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State of 
the Union

Word from 
the Board

One might divide the year into semesters 
or months but I choose to divide the year 
into four sections: every section – spring, 
summer, fall and winter – marks a new 
edition of The Issue. Basically, I don’t need 
a calendar; I just ask our editor-in-chief 
when the newest edition of The Issue will 
arrive and I know what time it is: WILD-
CATS! 
        For now, I would, however, like to 
take a moment to direct your attention to 
a new, at least for me, television show: 
Designated Survivor. During the Carnival 
break I stumbled across this TV series when 
I scrolled through Netflix in one of my 
futile attempts to relax while I was actually 
going through, what some might call, an 
“I’m-not-doing-anything-but-I’m-think-
ing-about-everything-I-still-have-to-do-
so-now-I’m-definitely-not-relaxed-at-
all-although-I’m-laying-here-on-the-
couch-being-lazy” crisis. I decided, against 
all better judgment, to watch the first 
episode of Designated Survivor – although 
it isn’t the best television series I’ve ever 
seen, it is somewhat of a must-see for us 
American Studies majors. Anyway, when 
Netflix decided to automatically stream 
episode two – really, I had no way to con-
trol this unfortunate event - my parents 
walked in and sat down next to me. Long 
story short, when I was back in Nijmegen 
my parents had already binge-watched the 
first season together and I, the twenty-
one-year old daughter who had introduced 
them to this phenomenon called: “sit-
down-and-watch-a-television-series”, am 
obviously super proud that my mom and 
dad are now officially participating mem-
bers of my Netflix-account. My parents are 
super excited for season two to air – so if 
you want to join my parents and me on the 
sofa to fangirl about Designated Survivor 
be sure to watch the first season! This may 
seem like clandestine advertising but ac-
tually, I just wanted to say that my parents 
are simply the best. 

On behalf of the XIVth Board of USA Ni-
jmegen,

Amanda de Lannoy
Chairwoman 2016-2017

Chaos. This is perhaps the only word that 
can accurately describe the state of the 
union. Luckily, Issue writers have once 
again tried their best to make sense of 
the political turmoil that has plagued the 
US during the first 100 days of the Trump 
presidency. One the administration’s most 
controversial actions, the immigration 
ban has also been one of the vaguest. Ralf 
Corsten’s article deals with the details and 
fallout of Trump’s two executive orders 
that had a major impact on immigration. 

However, because of the constant supply of 
scandals and absurd news, other important 
stories are not covered as much as they 
should be. Vincent Veerbeek writes about 
the background of the Dakota Access Pipe-
line construction, the protests against it, 
and what will happen to it now that Trump 
is president. 

All this bad news would make anyone 
scared for the future, but executive or-
ders and oil spills are not the only things 
threatening humanity. In her review of 
the new HBO series Westworld, Pien van 
den Heuvel, describes the show’s dysto-
pian future setting, which includes robots 
approaching sentience, as more and more 
likely to happen. 

If you are completely fed up with the un-
ending avalanche of controversy and chaos 
in Washington, why not watch a relaxing 
baseball game? Robin Stafleu’s explanation 
is all you need to catch on. But before you 
start watching the game, take some time 
to prepare the MasterchefCo’s new recipe: 
Sloppy Joe, sweet potato fries, and a ba-
nana milkshake. Watching sports is always 
better with comfort food.

Enjoy,

Loïs Machelessen,
Editor-in-Chief

editorial



During President Trump’s short time in office, he’s already 
been the subject of a number of controversies. Many of these 
controversies center around his appointments, statements, 
and public addresses; few center around actual acts of policy. 
Being the head of the executive office, Trump doesn’t get to 
handle the brunt of legislation until it’s been through Con-
gress. However, that doesn’t mean he can’t do anything by 
himself – which is where Executive Orders come in. Let’s take 
a closer look at the two of Trump’s most controversial Execu-
tive Orders in this issue’s America Explained.
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Trump’s 
Executive Orders 
on Immigration



immigration further. In 1965, most of these 
systems were removed in favor of a flat rate 
of 170,000 immigrants per years, which was 
increased to 675,000 in 1990.

Executive Order 13767 “Border Security and 
Immigration Enforcement Improvements”
This order, signed on January 25th, addressed 
Trump’s campaign pledge to build a wall along 
the border with Mexico. The order directs for 
the wall to be built, though construction can-
not begin until Congress has approved funds 
for it. The American Wall (to coin a phrase) 
is estimated to cost between 15 and 25 billion 
dollars, and will take more than three years to 
build. Much of the border is already covered 
by fences and border patrol, and the extent 
to which Trump will up the security is still 
unknown.

The Controversy
In the United States, the wall has become a 
shorthand for Trump’s policies and approach. 
Much the subject of ridicule in his early can-
didacy, lately it is being seen as exemplifying 
Trump’s nonchalant attitude towards women, 
racial minorities, and the LGBT community. 
Much of the controversy surrounding the wall 
is part of a larger debate over whether – and 
to what extent – Trump and his policies are 
bigoted.
 There’s one place where the wall has 
created a lot of backlash, and that’s Mexico. 
Mexicans have united and rallied behind their 
president, protesting that they will not pay for 
the wall – one of Trump’s campaign promis-
es. A proposed ‘wall tax’ – a tariff on Mexi-
can imports – has been met with threats of a 
trade war. In both scenarios, the United States 
stands to lose, considering the fact that key 
US companies outsource much more of their 
production line to Mexico than vice versa.

A Short History of Mexican Deportation
President Trump has also promised to deport 
up to three million undocumented immi-
grants. This too is nothing new. Two earli-
er waves of Mexican immigrants have also 
been deported and repatriated. During the 
Great Depression, up to two million people 
were forcibly relocated to Mexico, purely 
based on ethnicity and not on citizenship (in 
areas where Latinos had been living before 
Americans!). This deportation is still largely 
unknown. In 2006, nine common US history 
textbooks devoted a combined total of four 
pages to it, compared to eighteen on Japanese 
internment in World War II.
 When illegal immigration rose again 
after World War II, a 1954 program named 
Operation Wetback sent back over one million 
undocumented immigrants, resulting in the 
beginnings of US-Mexican border patrol as we 
know it today.
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america explained

Ralf Corsten

Executive Order 13769 “Protecting the 
Nation from Terrorist Entry into the United 
States”
This order, signed on January 27th, addressed 
Trump’s campaign pledge for “a complete 
and total shutdown of Muslims entering the 
United States until our country’s represen-
tatives can figure out what the hell is going 
on”. It suspended the admissions of refugees 
for 120 days and restricted the admission of 
citizens from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Syria, 
Sudan, and Yemen for 90 days, suspending the 
admission of Syrian refugees indefinitely.

The Controversy
Initially, much of the controversy derived 
from the fact that the order was quite vague. 
It seemed to discriminate by country of birth 
rather than nationality or residency, and there 
were some indications that those affected 
were simply not allowed to enter the United 
States at all. Many travelers found themselves 
suddenly stranded at airports, unable to go 
on to the United States for fear of not getting 
past border patrol. The status of Green Card 
holders and those with double nationalities 
were also uncertain.
 In addition, many critiqued the White 
House’s justification for the order, which 
was mainly based on terrorism and national 
security. The attacks of September 11th were 
mentioned explicitly by President Trump, 
despite the fact that the perpetrators of 9/11 
did not come from any of the seven countries 
mentioned above. Most came from Saudi Ara-
bia, a longtime US friend and ally. The order 
seemed to be more geared towards interna-
tional relations instead. It alienated Iran, with 
which President Obama had worked hard to 
negotiate a nuclear deal, a deal that had been 
especially unpopular with Trump and his sup-
porters.
 Finally, many were concerned about 
the constitutionality of the order, especially 
in terms of executive powers and constitu-
tionality. It gained the epithet ‘the Muslim 
ban’, indicating a widely held belief that it 
specifically targeted that particular religion, 
and further fueling suspicions of a White Na-
tionalist agenda in the White House. It was in 
court that Trump met his match: the order was 
successfully challenged on the Fifth Amend-
ment’s due process clause and the First’s 
establishment clause, which forbids religious 
discrimination. On February 3rd, a temporary 
restraining order was issued, allowing Mus-
lims and other refugees to immigrate freely 
once more, for now.

A Short History of American Exclusionism
Just to put things in a historical context, let’s 
take a short look at some of the more ques-
tionable immigration policies that were once 
in the place in the United States. You thought 
the Muslim ban was bad? Let me introduce you 
to 1882’s Chinese Exclusion Act, a card-car-
rying piece of discriminatory legislation if 
there ever was one. It wasn’t until 1965 that 
the Chinese – and the vast majority of Asians 
– could emigrate to the United States, thanks 
to the “Asian Barred Zone” created in the 
Immigration Act of 1917. This zone covered 
the entire Asian continent, with the exception 
of Russia, Japan, and the Philippines (then a 
US territory). From the 1920s onwards, a strict 
quota system was in place, aiming to control 
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sports

Robin Stafleu

Robin Stafleu

sports

Baseball
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n the US alone it’s played 
by almost 25 million 
people, and many see a 
baseball game as a fun 
leisure activity to play or to 
visit. When the game’s on, 
two teams of nine people 
play it on a field that has 

a diamond shape. On the field, a square is 
formed by four plates, called home plate, and 
first, second and third base. The players of one 
team stand around the field, called the defen-
sive team, and are all wearing leather gloves 
to catch balls with. Why do they have to catch 
balls, you might wonder? Well, because some 
other guy, the so-called batter of the offensive 
team, is sending them flying with this wooden 
stick called a bat. But why? So, that the people 
on the defensive team have to run after the 
ball and he gets the chance to go around the 
field and back to home plate to score points 
before the defensive team gets the ball back to 
the home plate. The most important player on 
the defensive team is the pitcher, who throws 
the ball from his location in the middle of 
the square on the pitcher’s mound, towards 
the catcher who is behind home plate. Other 
players on the defensive team have their own 
positions. There are the first, second, and 
third baseman, the short stop, and the left 
fielder, center fielder, and right fielder. They 
all can, however, move around the field as 
they deem fit. 

If the batter hits the ball over the fence, he 
can run past all bases which results in a home 
run. This is quite rare however, most of the 
times the batter only makes it to the first or 
second base, since he otherwise would be 
tagged by a fielder, who is in possession of the 
ball. On a base itself, a batter is safe and can-
not be tagged. If all bases are occupied and the 
next batter, then hits a home run it’s called 
a grand slam. This scores you serious points. 
In total the batter has three opportunities 
to hit the ball that is thrown by the pitch-
er. If he misses it’s called a strike, and three 
strikes make an out. Three outs and the teams 
switch. If a batter is tagged it also counts as 
an out, and when a ball is caught before it 
hits the ground, it’s an out too. The final way 
to make an out is to hit the base the batter is 
running towards with the ball. The team that 
has brought most players back to base, which 
is called a run, at the end of the game wins. 
A game generally consists of nine innings, 
which means that each team is nine times on 
the defense and nine times on the offense. If 
the score is tied after this, as many additional 
innings as needed are added.  

The biggest competition in North America is 
called the Major League Baseball, or just MLB. 
The MLB combines the American League and 
the National League and in total consists of 

T
30 teams. Both the American and the Na-
tional league then consist of 15 teams each, 
which are divided into three divisions. Each 
team plays 162 matches over the course of six 
months, starting in April. A team’s schedule 
is usually organized in three-game series and 
generally a team plays five to seven times a 
week. Each team plays 19 times against the 
other four teams in its division and one home 
series and away series, so generally six times, 
against the other ten teams in its league. A 
team also plays one of the divisions in the 
other league with two opponents in a three-
game home series, two in a three-game away 
series, and one with four games split between 
home and away. Then each team also has an 
interleague natural rival, most of the time 
its counterpart in the same metro area, with 
which it plays two home games and two away 
games each year. So, definitely not the easiest 
of structures, but plenty of baseball to witness 
from April till October. 
The winners of the American and the Nation-
al league will play the final, which is quite 
inaccurately called the World Series, since 193 
of 195 nations don’t actually participate. Of 
the 30 teams 29 are of the United States and 
one team is from Canada. The winner of the 
World Series receives the World Series Trophy 
and World Series rings. The New York Yankees 
lead in terms of World Series won, with 27 
out of 112. This year the Chicago Cubs are the 
defending champs. 

If you ever visit a baseball game, there is a 
chance that you’ll leave with a souvenir. If the 
ball is hit into the crowd and you either catch 
it or pick it up, it’s yours to keep. One guy 
who is an absolute pro at this is Zack Hample, 
who has caught over 9000(!) balls. He’s made 
numerous videos on how he has managed to 
catch so many and they’re actually quite fun-
ny. They’re all on YouTube so you can check 
them out for yourself.

Robin Staflue



8  |  The Issue  |  Spring 2017

The MasterchefCo is back with a new rec-
ipe! We do have to admit that it’s not as 

fancy as some of the other recipes we pre-
sented. However, it’s great comfort/hang-

over food and super easy to make: it’s 
called a Sloppy Joe, which is basically pas-

ta Bolognese, but the pasta is swapped 
for a hamburger bun. Sounds weird, but 
tastes great. We decided to serve them 

with additional bacon because we wanted 
to, and let’s be honest: who would com-
plain over some extra bacon? Exactly. No 
one. To make it a bit more of a dinner op-
tion, we added some sweet potato fries 

and made a milkshake. Of course, you can 
tweak it however you want: add some let-
tuce or cheese, have some coleslaw with 

it, the options are endless.

Sloppy Joe (2 per person)

o 4 hamburger buns 
o 300g ground beef
o ½ a (red) bell pepper
o ½ an onion
o 200g diced tomatoes
o 1 tbsp tomato paste
o 4 strips of bacon (or more)
o salt, pepper, paprika powder, chili  
 flakes to taste
o Butter/ vegetable oil to fry

Instructions: 
1. Cut up the garlic and onion and fry off in a 
frying pan for a couple of minutes. Add the 
ground beef and bell pepper and stir contin-
uously until the beef is cooked. Add the diced 
tomatoes, tomato paste and spices to taste 
and reduce until most liquid has evaporated.

2. Cut the hamburger buns open and put the 
inner sides down onto a pan (this dries out the 
bread and prevents your burger from sucking 
up moisture and thus getting soggy).

3. Cook up your bacon and drain the fat by 
putting it on a paper towel

4. Assemble your burger with the beef mixture 
and bacon (and any other things you might 
want to add).

Sloppy Joe, 
Sweet Potato Fries 
& a Banana Milkshake 
(for 2 ;)
&
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Sweet potato fries

o 400g sweet potatoes (or buy pre-cut 
sweet potato fries)
o salt, paprika powder to taste
o vegetable oil

Instructions:
1. Preheat your oven to 200°C.
2. Cut up your sweet potatoes in fry shape (or 
open the package of your precut fries)
3. Put all fries in a bowl with a few tablespoons 
of oil. Add the salt and paprika powder to taste 
(we put in quite a lot), mix until all fries are 
coated evenly and put them on a baking tray 
in your preheated oven. Bake for about 20 
minutes, flip them and bake for another 20 
minutes.

Banana milkshake

o 1½ bananas
o 200ml vanilla ice cream
o 100ml milk

Instructions:
1. Peel and cut the bananas, add the ice cream 
and milk and blend using a blender. You can 
always add more milk and ice cream if you find 
it tastes too banana-ey. Serve in a glass with a 
straw that is fancier than the one we used. (If 
you don’t have a blender, pureeing the banan-
as with a fork and adding the ice cream and 
milk and mixing using a whisk also works, the 
only difference is that this method will result 
in a chunkier milkshake.)

Of course, this recipe is very much tweakable. 
Like we said before, you can add anything you 
want onto your burger, season your fries with 
different herbs and spices, or swap the banan-
as in the milkshake for strawberries, raspber-
ries, or leave out the fruit altogether. We hope 
you enjoy (making) these recipes as much as 
we did. Until next time!

masterchefco
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the big picture
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Donald Trump has been up to all kinds of 
stuff, both bad and good (I guess) since he 
was inaugurated in January, but one of the 
executive orders that came out of his rocky 
first week in office that was particularly bad, 
was the one that allowed construction of the 
Dakota Access Pipeline (officially called the 
Bakken Pipeline) to be continued. This pipe-
line is being built by Energy Transfer Partners, 
an energy company from Texas, and once 
completed will carry oil from North Dakota to 
Illinois, a distance of almost 1,800 kilometers. 
The pipeline is nearly finished, but one part of 
the route has proven particularly contentious 
and has caused a lot of outrage in the Native 
community and beyond, with the Standing 
Rock Sioux as the main opponent. Thousands 
of protesters, the so-called Water Protectors 
based on the creed that water is life, have 
gathered on the Standing Rock reservation 
near Cannonball, North Dakota. At its peak, 
representatives of more than two hundred 
Indian nations were present, making it fairly 
unprecedented in terms of scale and involve-
ment of Native tribes. 

All of this started back in 2015, when the plans 
for the pipeline were started and construc-
tion began, mostly across private land and 
without a lot of trouble. A legal battle against 
construction of the pipeline began in August 
of 2016 and, as work continued, a camp was 
formed, and the protests began in earnest. In 
October, a piece of land off the reservation was 

occupied to prevent further construction there 
and to protect ancestral lands. The reasons 
these lands are important to the tribe but not 
part of their reservation is probably obvious: 
there was a treaty and the United States broke 
it, as per usual. The treaty in question is the 
1851 Fort Laramie Treaty, which established 
that land as belonging to the Standing Rock 
Sioux. Settlement requests made by the Amer-
ican government since then have always been 
denied. Of course, most American land was at 
some point stolen from indigenous tribes to 
begin with, but even in that context, this is 
problematic. Construction on the site violates 
the National Historic Preservation Act, which 
allows tribes to identify sacred lands and 
prevent construction from happening there. 
Clearly, they were never consulted.

With all of this in mind, protests continued 
throughout October and November, frequently 
leading to confrontations between the Wa-
ter Protectors and law enforcement. In most 
instances, however, these were attacks on the 
camp by law enforcement rather than the oth-
er way around, and overall the protests have 
been peaceful and the protesters unarmed. 
This makes the response by law enforcement 
–often in military gear– all the more extreme, 
as they shoot people, including reporters, with 
rubber bullets, and use water cannons in sub-
zero temperatures. Not to mention the hun-
dreds of people that have been arrested since 
the protests started. Eventually, on December 

Standing Rock
Vincent Veerbeek

Stand With
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4 of 2016, a major victory was won as the Army 
Corps of Engineers, part of the United States 
military, prevented further construction along 
the current route from taking place by start-
ing a lengthy environmental review process. 
Few were excited, however, as the prospect of 
the incoming Trump presidency signaled this 
might only be a temporary victory. And they 
were right: on January 24, just four days into 
his presidency, Trump signed an executive 
order that allowed the army to reconsider this 
decision. Since then, they have done so and 
construction has begun again, which means 
the pipeline will most likely be completed 
without further inquiry into the possible con-
sequences for the environment. Nevertheless, 
the protests continue. 

Apart from the concerns over land owner-
ship and the protection of land ownership, 
the main focus of the Standing Rock protests 
has been environmental concerns. Not only 
do they ensure the continued use of fossil 
fuels, but they also pose risks on a more local 
level threatening ecosystems and potential-
ly contaminating drinking water. Pipelines 
like the DAPL, the Keystone XL Pipeline (also 
revived per executive order) and many others 
are not that safe, as numerous incidents over 
the past years have proven time and again. 
These issues are also part of the reason, why 
this movement has gained a lot of support 
from outside of the Native community as well, 
including celebrities like Neil Young and Mark 
Ruffalo and a handful of politicians, including 
a certain democratic socialist from Vermont 
(Bernie!). Furthermore, several organiza-
tions, including Black Lives Matter, have also 
expressed their support for the Water Protec-
tors’ efforts.

At this point you might wonder why this pipe-
line is even being built in the first place, which 
is a fair question. According to the Trump 

Standing Rock
administration, it is somehow necessary to 
use American oil because as we all know, oil is 
the future (spoiler alert: it isn’t) and it might 
create a few jobs. Still, the question remains 
why things have been so rushed, ignoring 
environmental procedures. In the case of the 
area around the Standing Rock reservation, 
racism probably plays a major role, especially 
given the fact that these considerations were 
made for the original route, which ran past 
the predominantly white city of Bismarck. The 
protesters call themselves Water Protectors 
for a reason. 

The most likely scenario going forward is that 
the remainder of the pipeline will be built and 
eventually put into use, after which the pro-
tests at this specific location may die down a 
little, although future incidents, for example a 
leak in the pipeline, could reinvigorate it. Both 
the Standing Rock Sioux and the nearby Chey-
enne River Sioux continue to fight this deci-
sion in court for the time being, which may 
or may not be successful. Regardless of the 
outcomes of those fights however, the larger 
fight is by no means over. There are dozens 
of pipelines throughout the United States and 
Canada, a lot of which cross (former) Native 
American lands and Standing Rock is certainly 
not unique within the long history of colonial-
ism, suppression, and genocide, but perhaps 
it can mark a turning point. There are all kinds 
of other issues that Native Americans still face 
in terms of prejudice and discrimination and 
in many ways Standing Rock is only the symp-
tom of a much bigger problem. Even with this 
specific battle over and in many ways lost, the 
scale on which protests occurred here is very 
rare and might be an important starting point 
for further resistance. Finally, it is important 
to keep in mind perhaps the most important 
lesson from Standing Rock for all of us.

current affairs
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NASA’s 
next 

Frontier

In February, NASA made headlines because 
of the discovery of seven exoplanets orbiting 
the same star 39 light years away. This excit-
ing announcement provided much-needed 
relief from the ongoing political chaos in the 
US. Three of the planets in the TRAPPIST-1 
are at the right distance to be in the so-
called “habitable zone”, the region around 
a star where conditions permit conditions 
favorable to life as we know it on earth, most 
importantly the right temperature to allow 
liquid water at the planets’ surfaces. Al-
though it’s way too early to claim the planets 
can sustain life (we will know more when the 
James Webb Space Telescope, which launch-
es in 2018, will study the planets’ atmo-
spheres), many people have suggested the 
TRAPPIST-1 system as a potential destina-
tion for future space missions. Considering 
the current spaceflight capabilities of NASA, 
is there any chance this will happen soon?
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Ibrahim Alaoui

NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration) is perhaps best known for the 
Apollo missions that brought humankind 
to the moon. In total, on the six missions 
between 1969 and 1972, twelve people walked 
on the lunar surface. NASA was formed in 1958 
out of the NACA (National Advisory Commit-
tee for Aeronautics) as a response to the USSR 
bringing its first satellite into orbit, signaling 
the start of the “Space Race”. NASA was to be 
a civilian organization focused on challenging 
the Soviet Union in areas like exploration and 
research instead of military supremacy. At the 
end of the 1950s, NASA attempted to bring the 
first person into space (defined as being more 
than 100km above earth’s surface) with the 
Mercury missions. The USSR managed it first 
with Yuri Gagarin in 1961. A year later, John 
Glenn became the first American to orbit the 
earth. This success turned the seven Mercu-
ry astronauts into national heroes, inspiring 
books and movies like The Right Stuff, Arma-
geddon, and Space Cowboys. This year, an-
other side of the Mercury Missions was turned 
into a movie. Hidden Figures tells the story 
of African American women, like Katherine 
G. Johnson, who worked as mathematicians 
at NASA and who were vital in computing 
the trajectories of the Mercury Missions. The 
Gemini missions that followed were focused 
more on trying to make rockets and landers 
that would make a trip to space survivable. 
Eventually, this operation turned into the 
Apollo Missions that brought Americans first 
into orbit around the moon in 1968 and a year 
later on its actual surface, which practically 
ended the Space Race.

After the Apollo missions, the next step was 
to built space stations. NASA’s first space sta-
tion, Skylab, became operational in 1973 and 
from the 1980s onwards, the reusable Space 
Shuttles provided a way to build habitable 
stations in space that could be occupied by as-
tronauts for weeks and even months at a time. 
Although almost all 135 Space Shuttle mis-
sions were successful, two disasters, in 1986 
and 2003, destroyed two of the six Shuttles 
that were built and cost the lives of 14 astro-
nauts. These disasters slowed space explora-
tion down for a few years. After the initial goal 
of the Space Shuttle to build a space station 
was completed, they were retired in 2011. 

Manned rockets and space stations weren’t 
the only objects that were sent off into space. 
There are currently thousands of satellites 
in Earth’s orbit, space probes have been sent 
to every planet in the solar system and the 
Hubble Space Telescope, which has been in 
low Earth orbit since 1990, has dramatically 
expanded our knowledge of the universe.

Since its launch in 1998, the International 
Space Station has been occupied by astronauts 
year-round. Recently, a year long mission was 
carried out by Russian Mikhail Kornienko and 
American Scott Kelly, mainly to study what 
effects spending such a long time outside 
earth’s atmosphere have on mental and 

physical health. During this mission, NASA 
also monitored the health of Scott Kelly’s twin 
brother Mark (who used to be an astronaut as 
well) as control subject on earth. Although it 
started as a project by the US and Russia, as of 
2017, a total of 388 people from 18 countries 
have visited the International Space Station. 
Earlier this year it was announced that Jean-
nette Epps would be its first African-American 
crewmember. NASA is planning to keep using 
the ISS until at least 2028 for research pur-
poses.

But don’t think for a minute that NASA is sat-
isfied with a continuously occupied space sta-
tion in earth’s orbit. In the first few decades, 
US’s main competition for space dominance 
came from other nations, the Soviet Union 
being the most obvious and important oppo-
nent. And even though countries like China 
and India have sent unmanned missions to the 
moon, private companies are becoming more 
and more important. Elon Musk’s Space-X 
has had the most success. In cooperation with 
NASA, the company has made many break-
throughs, including building a reusable rocket 
and advanced space modules that have even 
granted his company permission to launch 
from the same launch pads that were used 
for the Apollo missions. In fact, Space-X has 
been bringing supplies to the ISS for some 
time now. Half of the American section of the 
station itself is also in the hands of a private 
company Center for the Advancement of Sci-
ence in Space.

Reluctantly, I also need to mention Trump. 
Presidential policies can have major influenc-
es on NASA and the goals it is able to accom-
plish. JFK’s 1961 speech in which he promised 
to put a man on the moon before the end of 
the decade was meant to reassure people of 
America’s dominance on Earth and in space, 
but it ended up playing a big role in NASA’s 
determination to fulfill this promise. In the 
era of détente during the presidencies of 
Nixon and Ford, the first cooperation in space 
missions between the US and the USSR took 
place. After the end of the Cold War, George 
H.W. Bush took action to make shared mis-
sions more and more frequent, and since the 
end of the Space Shuttle era, Russian Soyuz 
rockets are the only transport for astronauts 
to the ISS. Judging from what has happened in 
the last few weeks and months, cooperation 
with Russia won’t be a problem for Trump. 
However, he has said that he wanted NASA to 
direct its focus solely on space research and to 
leave the climate change research NASA has 
been conducting for years to other agencies. It 
is still unclear whether or not Trump supports 
NASA’s plans to venture out further into space 
and eventually reach Mars, especially since 
this would require a significant increase in 
NASA’s budget. Escaping the current political 
climate by moving to Mars is therefore still 
not a realistic option (let alone moving to the 
TRAPPIST-1 system) but as one of my fellow 
writers has argued in this Issue, there’s always 
Canada.
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Pien van den Heuvel Cowboys and robots – genre enthusiasts don’t 
need more than those two words. Not a major 
sci-fi fan myself, I did initially not experi-
ence an increased heart rate after hearing of 
this combination. However, I have to admit I 
judged too quickly.  The new HBO series West-
world has something for everyone.
 
Westworld is a theme park in an unknown 
place, at an unknown time, populated by 
state-of-the-art androids. Human customers 
come to live out their Wild West fantasies, 
interacting with the cyborg locals. They can 
enjoy expensive booze, and cheap women in 
an old-fashioned saloon and the more adven-
turous types can follow the sheriff through 
the hills, hunting down dangerous criminals. 
With a gun in hand, Westworld is their play-
ground. They can demolish a bar and everyone 
in it, rob a bank, raid the town and murder its 
population. All in all, Westworld allows them 
to indulge in every human sin. At the end of 
the holiday, the blood gets cleared up, the 
locals are repaired, and the whole narrative is 
re-booted for the next wave of visitors.
 
Westworld is 30 years old and struggling to 
keep the visitor experience fresh. The robots 
are constantly updated with nuanced emo-

tions, gestures, and back-stories. They’re 
capable of participating in increasing flexi-
ble narrative permutations. And don’t ex-
pect them to pull off their faces to reveal 
the circuitry behind. These “hosts,” as they 
are known, are all 3D-printed sinew. If they 
weren’t happy to let flies walk across their 
eyeballs, you couldn’t even tell they weren’t 
human. 
What you expect to happen, happens of 
course: the artificial intelligence of the robots 
develops, expands, evolves and rebels. 

The heroes are the robots: they are so sophis-
ticated they have reached the level of incipient 
consciousness, but they’re still referred to 
as “livestock” backstage. The suffering they 
endure – every day in Westworld is like a grisly 
Groundhog Day for the robots – is uncomfort-
ably real, and, thanks to a technical glitch to 
do with the most recent update – their mem-
ories aren’t being completely wiped. Mean-
while, there are mysterious corporate shenan-
igans back at Westworld HQ, presided over by 
foul-mouthed, profit-driven Theresa Cullen. 

As if that’s not enough to be getting on with, 
there’s also a western in there somewhere, 
although we’ve only snatched off it so far. The 

Westworld
If you can’t tell if it’s real, does it matter?

f(r)amed
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Dearest reader, 

Hopefully, the first half of the second semes-
ter has been good to you. We hope you enjoyed 
the fresh start and are still excited about the 
“new” courses you are taking. We hope you 
have fully recovered from any disappointing 
election- or referendum results and that you 
are ready to ace it in the last few months of 
this academic year. 

To keep you completely up to date with every-
thing that is happening with regards to our 
favorite studies, here’s another update from 
the Curriculum Committee. 

We have been having our regular meetings and 
have discussed several aspects of our studies 
that called for improvement. We talked about 
all of the comments that were send in by 
students and hope that we are doing our part 
in making sure your complaints will be heard, 
and your questions will be answered. 

We have had most of the panel talks and were 
very pleased with all the input that we re-
ceived from the participants. Your opinions 
are crucial to us since the pieces of advice the 
Curriculum Committee will bring out at the 
end of this year will be based on what you 
think! If you want to volunteer to take part 
in a panel talk some time or have a question 
our suggestion, you would like us to know you 

should always send an email! (Cannot repeat 
this enough!) 

Some of you have let us know their queries or 
comments before, and we want you to know 
that we take every message or comment we 
receive very seriously. We are thankful for ev-
ery opinion that helps us to make our studies 
even more pleasant and qualitatively bet-
ter. When a question is send to us, it always 
becomes a point on the agenda for the next 
meeting we will have. (And in case you were 
wondering: the comments you send in will be 
dealt with anonymously.)

And while talking about making a change, 
something that might seem miles away but 
will be here sooner than you think is the 
moment of voting for our next representa-
tives. So, if you think that you should make at 
change at Radboud University and especially 
the English department: start thinking about 
signing up for next year’s Curriculum Com-
mittee. 

And until then, we are happy to help you 
wherever we can! 

Lots of love, 
The Curriculum Committee 

OpCo

much-heralded bandit Hector Escaton (Rodri-
go Santoro) only pitched up at the end of the 
pilot and was shot by a visitor before he could 
make his big speech. The romance between 
wholesome Delores (Evan Rachel Wood) and 
Cowboy Teddy (James Marsden), likewise 
expired prematurely and bloodily. Watching 
Westworld is a bit like watching someone else 
play a video game they’ve just bought. The 
story is all there, but they keep spoiling it by 
killing everyone. 

The series is based on the 1973 film of the 
same name by director and bestseller author 
Michael Crichton (Jurassic Park). Back then 
the film was a long shot. Now the question 
no longer is if, but when we will possess this 
artificial intelligence. In the meantime, the 
virtual game world in which we find ourselves 
is becoming more and more realistic. 

The series raises questions about our own (in)
humanity. Westworld is closer than ever and 
with it come certain questions we need to ask 
ourselves. The question where life actually 
starts and what that life is worth. Whether it’s 
about the life of a human being, who is driven 
by its biological impulses and DNA or that of 
an artificial creature that is built up by zeros 
and ones. 

Besides the plot, the cast is worth giving the 
pilot a shot as well. Film-veteran Anthony 
Hopkins leads the group as Dr. Robert Ford, 
the enigmatic director of Westworld. Ford is 
assisted by Sidse Babette Knudsen (Borgen) 
and Jeffrey Wright (Broadway Empire). Profes-
sional bandit Ed Harris does what he does best 
in the role of the ‘brute man in black.’ 

Westworld has everything; it embodies arti-
ficial intelligence, a western, a love story and 
a philosophical search to the dark side of the 
human mind. 

The series is promising to be such a success 
that the producers have not only adapted the 
script with the eye on a second season, but 
rumor has it that they have planned ahead till 
even a fifth or sixth season. The question is if 
by that time Westworld hasn’t already come 
to life.  
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foreign affairs

here are a couple of 
Canadian universities 
with which the Rad-
boud has an exchange 
agreement, but to 
me, the University 
of Western Ontario 
stood out immediate-
ly. Western is located 
in London, Ontario, 
which is a city about 

twice the size of Nijmegen and sits two hours 
from Detroit in the south and Toronto in the 
north. This means it’s a very good starting 
place for traveling, to both the US and up fur-
ther into Canada. 

My choice for Western itself wasn’t just based 
on its convenient location, but also because 
the courses really appealed to me. The fact 
that Western is known as one of the ‘par-
ty universities’ of Canada really didn’t hurt 
either, and this reputation most definitely 
turned out to be true. More on that later, 
however. 

After I had decided to go to Western and 
turned in my application, came the dilemma 
of whether to live on campus or not. All of 
my friends who were going on exchange were 
leaving for universities which didn’t really of-
fer a choice between the two, but I had found 
out that at Western quite a few upper year stu-
dents live off-campus.  This, coupled with the 
fact that dorm living seemed pretty crowded 
and that off-campus housing would be a lot 
less expensive, made me decide to look for a 
room away from the Western campus. 

Decision made, I booked my flight and in the 
first week of September, I arrived in Canada. 
Immediately, I went on the hunt for a room 
and found one pretty easily, in an area that 
later turned out to house almost all of my 
off-campus friends, which was great. The first 

few days of the semester were introduction 
days, and I quickly found a great internation-
al group of friends to hang out with. In the 
evenings we went out to explore London, and 
because of Canada’s lower drinking age (19), 
none of us had any problems getting into bars, 
which is definitely another plus of the Cana-
dian exchange life. We found out that London 
has an awesome nightlife with dollar beers at 
Jack’s on Monday, free food at Barking Frog’s 
Thursdays and, not to forget, Rick at the Spoke 
on Wednesday. 

Of course, there were also academics to con-
sider. I took four courses at Western, and one 
at King’s College. King’s is one of three the 
affiliate colleges at Western, the other two 
being Brescia, the only women’s university 
in Canada, and Huron. The courses were a lot 
of fun and pretty diverse in size, subject and 
difficulty; I took classes at the History depart-
ment, the First Nations studies department 
and at the aforementioned King’s, so I got to 
see much of the campus. Because Western 
has around thirty-five thousand students, it’s 
huge, and so the bike I was able to borrow was 
definitely used! 

Then there were the Canadian holidays, 
with homecoming first on the list. Because 
of Western’s heavy partying reputation, the 
school administration had decided that this 
year they would move the homecoming date 
so that it would fall on the same day as mid-
terms. By doing this, they hoped to avoid last 
year’s celebrations, which lasted all day and 
resulted in a dozen hospital admissions, a few 
fights and a whole lot of street trash. Howev-
er, nobody really took note of the date change, 
and the homecoming parties went on ahead 
anyway: we all got together for a boozy break-
fast and by 9 am we arrived at Broughdale, the 
party street. It was purple, the Western color, 
as far as the eye could see, which did make me 
swell with Western pride for a bit, and the day 

Anne van der Pas

For many North American studies students Canada 
may not sound like a likely place to spend a semes-
ter abroad. For me, however, it sounded like a great 
opportunity to really make use of the first part of the 

course’s name: North. And so north I went.

T

Ontario



The Issue  |  Spring 2017  |  19

was totally awesome despite the administra-
tion’s best efforts! For Thanksgiving, which is 
celebrated earlier in Canada than in the US, I 
was invited by relatives, and we had an amaz-
ing traditional dinner, and Halloween we also 
celebrated in style. 

As I’ve mentioned before, London is a great 
starting place for traveling, and so during my 
semester, I visited Toronto, Lake Michigan, 
Algonquin Provincial Park (which was beauti-
ful but freezing cold even in September) and 
many more spots. Canada is a gorgeous coun-
try and definitely worth exploring, but there’s 
no way to see it all in so short a time, sadly. 
The semester flew by in a blink, and when the 
first snow storms started coming in so did the 

final exams. Night temperatures began reach-
ing below -20 degrees Celsius and my little 
heater was struggling to keep me warm. Final-
ly, my last exam arrived, and with it, my final 
week in London. It was a sad goodbye because 
I had definitely grown attached to Canada, but 
all good things must come to an end. My Ca-
nadian adventure is now over, but yours could 
still begin; when you’re looking at universities 
to go on exchange to, please consider Canada 
as well. I promise, you won’t be disappointed, 
and you even get Trudeau instead of Trump.
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Melania, born as Melania Knavs, decided as a 
teenager to turn her last name into its German 
form Knauss. She attended school in Slovenia 
and studied for one year at the University of 
Ljubljana before she dropped out. She has a 
sister and also a half-brother (who we have 
never heard of before), but apparently, she 
doesn’t know him either. She started model-
ing when she was only five years old, but this 
career sped up when she became runner-up 
in a Slovenian “Look of the Year Contest,” for 
which she earned a modeling contract with an 
agency in Milan. After modeling in Paris and 
Milan, she first entered the US on a business 
visitor visa in 1996. At that time, Slovenians 
could only obtain visas for just one year, so she 
had to go back and forth between the US and 
Slovenia for a couple of years until she became 
a permanent resident in 2001. She kept on 
modeling and appeared on covers of various 
magazines.
Melania met Trump for the first time at 
a Fashion Week party in 1998, where she 
initially refused to give him her phone num-
ber. They had an on-off relationship for a 
few years, but they eventually got married 
on January 22, 2005, and guess who attended 
this wedding? Indeed, Senator Hillary Clinton 
and former President Bill Clinton. Who would 

have thought that ten years later they would 
be fighting over the presidency? Melania 
got pregnant with Barron William Trump, 
who was born in 2006 and nicknamed as 
‘Mini-Donald’ (scary, I know).

Melania is the first First Lady who did not 
move in with her husband to the White House 
after Inauguration Day, also the first to speak 
English as a second language and also the 
first to be fluent in more than two languages 
(apparently, she can speak six languages). 
As a First Lady, she wants to focus on aid for 
women and children, with a special focus on 
cyber bullying. She has withdrawn from all 
her social media accounts, but we all know 
that she is still very good at watching other 
speeches and copying them (Michelle Obama 
eat your heart out). 
As for now, Melania is focusing on the up-
bringing of Barron Trump in NYC, which 
explains why she is so far behind the curve 
compared to other first ladies were at the time 
their husbands were inaugurated. She aims to 
take on a greater profile, although she seems 
in no rush to establish a public presence: 
she adapts to her new job on her own terms, 
which leaves us with speculations about al-
most everything she does and doesn’t do.  

Lotte de Bitter

Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 45th president of the Unit-
ed States two months ago, and we can all agree that his policies and 
moves as the world’s most powerful leader have been quite shocking, 
intimidating, and devastating. But what has Melania been doing? And 

what will she be up to in the next four years? 

First Lady or First Mom?
Melania:
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review

Bregje van der Sommen

art gallery
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prose/poetry

but the noises of other cats got louder and 
louder.

Mittens was terrified to make a sound at night. 
She could sometimes hear the other cats mov-
ing close by and then she would hide deeper 
under her bushes and try to make as little 
noise as possible.

One night though, she wasn’t as careful as a 
strange smell she had picked up earlier that 
day had left her with a weird feeling. That 
night she stood face to face with a tomcat for 
the first time in her life…

Mittens licked Bandit’s ears softly, trying to 
wake him up. He stretched and yawned, lifting 
his nose to rub against her. The soft squeaks of 
their kittens woke him better. Mittens looked 
at them and licked her loyal mate again. 
Thanks to him she had learned that soft paws 
and shiny fur were nothing in the wild com-
pared to sharp claws and a rough coat.

big bowl of fresh water 
and a handful of kib-
bles twice a day. A warm 
pillow by the heater and 
maybe a little bed in the 
windowsill too. That’s all 
that Mittens had hoped 
for when she was adopted. 
And for a while, she had 
all that.

The lady taking care of her was old and sweet 
and had a beautiful little apartment near a 
park. Mittens didn’t care too much for the 
outdoors; she was perfectly happy living her 
whole life indoors, occasionally even sitting 
on her lady’s lap. But every weekend the lady 
would take a stroll in the park to feed the 
ducks that lived there, and she would take 
Mittens along on a leash. Mittens always sat 
nearby under a bench and watched quietly as 
the ducks nibbled on the chunks of bread. For 
months, this was the pattern of her life.

Yes, for months she was the happiest cat alive. 
Until the lady didn’t get up from her bed one 
morning. Mittens thought nothing of it, until 
she was out of fresh water and still hadn’t 
gotten her kibbles a day later. When 
she screamed, a neighbor opened 
the door and she escaped when a 
lot of people started coming in. The 
flat wasn’t that hard to leave, she 
could simply walk down the flights 
of stairs at the side of the building. 
All around her were loud noises and 
weird smells. She stalked into the park 
cautiously and found some scraps of 
food in the bushes, presumably thrown away 
by humans. Digging in the trash was at that 
moment still beneath her, but she would soon 
have to give in to her hunger, even hunting 
birds and mice just to get something to eat.

For a long time, she could manage herself 
just fine living on scraps and sleeping under 
bushes. But then it got colder outside. Her fur 
had gotten thicker, but the humans stopped 
coming by the park, and the birds left too. 
The little critters she had previously caught 
seemed to be hiding much better, and strange 
noises filled her nights. Noises of other cats. 

So far, she hadn’t ventured too deep into the 
woods beyond the park yet, but her growling 
stomach drove her deeper and deeper into the 
dense forest until there were no more signs of 
humans. Food was a bit easier to get by since 
it wasn’t as cold as in the open air of the park, 

Soft Paws and Shiny Fur

Catherine Mastebroek

A
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Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Life is like a big puzzle and oc-
casionally pieces will either fall 
randomly into place or they just 
don’t seem to fit. The stars say 

things could go both ways right now, it just 
depends on the choices you make. Think wise-
ly, young one.                                                          

horoscope

Horoscope

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18) 
You may be feeling a bit weighed 
down recently, and perhaps 
you’re more reserved than usual. 
You notice that someone is get-

ting you down and whether that is intentional 
or unintentional, you should just try to ignore 
it. Don’t let them rain on your parade! 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
You have your hands full with 
many tasks, so it’s time for you 
to sit down and bring them to 
completion one by one. Calm your 

nerves, balance your emotions and stay away 
from too much caffeine.  

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20)
You have so many ideas, so many 
dreams, and so many plans, why 
don’t you just fully go for it for 
once? Stop daydreaming about 

everything and just do it instead! Travel, 
audition and just do something completely 
random. After all, you only live once!

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)
Dear Libra, you should believe in 
yourself more. Just follow your 
plans and be 100% positive about 
yourself for once. If you start do-

ing that, you will achieve a lot more than you 
think. A strong, positive self-image is the key 
to success!    

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21)
Don’t give up so easily. If a plan 
isn’t working instantly, it doesn’t 
mean it can’t be a success. And 
even if it isn’t, who cares! It will 

at least be an experience. Always do your best, 
because what you plant now, you will harvest 
later! 

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) 
Things are generally looking good 
for you now, but don’t get too 
used to it. There might be some 
days ahead that don’t look so 

pretty. Always be prepared for the worst but 
hope for the best and never forget to store ice 
cream. Ice cream helps.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Spring is coming, flowers are 
blossoming, and the tempera-
tures are rising and with that is 
your mood. Wear t-shirts and 

shorts when the sun is shining and be sure to 
absorb those vitamins. It will make you feel 
even better!

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Even though you might not 
always want it to, your actions 
affect others. It’s time to take 
responsibility for that and think 

more before you do or say something. You will 
avoid a lot of unnecessary drama. 

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)
Step back from everything and 
evaluate your inner self. Is ev-
erything really okay? Be honest 
with yourself and take a step back 

into reality, things can only improve if you do 
so. It might be a good idea to write down your 
thoughts.

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)
If you want to convince someone, 
allow your natural charm to do the 
work. However, cookies will never 
do harm. Bring cookies, bake a 

cake or persuade the person in question with 
other types of food like pizza. Then, you’re in 
it to win it. 

Leo (July 23-Aug 22) 
You notice you’re feeling a bit 
more tired than you normally do. 
That’s no surprise with all the 
temperature and weather chang-

es. Just make sure you keep taking good care 
of yourself. Plan an extra hour sleep, don’t 
skip a meal and maybe take some extra vita-
mins.

Cassie Kempka
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Upcoming Events

April
4th    Movie Night

 13th    Mexican Party
18th Pub Lecture

 May
8th    Visit Ministry of Foreign Affairs

11th   Wine Tasting
18th   Ratchet College Party


