husband, 
Jared Kushner, who acts as senior advisor in 
the Trump administration. 
But while Ivanka Trump has found both per-
sonal and professional success by enjoying 
the benefits of feminism, she is far from the 
symbol of a feminist future. Instead, she’s a 
kind of post-feminist peddler, selling us tra-
ditional femininity and support of male-pow-
er wrapped up in a feminist bow. 

Trump is working hard to convince us that 
her father isn’t a misogynist by attempting to 
present the softer side of a man whose best-
known quote on gender involves “grabbing 
pussies.” It would be laughable if it wasn’t so 
dangerous. As feminism continues to grow 
more powerful – millions of women marched 
against Trump and sexism just after his inau-
guration – conservative women will try to use 
the rhetoric of the movement to mask Repub-
lican misogyny. 

The most dangerous player in all of this is 
Ivanka herself – poised, polished, telegenic 
and continually trotted out as a salve for her 
father’s explicit sexism. Even though Ivanka’s 

Ivanka:  
        The other First Lady

Since her father was sworn in as president of the United 
States, Ivanka Trump has made it her mission to do the 
feminist version of having her cake and eating it too.
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feminist bonafides are shaky at best – the 
childcare plan she pushed doesn’t include 
fathers, her Women Who Work campaign is 
more Pinterest than activist, she supports an 
impenitent racist misogynist – any criticism 
of her is positioned as a rejection of feminist 
ideals. Ivanka taking interest in women’s 
issues is fine but using them to cover for her 
father’s rank bigotry is reprehensible. 

Ivanka Trump wants the public to buy her 
being both feminist and not a feminist at 
once. She poses for girl power photo-ops but 
doesn’t speak up for women healthcare. Her 
brand’s tagline is Women Who Work, but she 
doesn’t fight for a living wage for all female 
workers and manufacturers of her clothing 
overseas in countries where workers are often 
mistreated. She’s proud to be a wife and a 
mother but hasn’t made a peep about the 
country’s maternal mortality rate. Ivanka, 
an obvious beneficiary of the work of femi-
nists, does little to actually help the sort of 
women who would have no reason or means 
to purchase Ivanka Trump-branded pumps 
and pencil skirts. The child leave policy she’s 
rumoured to be circulating on Capitol Hill is 

little more than an opt-in tax break for busi-
nesses, with benefits that would go primarily 
to women earning more than $100,000 per 
year. Ivanka may be empowered, but she is not 
empowering. 

If Ivanka has demonstrated anything in her 
social media activity, it’s that she’s currently 
living out a privileged dream – she gets to en-
joy all the spoils of the White House without 
actually doing any work. She has access to 
the country’s highest office because of her 
father, and her access is further broadened by 
her husband’s appointment. Basically, Ivanka 
didn’t do anything to get to the White House; 
the men in her life did.  Ivanka Trump has 
written a book called “Women Who Work,” 
so must presumably think she has advice to 
offer other women. But trying to emulate the 
Ivanka model without her financial means is a 
slippery path. Most American women won’t be 
fooled by “empowered” slogans and hashtags. 
And no matter how many female faces Trump 
surrounds himself with, we know exactly who 
he is and what he thinks of women. 
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Catherine Mastebroek Summers are meant for adventures. That’s 
what my mom used to say. And every summer, 
we’d have a little adventure of our own. When 
I was little, these adventures were limited to 
building huts in the backyard and sleeping un-
der the stars together. But as I got older, the 
adventures changed with me. My mom started 
taking me on long hikes in the woods near our 
home and we would fish in rivers or hunt for 
birds together, staying away for days on end 
before we returned home. We never got lost, 
she always knew the way. She mapped those 
adventures the whole year, going out every 
weekend by herself to memorize more of the 
woods and then when it was summer, she 
would take me with her and show me the new 
spots she had found for us.

I never knew my dad. He left her before I was 
even born, but she told me stories about him 
either way. He was beautiful, she would say, 
with dreamy eyes and a wild mane of bright 
red hair. He lived in the forest and that’s 
where they met, when she was out hiking. It 
was in the first days of the summer after she 
graduated from University. She bumped into 
him when she was looking for water and he 
helped her get to a creek. The connection was 
there immediately. She spent days and nights 

talking with him, but she wouldn’t tell me 
what they talked about. She brought him back 
with her to the house of her parents, where we 
live, and he stayed with her all Summer, tak-
ing her for long walks in the woods and pluck-
ing flowers for her to wear in her hair. He was 
a romantic guy. When the end of summer 
neared, and she found out she was pregnant, 
he vanished. The guy just didn’t have the guts 
to own up to what he did. He only left her a 
letter, but what was in it she never told me. It 
must have been good, since she forgave him 
for leaving us behind. Her parents were furi-
ous, but they let her keep me. And so I grew 
up without a dad, but in a home filled with 
love and laughter, even after my grandparents 
passed away when I was eleven.

I’m about to turn eighteen now and I just 
graduated high school. My mom went to 
the woods as usual last weekend, but she 
still hasn’t returned. It’s been five days. I’m 
getting worried. She always leaves all her 
electronics when she goes and I have no way 
of reaching her. I’m scared that if I break 
into her room, I’ll find a goodbye letter, but I 
have to know if something happened to her. 
I broke into her room, and there was a box 
for me. Inside was the letter I so feared, but it 

Summer’s Forest



The Issue  | Summer 2017  |  21

reviewprose/poetry

was different than I thought. She wrote to me 
that I can come find her if I want to, or stay in 
the human world. I don’t understand why she 
called it ‘the human world’. There was also a 
crudely drawn map of the forest and another 
letter, but it was addressed to her and looked 
much older than the other things. I read it af-
ter reading the first, but I still don’t fully un-
derstand. It was written by an ‘Ayre’. I think 
he was my dad. He wrote to her about the pain 
of having to leave her and their unborn son, 
and how he begged her to come find him once 
their son would come of age. They could live 
in the woods together with his ‘people’. And 
he made a request. If she would please call 
me ‘Virion’. I never knew where she got that 
name...

As I leave the house, I pack my things and 
leave for the woods. I don’t have a lot of things 
with me, only the map, food for about a week 
and bottles to fill with water. I need to find 
my mom and I need to know if Ayre spoke the 
truth and is truly out there. I’m sick of people 
being so vague about the past, never telling 
me anything. I want to know who my dad is, 
and why he never came back. I want my mom 
to tell me why I always have to wear a cap so 
people won’t see my hair and ears. I had to 
make up excuses, but I don’t understand why, 
there’s nothing wrong with me. There are 
more people with pink hair. So what if I don’t 
have to dye mine because it’s always been like 
that. And what’s wrong with the birth defect 
of my ears? They’re only pointed! And still I 

always wear the cap. Only when we’re deep in 
the forest I get to take it off. Well, I’m taking it 
off now too. I’m not ashamed of myself.

The map is leading me deep into the forest, 
deeper than I’d ever been with mom. But I’m 
not afraid, and somehow I don’t feel alone. 
In fact, for the last few days the sense that 
I’m being watched has been increasing... I’m 
running out of mapped ground too. There’s 
only two lines of hastily written instructions 
that say ‘keep going’ and ‘they will take you by 
the waterfall’. Who is they? And where is this 
waterfall? I’m starting to lose hope of finding 
mom. I think I can hear something following 
me and just last night I caught a glimpse of 
blue between the bushes, but when I blinked it 
was gone. I’ve run out of food and there isn’t 
any water to fish. I haven’t been able to catch 
birds either, I never was very good at that. I 
think I may be dying out here. I’m scared.

There’re voices calling out to me. I wonder 
if they’ll save me. ‘Virion, Virion!’ It keeps 
repeating, getting closer.

When I woke up, I was in the strangest place. 
My mom was there too, and a red-haired man, 
Ayre. His ears are pointy, like mine. There are 
so many people here, with hair in bright and 
unusual colors and pointy ears. We live in huts 
in the trees. I got my own. Ayre welcomed me 
here. He told me everything. I’m still trying 
to understand, but a lot of things make sense 
now. I’m home at last.
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Cancer (June 21-July 22)
There’s a division in your so-
cial group right now. Whether 
everyone wants to go out and you 
don’t, or you want to party and 

nobody else does, you’re going to have to go 
with what the majority wants and make the 
best out of it. You can’t have everything after 
all. Have some chicken nuggets.
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Horoscope

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18) 
Be yourself. People should appre-
ciate you for being you and you 
should never have to act differ-
ently for anyone. True friends will 

appreciate your true colors and if anyone tells 
you to change, they’re simply just not worth 
your time.  

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Value your friends. The best 
and most beautiful things in 
this world cannot be seen or 
touched – they must be felt with 

the heart. Friendship is one of those things, 
so do something special for your friends. You 
could write them a poem, make a drawing or 
perhaps bake them some cookies.

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20)
Should you follow your heart, or 
should you do what’s practical? 
It’s always a hard decision, but 
it’s not a decision you have to 

make today. Ask people for advice and wait 
a while before you make irrevocable choices. 
Keep in mind though, that sometimes follow-
ing your heart isn’t bad at all. 

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)
Go outside! Take a deep breath 
of fresh air and smell the flowers 
outside. Close your eyes and let 
the warmth of the sun embrace 

you, you’ll instantly feel more energetic. If you 
want to start a new project, this is the time. 
Let the sun fuel you.

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21)
One of your friends might be feel-
ing a bit down and maybe they’re 
not behaving like their normal 
friendly self. Don’t instantly get 

angry, but try to be there for them, even if 
they don’t really want to share why. That’s 
what friends are for after all. 

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) 
Are you working on a project? You 
might draw a blank out of no-
where. No matter how hard you 
think of it, you can’t come up with 

a good way to proceed. It’s best to give yourself 
a break and relax, forcing the issue will only 
make it worse. It will come naturally before 
you know it!

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Technology can be the best friend 
you have in life, but it can also be 
the biggest party pooper. So con-
sider putting your phone down 

more often, especially when you’re doing 
something with friends or family. People will 
appreciate that more than you know. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
It’s super important to take good 
care of yourself and to do at least 
one thing that YOU want to do 
every day. So look in the mirror 

and just think ‘damn, I’m actually great!’. You 
could also do a facemask, chill session on the 
couch or eat your favorite food. 

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)
You can’t succeed at everything 
in life, but you always have to 
give it your all, no matter what. 
The price of success is hard work 

and dedication, but most of all the determi-
nation that whether you win or lose, you have 
done everything you possibly can. Follow your 
instinct. 

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)
Don’t forget that your friends in 
high places are first and foremost 
your friends. It would be a shame 
to forget, especially if that leads 

to you only focussing on how they can get you 
to where you want to be. They became your 
friends because they’re great, not because 
they have a high position!

Leo (July 23-Aug 22) 
Don’t be surprised if one of your 
recent accomplishments earns 
you several curtain calls. This 
is YOUR chance to shine and 

you should take it with both hands. Do what 
you’ve always wanted to do and make sure you 
inspire others in the process. 

Cassie Kempka
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Upcoming Events

May
15th    Ratchet College Party

 23th    Pub Crawl
30th  Anglo-American Summerfest

 


