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State of 
the Union

Word from 
the Board

Dear members of USA Nijmegen, 

Time flies when you are having fun! The 
third Issue of 2015-2016 is already here, but 
it feels like yesterday that I was writing a 
word from the board for the first time. For 
us as the XIIIth board, we are already half-
way there, which feels incredibly strange. 

Luckily, we are nowhere near being done 
yet. Many great things are ahead of us! 
Take, for example, our next exam period 
(yay!), or binge-watching the new sea-
son of House of Cards. On second thought, 
maybe you have already started on that like 
most of us crazy Frank Underwood fans. 
Speaking of US politics, the presidential 
elections are ongoing and exhilarating! At 
first, we all regarded them as one big dra-
ma show, but as the Trump train is getting 
ever closer to the White House, I must 
confess I am getting slightly worried about 
America’s future. 

However, I am not at all afraid about the 
future of USA Nijmegen. I am extreme-
ly confident that the upcoming months 
will be just as exciting as ever, with many 
amazing activities coming up.  We will be 
going ice skating, in May it is time for our 
trip to Tallinn, and we are already making 
preparations for more great activities and 
parties. Did I hear somebody say “ratch-
et”? See you soon in our board room, at 
ThomTom, or in Tallinn 
Cheers!   
  
On behalf of the XIIIth board,

Pleun Weijers
Chairwoman of USA Nijmegen 2015-2016 

Finally, winter is over and spring is com-
ing. The time of new beginnings! Across 
the pond, elections are heating up and it 
seems more and more likely that either 
Trump will Make America Great Again 
with a Great Wall, or that we will have 
to get used to a White House with two 
presidents in it. Once a president, always 
a president of course. Although I think 
Bill should just go with First Hubby of 
the United States. Or will the US get a 
socialist president after all? Ibrahim 
dove into the Democratic primaries on 
page 4, and Vincent gives an overview 
(page 6) of all the fun to come until the 
inauguration in January. I wonder what 
the party nominations will be!

Those of us going abroad next year have 
also gotten their nominations by now 
– nominations of a different kind, that 
is. Personally, I get kinda freaked out 
when I look at all the stuff I still have to 
do for my application. But hey, this Issue 
has no less than three stories to prove 
that there is light at the end of this dark 
tunnel of forms and statements. Pretty 
reassuring.

You now what else was reassuring? The 
StudentNASA day in February. There is 
life after American Studies after all! We 
continue our series on this subject with 
an interview with Albertine Bloemendal, 
one of the alumni that spoke during the 
event. She shows that life after univer-
sity can just be as varied as life before 
graduation.

Enjoy this Issue!

Timo Nijssen
Editor in Chief

editorial
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Vincent Veerbeek

Primaries! Caucuses! Debates! Super-PACs! Advertisements! Ever since 
late 2014, the political circus known as the American presidential elec-
tions has been going, but this year it is finally coming to a close. Now 
that we are past Super Tuesday, the herd is getting thinning quickly and 
the road to the national elections that lie ahead becomes much more 
clear. 

2016 Election Timelinecurrent affairs

Coming up first are a 
couple of more prima-
ries where the remaining 
states get a chance to cast 
their votes. Meanwhile, 
debates on both sides will 
continue.

Once all the prima-
ries have been held it is 
time for delegates and 
super-delegates of the 
bigger (and smaller) party 
elites to gather and offi-
cially select a candidate.  

Now the candidates and 
running mates are an-
nounced, it is time to pit 
them against each other.

March-June
The remaining 
states and terri-
tories hold their 
primaries.

June 14 
The final primaries 
are held, in Wash-
ington DC.

And finally, perhaps the 
most important dates of 
all: the actual election and 
inauguration.

April 13-16 
Constitution Party 
National Conven-

tion, in Salt Lake 
City.

May 26-30
Libertarian Nation-

al Convention in 
Orlando.

July 25
Democratic Na-
tional Convention 
in Philadelphia – 
the Democrats do 
the same.

July 18-21
Republican Nation-

al Convention in 
Cleveland – the GOP 

officially selects a 
candidate and run-

ning mate.

August 4–7
Green Party National 
Convention in Hous-

ton.

October 4
Vice-Presidential 

debate in Farmville, 
Virginia.

September 26
First presidential 
debate in Dayton, 
Ohio.

October 9
Second presiden-
tial debate in St. 
Louis, Missouri.

October 19
Third and final pres-
idential debate in Las 

Vegas, Nevada.

December 19
The Electoral College 

casts its votes to offi-
cially elect President 
and Vice-President.

November 8
Election day (AKA 
the finish line).

January 5, 2017
The outcome of 
Electoral College 
voting is an-
nounced.

January 20, 2017 
Inauguration of the 

45th President of 
the United States of 

America. 

These are just the dates that 
are set in stone for elections, 
debates, and conventions. 
Undoubtedly a lot more will 
happen! Candidates will drop 
out, scandals may get leaked, 
and other candidates could 
gain momentum on a third 
party or independent ticket. 
There is a lot of uncertain-
ty, but that’s all part of the 
excitement!
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I got my nomination letter in early February 
2015, but since I wanted to go in the spring 
semester of 2016, I could not start with my 
preparations until September 2015. I started 
with filling out the tons of application forms 
that I received from my university (Siena Col-
lege, NY), with questions about me as a per-
son, my family, my major, and the unavoid-
able health forms. I needed to get a couple of 
vaccinations and a physical exam at my family 
physician and submit these forms to Siena 
before I received my official acceptance letter. 

Visa application
This was probably the most stressful about 
my whole preparation process. Of course you 
need a passport before you can even leave the 
Netherlands, but you will also need a student 
visa. To obtain this visa, you need the forms 
that your university will provide you with. 
You will have to fill out an application form 
via the internet that, again, asks you tons of 
questions about your personal, financial, and 
educational situation, but also your travel his-
tory in the US. Note: make sure you have two 
people back home, who are not relatives, that 
can verify your stay abroad! 

You will have to make two payments in order 
to schedule an interview: I was a little con-
fused about that, so I forgot one, but there’s 
one for your visa, and an administrative 
‘SEVIS’-payment. Make sure to bring prints 
copies of everything that is related to the con-
sulate to your interview!

Bring copies of everything!

When you go to the consulate, there are a 
couple of things you need to take into account: 
first, do not bring any electronic devices! And 
second, be aware of the fact that it may take a 
while between you handing in your forms and 
you having your actual interview. It took an 
hour for me, but I have heard people com-
plaining about their waiting time.  

Organization abroad
It really depends on the host university how 
things are organized. For Siena, I had to 
choose my classes at the end of November, 

Prepping for Life on the Other Side

Lotte de Bitter

After writing your application letter, sub-
mitting your resume and transcript, and 
your interview with Caroline Davis, the 
waiting begins for the e-mail with the nom-
ination for your placement abroad! This is 
the moment where the less exciting part of 
going abroad starts, but a part that is ab-
solutely necessary.

student life

but I didn’t know anything about my housing 
situation, roommate, or the actual amount of 
money I had to pay until two weeks before I 
left. 

A note about classes: courses at American 
universities usually start with a number that 
is somewhere in the 100s, 200s, 300s, or 400s. 
100 are the freshmen courses, 400 are usu-
ally the senior courses. Although Radboud 
University insists on taking either 300 or 400 
courses, I am taking 100 and 200 courses, and 
I have to say that the workload is much more 
than back home. You will probably pay your 
housing and meal plan via a wire transfer, but 
make sure that your account is open to inter-
national transactions and that you can pay 
money to a foreign bank account. This transfer 
takes a couple of days, but you should check 
on it regularly.

Organization back in Nijmegen
There are a couple of things to take into 
consideration before you leave Nijmegen. 
You might want to sublet your room, which I 
did. I just posted a message in the freshmen 
Facebook group of our study, and I found a 
renter in less than a week. Another thing is 
requesting SNUF subsidies and filling out the 
papers for public transport subsidy. SNUF 
requests must be filled out at least six weeks 
before your departure, so don’t wait too long 
with that. A final thing is insurance. Your 
university abroad may offer you their own 
health insurance program, but under some 
circumstances you can apply for a waiver and 
stick to your own health insurance company. 
The same goes for travel insurance: I have a 
Dutch travel insurance that covers much, so I 
changed mine into a longer stay abroad, and 
everything was set.  

The preparation for a semester abroad may 
be a little overwhelming, because there are 
so many things you have to think about, but 
it helps to make a checklist and divide it into 
different sections, such as: Visa and docu-
mentation, organization at home, organiza-
tion abroad.And believe me, the experience 
abroad is definitely worth filling out all these 
forms!
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Ibrahim Alaoui Although the race for the Republican 
nomination still contains four contestants: 
a deranged billionaire, two senators and a 
governor, the Democratic primaries have 
turned into a duel. The race has never 
been closer with former Secretary of State 
Hilary Clinton and long-time independent 
Bernie Sanders neck and neck. In Iowa, 
the first state to vote during the primaries, 
the margins were so close (both candi-
dates ended up at 49%) that some districts 
ended up deciding the victor by means of 
a coin toss. In the end, the race was given 
to Clinton, but because Sanders had gained 
so much ground on her in the months and 
weeks before, the symbolic victory was his.

Hilary Clinton is perhaps one of the best-
known politicians. When her husband Bill 
was president, her role in affecting policy 
was significant, perhaps more than any 
First Lady before her. Although her time 
in the West Wing was, at times, over-

shadowed by numerous allegations and 
scandals, most noticeably the Whitewater 
controversy and the Lewinsky scandal, the 
way she handled the latter actually im-
proved her approval rating. After leaving 
the White House, she successfully ran for 
Senator of the State of New York, the first 
woman to do so and also the first First Lady 
to run for an election. After an unsuccess-
ful run for the Democratic nomination 
in 2008, she pledged her full support for 
Barack Obama and ended up being Secre-
tary of State during his first term. Clin-
ton’s chances of winning the primaries 
seemed inevitable when the 2016 elections 
rumors began. Her popularity ratings 
were at an all time high in 2013, 67% of all 
Americans and 91% of Democrats sup-
ported her. Former Florida Governor Jeb 
Bush, who was seen as the favorite for the 
Republican nomination at the time, only 
had a popularity rating of 29%. 

Scandals
Much has changed since then. Jeb Bush 
dropped out of the race after the South 
Carolina Primary, marking the end of 
a very sad campaign. Clinton’s ratings 
dropped 10% between 2013 and 2014 and 
this trend continued the next year. Since 
then, her popularity has been holding 
steady at around 43%. The terrorist at-
tack at the US embassy in Benghazi, and 
the eight (!) subsequent investigations on 
Hillary Clinton’s alleged accountability 
for the lives that were lost, most likely 
caused this decline in the polls. These 
investigations were claimed by Clinton to 
be a political device to achieve exactly this, 
and because of the fact that most of these 
investigations were led by Republicans and 
that none of them showed wrongdoing on 
her part, this claim seems to be accurate. 
Another ‘scandal’ that made Clinton a 
name that kept entering the news cycle in 
a negative way, was the revelation of her 

Hillary vs. Bernie

A lot media attention has been focused on the Republican presidential 
race so far, but now more and more candidates are dropping out, it’s 
time to take a look at the Democratic Party.



The Primaries, which started on February first, 
are well under way. Of the twenty states that 
have voted at the time of writing, Clinton has 
won twelve. Nevertheless, Sanders’ momen-
tum has been surprising. His talk of a ‘polit-
ical revolution’ seems to have reached and 
inspired many. Sceptics say that the narrow 
defeat in Iowa and confident victory in New 
Hampshire, have everything to do with Sand-
ers being popular among white Americans and 
that, when the primaries move to the south-
ern states, Clinton’s support among African 
Americans will be decisive. After Super Tues-
day, on which eleven states voted, Clinton’s 
Southern support seems to have maintained. 
The fact that can’t be ignored, however, is that 
in Nevada, which has demographics close to 
the national average, Clinton used to lead by 
20%, and that she ended up beating Sanders 
with just a five point lead. Moreover, Clin-
ton, with the scandals that keep following 
her around and her inconsistent viewpoints 
especially early in the race, is not nearly as 
well-trusted as Sanders, who is known for 
his unwavering ideals. Even though virtually 
nobody questioned Clinton’s ability to win 
the Democratic nomination a few years ago, 
considering Sanders is closing in and polls 
also indicating a real threat from Republicans, 
she needs to make some real changes to stay 
in contention and to earn the title that has 
been 240 years overdue. With the Primaries 
speeding on, the next few weeks may very well 
reveal the answer to the question: who will be 
the Democratic nominee?

The Issue  |  Spring 2016  |  7

having a private email server on which she 
received work emails while being Secretary of 
State. Even though no charges have been filed, 
many Republicans have perceived this as a 
criminal act nonetheless, and Democrats have 
been critical of Clinton for taking too long to 
disclose the emails in question and to admit 
that she made a mistake.

Sanders was the first 
elected independent 
in the house in forty 

years.

Bernie Sanders on the other hand, has been 
in an upward spiral since announcing his 
candidacy a year ago. His popularity rating 
has been consistently increasing: from 9% in 
March 2015 to 50% in the latest polls. Sanders’ 
past is neither as well-known, nor as filled 
with scandals as Clinton’s. Newfound footage 
shows him being arrested at a segregation 
protest in 1963. Aside from his civil rights ac-
tivism, he was also a fervent critic of the Viet-
nam War and his initial political involvement 
was with the anti-war Liberty Union Party. 
After four unsuccessful campaigns, two for 
Senator and two for Governor of the State of 
Vermont in the 70s, he won the race for mayor 
of Burlington by a margin of just a ten votes. 
At this point he had quit the Liberty Union 
Party, marking the beginning of his long 
career as an independent. It was also at this 
time that he started calling himself a socialist, 
solidifying the views of anti-establishment 
and opposition to money in politics which he 
proclaimed in the previous decade. He was 
re-elected three times and in 1990 ran for the 
US House of Representatives. By winning, he 
became the first independent to be elected to 
the House in forty years. He stayed for sixteen 
years, winning most of his re-elections fairly 
easily. 

Bernie the Independent
Although he joined the Democratic Caucus, 
he sometimes sided with Republicans, for in-
stance when he supported a law that protected 
gun manufacturers from lawsuits. He strongly 
opposed US military action in Iraq both during 
the Gulf War and in 2002. In 2006, three 
decades after his first attempt, Sanders once 
again ran for Senator of Vermont. Although he 
ran as an independent this time, he enjoyed 
much support from established Democrats 
including Chuck Schumer and Harry Reid. 
Then-senator Obama even stopped by to 
give a speech in which he backed Sanders. 
He ended up winning with 67% of the vote, 
an achievement he repeated when he won 
re-election in 2012 by 71%. As a senator, he 
once filibustered eight-and-a-half hours to 
protest the extension of Bush era tax cuts 
which, he felt, disproportionately benefitted 
the wealthy. He was also the chair of the Sen-
ate Veterans Affairs Committee and secured a 
bipartisan deal to reform the Veterans Affairs 
after it was revealed that its bureaucracy en-
dangered human lives.

current affairs
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Studying abroad often results in you having a 
new home on the other side of the world. For 
me New Orleans feels like home. This means 
that when my semester ended and I came back 
to the Netherlands, I did not only come home, 
I also left home. Especially after adjusting 
for a while back in the Netherlands, you will 
realize that you have left some amazing things 
and people behind.

Coming back to Radboud University will feel 
very odd at first. You will see people you have 
not seen for months, and suddenly everyone 
around you is speaking Dutch again, instead of 
English. You see the teachers you had during 
previous years and will be accompanied by 
classmates who have not been abroad, so do 
not fully understand what you have experi-
enced. It is very hard to explain to them what 
it is like, to study abroad for a while and it is 
even harder to explain what it feels like to 
come back.

“I miss the American 
size of sodas in restau-

rants”
Groceries
But it is not only a strange feeling. Apart from 
probably missing the place you studied at for 
a semester, it will also feel great to be back 
home again. It is awesome to be able to cook 
again (trust me, after eating canteen food 
for four months, you will be over the moon), 
going to a normal grocery store with fresh 

Loes van den Wijngaard

student life

Life After a Semester Abroad
People say that studying abroad is the experience of a lifetime, and 
after experiencing it myself, I have to say that I agree. Even though you 
will most likely experience some less exciting times as well, be it be-
cause of study-related problems or homesickness, studying abroad will 
teach you many things. Going home and returning to your home uni-
versity will be a very strange experience at times.

products (bye Walmart, hello Albert Heijn) 
and being on the same continent as your 
friends and family. Even though you will miss 
new things now, after such an experience, it 
is nice to be able to be in the comfort of your 
own home again. 

One of the things I had to get used to most 
was not getting an unlimited amount of refills 
at restaurants anymore. The first time I went 
for dinner at a restaurant after coming back 
from the United States I finished my drink far 
too quickly, before realizing that I would not 
get a new one for free. During my first week 
in New Orleans, I thought the amount of soda 
they gave you at restaurants was insane and I 
never thought I might actually miss this when 
I returned home. 

Gossiping
Also, not being able to gossip with your fellow 
Dutchies anymore about anyone in public in 
your own language, needs some getting used 
to. Suddenly everyone around you speaks 
Dutch again and gossiping about them in 
Dutch suddenly would create an awkward sit-
uation, instead of it being funny to talk about 
unsuspecting Americans behind their backs. 

Coming back home after a semester abroad, 
will be a period of mixed feelings. At times it 
will feel great to be back in the Netherlands, 
back at your home university and back with 
your family and friends. Yet on the other hand 
you will miss your home away from home and 
you will do anything to go back.



The Issue  |  Spring 2016  |  9

It’s this feeling of vengeance that boils inside 
Glass (Leonardo DiCaprio) throughout much 
of this two-and-a-half-hour story. Assaulted 
by a bear, left for dead by his men and witness 
to the murder of his own son, Glass’ bloody 
survival in this harsh 1820s terrain is moti-
vated by one reason alone: to even the score. 

In the first five minutes, Iñárritu and his 
Birdman cinematographer Emmanuel Lubez-
ki will leave you agog with a scene of ar-
row-whizzing, tomahawk-wielding carnage 
as Glass and his fellow fur trappers, led by the 
resourceful Captain Andrew Henry (Domhnall 
Gleeson), are set upon by a gang of Native 
Americans. As a group of forty-odd men is 
butchered down to just ten, Lubezki’s cam-
erawork ensures you’re just as captivated 
by details as you are by the action: the sun 
shining through trees, birds circling, plumes 
of smoke rising. By the 25-minute mark, 
you’ll be literally flabbergasted for one of the 
most stunning scenes   I have ever witnessed 
in film, as Glass is attacked by a grizzly 
bear protecting its two young. Is it CGI? Is 
it real footage? However it was done, the 
result astonishes as Glass is tossed around, 
clawed, bitten and even sat on, the bear’s paw 
squashing his head into the dirt. Like so much 
of this remarkably visceral film, you’ll live 
every moment with him – every scream and 
anguished howl.

While Henry is able to sew up Glass’ wounds, 
it becomes clear that the group won’t be able 
to carry him to safety through the harsh, 
mountainous landscape. “The proper thing 
to do would be to finish him off quick,” says 
Fitzgerald (Tom Hardy), only interested in 
self-preservation. Volunteering to stay with 
Glass, Fitzgerald is joined by youngster Jim 
Bridger (Will Poulter) and Glass’ half-Na-
tive American son Hawk (Forrest Goodluck), 
who refuses to leave his father’s side. Soon 
enough, Fitzgerald is leading the escape back 
to civilization, leaving Glass to die. This, of 
course, he refuses to do, flaunting survival 
skills that would leave Bear Grylls in envy.
Co-written by Iñárritu and Mark L. Smith, the 
story is adapted from Michael Punke’s 2002 
novel, itself inspired by the myth that built 
up around Glass after his grizzly attack. If the 
film has a documentary-like realism to it, 
Iñárritu seasons it with frequent digressions, 

flashbacks, hallucinations and dreams, as 
Glass drifts in and out of consciousness, con-
juring images of his son and wife (who at one 
point appears floating above him like a ghost).

Glass isn’t the only man left on the moun-
tain, though; in a parallel story, a Native 
American is leading his tribe in search for 
his missing daughter Powaqa (Melaw Nake-
hk’o). French-speaking fur trappers, rivals 
to the Captain Henry-led gang, are also in 
the mix. But to say more about their involve-
ment would give away elements of the final 
blood-soaked act, which will leave you feeling 
battered and bruised.
 
If you’re imagining The Revenant is a film full 
of baseless violence, though, nothing could be 
further from the truth. True, some moments 
are stomach-churning – not least Glass cut-
ting out the innards of a dead horse and using 
it as a makeshift sleeping bag.But Iñárritu, 
pacing the film to perfection, never forgets 
that even in the most extreme circumstances 
there can be WWI-like levity – Glass and a 
Pawnee Indian, for example, catching snow on 
their tongues.

With Lubezki’s photography at once captur-
ing the magnificence and cruelty of Mother 
Nature, like the moment Glass stands by to 
watch a bison stampede, you’ll be left in a 
state of shock and awe. Fortunately, Leo’s 
and the other cast & crew members arduous 
work and effort have paid tenfold. At the 88th 
Annual Academy Awards, Iñárritu won Best 
Director, DiCaprio won the award for Best Ac-
tor and Emmanuel Lubezki won the award for 
Best Cinematography. Cheers, Leo.

The Revenant
“Revenge is in the creator’s hands,” re-

al-life frontiersman Hugh Glass is told mid-
way through Alejandro G. Iñárritu’s ex-

traordinary wilderness drama

Title: The Revenant
Director:  Alejandro 
González Iñárritu   
Genre(s): Adventure, Dra-
ma, Thriller, Western 
Rating: R (16 and above in 
the Netherlands) 
Runtime: 156 min
Starring: Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Tom Hardy, Domhnall Glee-
son, Forrest Goodluck, Will 
Poulter  

Summary
In an expedition of the 
uncharted American wil-
derness, legendary explor-
er Hugh Glass (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) is brutally attacked 
by a bear and left for dead by 
members of his own hunting 
team. In a quest to survive, 
Glass endures unimaginable 
grief as well as the betrayal 
of his confidant John Fitzger-
ald (Tom Hardy). Guided by 
sheer will and the love of his 
family, Glass must navigate a 
vicious winter in a relent-
less pursuit to live and find 
redemption.

movie review

Thijs Moors
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Is there life after American Studies? Did 
you do any internships to ease the transi-
tion? 
Absolutely, yes! In fact, American Studies is 
just the beginning. And internships really do 
help, because they’re a good way of getting to 
know yourself. During my master in American 
Studies (focused on politics and economics) 
I worked at the embassy in Washington DC, 
which was an amazing experience. It was also 
good because it led me to my next job in The 
Hague. Even though that was rather boring, 
the experience helped, and it facilitated some 
of my choices, as it became clear to me that 
being a civil servant is not my thing. Overall, 
internships help you realize what you do and 
do not like to do, as well as helping you get a 
job. 

You also spent some time in Iran. What did 
you do there?
Initially, I went there while I was finishing 
my MA-thesis, joining a study trip with some 
other journalists. It made a huge impression 
on me and I fell in love with the culture and 
the people there, leading me to return there 
and make other people aware of the situa-
tion – in fact, I even wrote an article about it 
for the Take5. It also made me decide that I 
wanted to pursue journalism and sparked my 
interest in Persian studies. 

When did you first become interested in 
doing research?
As a student, I didn’t want to get stuck in 
academia after finishing my master. I thought 
of getting a PhD, but I wanted real-world 
experience first, which came from journalism 
among other things. Even though I enjoyed it, 
newspaper stories are fairly short and have to 
be written fast, so I missed a certain amount 
of depth. So, even though I originally did not 
intend to do a PhD, I hardly hesitated when I 
got the chance, because it was such a unique 

opportunity and everything came together 
nicely. It also appealed to me that I would be 
dealing with transatlantic relations, which is 
something I particularly like. In 2012 I quit 
temporarily to cover the elections, focusing 
on my journalistic work, but I’ve noticed that 
since then Trouw has been treating me more 
as an America-expert than as a journalist. In 
the end, I came to do research mostly because 
of the way things unfolded! 

“I quit my PhD tempo-
rarily to cover the elec-

tions.”

What are you working on at the moment?
My current project deals with transatlantic 
relations during the Cold War, focusing on 
the role of informal diplomacy, specifically 
through Ernst van der Beugel, who was very 
active behind the scenes. I concentrate on 
how he continued his diplomatic role as a 
private individual, so basically taking non-

During the StudentNASA Day on February 
12, various alumni visited to speak about 
their experiences. I had the chance to 
speak with Albertine Bloemendal, who has 
done various things since she finished her 
studies here in 2008.

Albertine Bloemendal: 

“Get Involved!”

life after american studies

Vincent Veerbeek



more successful, like Thanksgiving, Election 
Nights and Career days, so it’s nice to see that 
you still have those!

‘Take an internship to 
get real-life experi-

ence’

Do you have any advice for current students 
of American Studies? 
My main advice is to get involved with extra-
curricular activities as much as you can, be-
cause experience comes from various places, 
like writing for The Issue. And if you have the 
opportunity, you should definitely go to the 
United States for a semester! My own time in 
Boston was not only a great experience, but 
it even inspired me in some of the courses I 
teach now. Another thing that I would really 
recommend is to take an internship, because 
that’s the where you start building your net-
work and get your first real-life experience.

Finally, what are your hopes and/or ex-
pectations toward the 2016 presidential 
elections?
I hope (although it is probably not too re-
alistic), that two responsible people will be 
nominated. Things are much less certain now 
than in other recent elections, however. Back 
in 2007 I actually predicted that Obama would 
make a good chance to win but I never could 
have imagined what is happening right now 
and I find it really hard to tell what the out-
come will be.
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state actors into account, something which 
was done very little for a long time. They 
form a complicating factor and it is hard to 
demonstrate their influence, but they play 
an important role behind the scenes and it is 
important to take the networks in which such 
people operated into account. Ernst van der 
Beugel, for example, was particularly close 
with Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, whom 
I got to interview about this. That was really 
interesting and actually helped my research 
a lot, as he confirmed his close connection to 
Van der Beugel and his private role in trans-
atlantic diplomacy. That is one of the things 
I particularly like about my research; because 
it deals with recent history I get the chance to 
actually talk to people rather than spending 
time in archives. 

During your time as a student here, you 
were also involved in the early years of USA 
Nijmegen. What was that like? 
When I started my studies, it sort of existed, 
but people were trying to give it a new im-
pulse. That came during the study trip to San 
Francisco. We had a fun time and it brought a 
group of people together with similar inter-
ests, which led to the formation of something 
new. I personally was most interested in jour-
nalism, so I became the editor of the Take5. 

Are there any events that you specifically 
remember from your time on the board of 
USA?  
As I have also been part of the activities 
committee, I certainly do. The first thing that 
comes to my mind is a “Surfing USA Party”, 
which was a fun theme party. Not all activities 
were a success; we for example had a game 
night where only one person showed up, but 
that didn’t discourage us. Other events were 
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Francis Arts

f(r)amed

ABC’s Black-Ish, now half-way through its 
second season, centers around the shenan-
igans of three generations of the Johnson 
family. Though only in its second season, 
Black-ish has already been called one of 
today’s best television sitcoms and is espe-
cially lauded for its ability to mix comedy 
with critical social awareness.

T The Johnson family dynamics are 
like that of any other family: at 
times completely dysfunctional. 
Rainbow “Bow”, Andre “Dre” 
Johnson, and their four kids are 

extremely charming in their portrayal of an 
upper middle class black family dealing with 
the difficulties of daily life. Though most of 
their struggles and shenanigans represent 
those of any other family, the fact that they 
are the only black family in their neighbor-
hood, that the Johnson kids are the only black 
kids in their school, and that Dre is the only 
black advertising executive in the company 
plays a huge role in Black-ish’ version of a 
family-centered sitcom. 

Created by Kenya Barris, Black-ish manages 
to combine comedy with addressing seri-
ous social and parental issues without being 
patronizing to the viewer. Mostly the show 
deals with issues of race through the Johnson 
family dynamics but also expands its view by 
having Dre bring up questions at work staff 
meetings, a group of quirky white executives 

that make up the management at an ad agen-
cy. Their extreme reactions to Dre bringing 
up controversial racial and family issues, like 
who is allowed to say the n-word or whether 
you should spank your kids,  puts the viewer at 
ease by positioning them within a debate that 
is equally funny as it is serious. When anoth-
er particularly idiosyncratic black coworker, 
Charlie, is added to the mix, he is both a great 
addiction to the comedic value of the show 
and to the depth of discussions about race.

What makes the show great is that it has an 
extraordinary balance between social criticism 
and comedy which yes, at first glance seems to 
be directed most towards issue of race, but re-
ally manages to address a wide range of topics 
like issues of gender, class, and generational 
differences. Especially the three generations 
of Johnsons living together opens the floor for 
plenty of monkey business as the four rowdy 
Johnson kids, Andre Jr., Zoey, and twins Jack 
and Diane deal with the silliness of childhood 
and the anxiety of adolescence.  The children 
however, are not the only ones responsible 
for causing a ruckus as Dre’s parents, played 
by the fabulous Jenifer Lewis and Laurence 
Fishburne, are also a source of hilarity in the 
Johnson household. Ultimately, Black-ish 
makes for a great sitcom that is both wonder-
fully funny and unapologetically critical and 
keeps you coming back for more.
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foreign affairs

Making the decision to go abroad was easy. 
Getting there was a different story altogether. 

After having finished by bachelor’s degree in 
history, I was ready for something else. The
opportunity to go abroad was one of the re-
quirements I had when choosing a master’s
program. Luckily, American Studies offered 
me this. As sort of an exception to the rule, 
I could go abroad on the same program as 
bachelor students, but I would be going as a 
master’s student. After looking at my options, 
Kansas came out a winner. Especially since I 
am interested in the political side of American 
Studies, and the University of Kansas offers 
some great courses in Political Science, this 
university turned out to be the right choice.

Still, as I said, getting here proved difficult. 
For some reason, my nomination got lost in 
the mail. So not until the end of September 
2015 did I know I would be going abroad in 
January 2016. Some documents took a long 
time to get from Kansas to Nijmegen, and my
visa application process did not go as smooth-
ly as I had hoped either. Having broken my 
hand in a rugby match, the officers at the 
American consulate in Amsterdam could not
take my fingerprints, so I had to come back 
another day. Altogether, it was not until two
weeks before I left that everything was final-
ized.

The struggle was worth it. Being a graduate 
student has its perks. For one, I do not have 
to take the full course load of 12 or 15 credit 
hours that undergraduates take. I can settle 
for 9, which corresponds to 15 ECTS at Rad-
boud University. This is only 3 courses! How-
ever, these are graduate courses, and there is a 
pretty sizeable workload.  

Life at 
Kansas 
University

You might have set your sights on studying 
abroad, but have you also decided where 
you want to go? In Foreign Affairs, we look 
at the options. Tim Hendriks is currently 
studying at Kansas University in Lawrence, 
KS.

Tim HendriksLife at KU, and in Lawrence, Kansas in gener-
al is quite pleasant. People are very friendly, 
especially when they find out you are foreign. I 
have been invited to several home cooked din-
ners and made a lot of friends, both American 
friends and international friends. Sports are a 
big thing at KU. The Jayhawks Basketball team 
is one of the best in the country. The inventor 
of the basketball, James Naismith, founded 
the KU basketball program, so there is an 
interesting basketball legacy at KU. 

I often get the question why on earth I would 
come to Kansas. The answer is surprisingly 
simple. Kansas is not a place I would visit if I 
would go on a holiday to the United States.
Also, Kansas is located centrally in the US, so 
it provides for many travelling opportunities. 
So far I have travelled to St. Louis, Nashville 
and Memphis, and there are many more plac-
es on the agenda.

Moving broad for six months to study is a 
tough decision and it takes some determina-
tion to see it all through. Still, going abroad 
is an experience everyone should have. It en-
riches you and your education in ways you may 
not even realize at first. Plus, you will make 
international friends for life!



Extreme economic inequality is often re-
lated to second and third world countries. 
However, there is an incredible level of 
economic inequality in the United States: 
it’s economy is among the most unequal in 
the world. What exactly does the econom-
ic inequality in the United States entail, 
where is it most overtly observed and in 
what ways is this issue addressed?

they are not the same thing. Income refers to 
that which a person earns on a yearly basis, 
wealth is the value of all your assets togeth-
er minus your debts. As a matter of fact, the 
wealth inequality in the US is much greater 
than the income inequality. The income factor 
does not provide a complete picture of the 
economic inequality as income alone does not 
complete a person’s financial picture.

For example, in 2007 the top 1% owned 40% of 
the nation’s wealth whereas the same group 
takes home “merely” 24% of the national in-
come. This difference between the income and 
wealth the 1% possesses comes from the fact 
that a part of the rich’ wealth doesn’t come 
from income but rather from stocks, heritages 
and investments.

A year of poverty
Within the United States there is, supposed-
ly, a division between the top 1% and bottom 
99%. This in fact is not completely true. PSID 
data shows that about half of the Ameri-
cans will experience a year of poverty by the 
time they are 60. People that are starting out 
generally make less money, often such a low 
amount that they can hardly live and pay off 
their debts. But within several years they may 
have worked themselves up and be part of a 
higher earning group. This proves that within 

the United States income is in fact a fluid con-
cept. In other words, people frequently move 
between different income and wealth groups 
every year. This fluidity does not negate, 
however, the fact that in the past years the 
rich do seem to be getting richer and the poor 
poorer. Where in 1982 the top 1% received 
10.8% of all pretax income and the remaining 
99% received 64.7%, in 2012 these numbers 
had changed to 22.5% and 49.6% respectively, 
according to the Pew Research Center. 

The income gap between different races in the 
United States has persisted throughout the 
years. Hispanic and Black people have always 
been pulling at the shorter end of the stick. 
Whites (and Asians) have always comprised 
the wealthier group. With the wealthiest 
getting wealthier, the income gap is continu-
ally increasing. To illustrate, the difference in 
median household between blacks and whites 
has increased from about $19,000 in 1967 to 
about $27,000 in 2011. 

The 99%
A movement that directly addresses the in-
equality of income and wealth in the US is the 
‘We are the 99%’ movement. This was a major 
player in the Occupy Wall Street protests. The 
Occupy Wall Street protests tried to address 
the disproportionate division of wealth and 
income. A lot of these people simply played by 
the rules, did what they were told, and ended 
up with nothing to show for it. A lot of the 
protesters were middle class Americans with 
low income, large debts or students who were 
already building up extreme student loans. 
In the end the Occupy Wall Street protesters 
fought for the system. They didn’t want to 
overthrow it but rather they wanted the sys-
tem to start working as promised. 

Starting in 2015, with relation to his cam-
paign, Bernie Sanders often started using the 
1% statistic. Sanders indicated that he wanted 
to create a government that doesn’t solely 
represent the 1%. It became a key identifier of 
his campaign that he wants to represent the 
99%. One of his opponents, Donald Trump, 
is connected to the 1% group. It is generally 
known that Trump is incredibly rich and it is 
often said he gained this fortune through the 
work and deceiving of the working classes.

In the end, this inequality will last as long as 
the system in its current state lasts. Some be-
lieve that only when the government decides 
to change the system, the resulting economic 
inequality will change. But simply taxing the 
wealthier doesn’t fix the problem of opportu-
nity inequality. It remains to be seen whether 
the government, through taxing and legis-
lation, can significantly lessen the economic 
inequality.

Isabelle Kooreman

america explained

T here are two terms related to the 
economic inequality in the Unit-
ed States. Income inequality and 
wealth inequality. While both are 
in fact serious issues in the US 

All Men are Created Unequal
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Student representation at Radboud University 
is divided across three levels: each department 
has a program committee, each faculty has a 
faculty student council and for the universi-
ty as a whole, there’s the university student 
council. These bodies mostly play an advisory 
role to the policy makers in the faculty and 
university boards.

OpCo
At American Studies, we have a program 
committee together with English Language 
and Culture. The OpCo (short for Opleidings-
commissie, as it’s called in Dutch) consists 
of both staff members and five students. As 
a student, you only get to elect the student 
part of the committee. Together, they advise 
the faculty board on matters concerning our 
study program. Of course, they’re also there 
to signal any problems, so they should be your 
go-to address if you have any troubles with 
the program.

FSR
The Faculty of Arts Student Council (FSRL) 
consists of six students and represents your 
interests on a faculty-wide level. Just like 
the OpCo, they advise the faculty board, but 
whereas the latter focusses on program-re-
lated topics, the FSR concerns itself with the 
organization of the faculty as a whole. Think 
of the way the faculty uses IT, for example. 
The FSR regularly meets with representatives 
of the faculty employees in the faculty general 
assembly. 

USR
For the entire university, there’s the Uni-
versity Student Council (USR). They advise 
the university executive board on matters 
that concern all students. The USR is also the 
most political body of the three, in the sense 
that there are multiple fractions. Last year, 
the student parties asap, AKKUraatd, and 
De Vrije Student were all represented in the 
council. Of the fourteen seats, only eight are 
divided in the elections. The other six are held 
by umbrella organizations whose member 
associations are all of roughly the same type. 
Those special interest groups are BOS (student 
associations), NSSR (student sports), SOFv 
(study associations, including USA Nijme-
gen), ISON (international associations), CSN 
(Christians), and CHECK, for the cultural and 
charitable groups.

Voting and getting elected
Of course, you can also get elected yourself. 
From 18 through 22 April, everyone can make 
themselves electable for any of these three 
bodies. To do so, you need to put your name on 
an existing candidate list, or start a new one. 
On program and faculty levels, the current 
representation will make sure that there is at 
least one list. The USR parties all have their 
own lists. Voting is even easier: just keep an 
eye on your RU mailbox for a link to the voting 
website. It only takes a few minutes, and 
especially in our small department, your vote 
can actually have a direct influence!

The election season is coming up – not 
just in the US, but also here in Nijmegen. 
From May 23rd through the 26th, you can 
cast your vote in the student elections. But 
what are you actually voting for?

Student Elections:
What are we voting for?

student affairs

Timo Nijssen



16  |  The Issue  |  Spring 2016

Valenta, originally from the state of New 
Mexico, moved around a lot early in life, living 
in different states and different countries. She 
met her partner, who is Dutch, in graduate 
school, which is why she moved to the Neth-
erlands. You may be surprised to learn that 
initially, she didn’t study politics at all—as is 
evident by her Bachelor’s degree in… biology!

Interdisciplinary
Apart from biology, she also did American 
Studies, which was extremely interdisciplin-
ary at the time. Sound familiar? “I was taking 
courses in a lot of departments,” she explains, 
“in history, anthropology, law, political sci-
ence, literature, and American Studies. A big 
chunk of my studies had to do with identity 
politics, with race, gender, sexuality.” One 
of her big influences was the post-colonial-
ist scholar Edward W. Said. “He was looking 

at the relationship between literature and 
colonialism/imperialism, so the politics of 
literature in a global context.” Eventually, 
after an internship with a British feminist or-
ganization, she started leaning more and more 
towards politics, and as she was finishing up a 
postdoctoral research project at the University 
of Amsterdam, a teaching position opened up 
here in Nijmegen.

“You can say anything 
these days!”

Biology and politics doesn’t sound like 
the most logical combination, but Markha 
Valenta did both. Who is she? Where did 
she come from? How did she end up as an 
American politics teacher in Nijmegen? A 
talk about her own studies, the impossibil-
ity to get lost in the Netherlands, and cry-
ing when Obama was elected.

“I like America’s sense
 of adventure” Markha Valenta

Ralf Corsten
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Today, her research focuses on the ways in 
which globalization is changing politics, both 
democratic politics and identity or cultural 
politics. In order to do this, she compares how 
different countries deal with religious and 
cultural diversity, by looking at the US, the 
Netherlands and India. Another project of hers 
has to do with the contested place of Muslim 
minorities in secular democracies since 9/11 
and the War on Terror. “When I first arrived in 
the Netherlands, I was really shocked at what 
people were saying against Muslims, while 
there was a law prohibiting racist speech.” 
When I asked her about Geert Wilders and 
the movement that unsuccessfully tried to 
get him arrested for hate speech, she threw 
her hands up and said: “You can say anything 
these days!” It’s worth noting for all of us, 
with the Dutch elections coming up next year, 
that Wilders’ strength in the polls is as strong 
as Donald Trump’s—that is, he’s leading by a 
wide margin.

“The Dutch are afraid 
to fail”

The Great Outdoors
Having lived in a lot of places, I asked Valenta 
to name the thing she preferred most about 
living in the United States. “I L-O-V-E the 
nature. I find it really really weird that you 
cannot get seriously lost here. You could drop 
me here in the Veluwe, and I would be able to 
find a path within half an hour. I like nature 
that you really can get lost in and where bears 
can eat you (or at least your food) if you don’t 
look out. So I kind of miss ‘real’ nature.” She 
added: “What I like in America is the sense 
of adventure, risk-taking, and creativity. It’s 
a lot easier to just think of something, and 

just go out and do it, and if you fail it’s not a 
disaster, it’s just part of the learning process, 
just something that happens on the way to 
success. While here in the Netherlands, when 
you fail, there’s a sense that you’ve make 
a very big mistake that you shouldn’t have 
done. That makes people much more hesitant 
to try new things.”

Of course, I couldn’t miss my chance to ask 
her a thing or two about the ongoing elec-
tions. Since there’s so much going on—I 
was reminded of Stephen Colbert calling the 
theme of the elections ‘anything goes’—I 
asked her about the most interesting thing 
going on. “It’s two-fold: firstly, the revolt of 
the electorate against corporate influence, 
giving Bernie Sanders on the left and Donald 
Trump on the right opportunities that only a 
year ago seemed unimaginable; and second-
ly, the growing influence of Latinos not only 
as voters but as politicians, notably in the 
serious candidacy of two Republican Primary 
frontrunners, Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio.” 
That second part may come as a surprise, but 
it mirrors something she said about Obama. 
“His election in 2008 was just amazing. I was 
one of the many people who had to cry, it was 
unimaginable. It was literally unimaginable 
that a black man could become president.”

Could you imagine doing that yourself, crying 
over the election of a Muslim prime minister? 
I couldn’t—but it certainly wouldn’t be any 
less of an achievement. It left me wondering. 
Was that simply Markha Valenta, passionate 
researcher into the practices of religious and 
cultural diversity, speaking? Maybe. It might 
also be something altogether more funda-
mental; something that really demonstrates 
and allows us to feel the cultural difference 
between the Netherlands and the United 
States.

interview
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The Issue is always looking for 
new writers, photographers, 

and illustrators.

Join us!
theissue@usanijmegen.nl
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Dearest reader, 

As the weather is slowly getting a bit bet-
ter and we can already see the first signs of 
spring, your curriculum committee is busy 
as always with our regular meetings. During 
these meetings we discuss all the ins and outs 
of your studies. We would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you all that there are 
certain panels you can join (first-years, sec-
ond-years and third-years!) to express your 
thoughts on our studies. We would be happy 
to invite you to our panel interviews. All you 
have to do to join is send an email to olcen-
gam@gmail.com! 

During these interviews you will not only 
express your own thoughts and ideas, but 
you will represent your whole year together 
with some fellow students. Mind you that 
these talks are not the same as the evaluation 

forms! These conversations are very important 
for the curriculum committee because they 
give us a much more detailed idea of what’s 
going on during all the lectures, seminars, 
exams and what not. Other perks are a nice cup 
of hot tea and free chocolate chip cookies. Now 
you tell us, that sounds pretty good, right! Oh, 
and something else that sounds good? Winning 
975 euros or a gift card for Bol.com! You can 
win them by filling in the Nationale Studenten 
Enquête, which has been sent to your mailbox. 
This also gives us valuable information that 
would help your curriculum committee a lot! 

Kind regards, 
Your curriculum committee 
Staff members: Jorrit van den Berk, Marguérite 
Corporaal, Jarret Geenen, Mathilde Roza, Rina 
de Vries
Student members: Esther van Bussel, Frank 
Kruijsbeek, Amanda de Lannoy, Michelle 
Snaterse, Ilse de Wit

OpCo

Choosing a minor, we all have to do it soon-
er or later. As this decision can be stressful 
and difficult, let me assure you, the Ameri-
can History Minor is none of these things.

If you found History and Politics an interest-
ing course and are looking for a somewhat 
less challenging, less I-want-to-rip-my-
hair-out-this-is-so-difficult-like-syntax 
minor, you have found it. 

The history minor about the United States 
has three courses: Who Built America 1 and 
2, and American Identities. Who Built America 
1 starts in the first block with discussing 
slavery and makes its way through Amer-
ican history and is followed by Who Built 
America 2 in the second block. American 
Identities is a course which discusses var-
ious topics on what makes the American 
identity.  The teachers, who are nice and 
know what they are talking about, show a 
new, more socio-economic oriented per-
spective of the history of the United States. 

As an American Studies student, you have 
an advantage as you have already studied a 
part of the history discussed in this course. 
Basically, this minor extends your knowl-
edge of American history and teaches you 
to think like a real historian: doubt every 
source you find.

This minor does require you to hand in 
homework assignments every week that 
require a significant amount of reading, 
which can be challenging. Furthermore, to 
finish Who Built America 1 you have to do a 
group presentation about a topic of Amer-
ican history. However, keep in mind that 
you probably already know much about 
the history of the United States, and you 
are even allowed to write the assignments 
and do the presentation in English. If you 
haven’t been sleeping through your Histo-
ry and Politics class, what is taught in this 
minor is not rocket science.

minor issue

American History
Does the size of the minor guide dazzle 
you? In Minor Issue, we write about the 
options. Linda van Rooij is currently en-

rolled in the American History minor.

Linda van Rooij
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‘the big picture’
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Isabelle Kooreman

prose/poetry

There must be something more
More than what we see outside
Behind the horizon 
More than meets the eye

A flash of light
A small growing sound
Waiting for us to pass it on
Waiting to be found

You’ve got to keep on
Live like there’s no tomorrow
Always stay strong
Everyone deals with sorrow

It is in those things
Things that make you ponder
Those things do not kill you 
Those things make you stronger

Never stop and ask why
You’ve got to laugh, got to cry
Life wouldn’t be worth living
If you never got to die

Something 
More



Cancer (June 21-July 22)
As much as you want to go 
outside and feel the heat of the 
sun on your skin you too have to 
remember that it is not summer 

yet. If you do go outside in this weather please 
do not forget to bring a coat, otherwise the 
severe cold will get you sick!
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horoscope

Horoscope

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18) 
You are totally going to make it 
this period Aquarius. You have 
everything under control and 
most importantly, you submit all 

your papers and essays days before the actual 
deadline. You are the ideal student. The uni-
verse is proud of you.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
You are planning some awe-
some spring events for you and 
your friends. You want to do all 
the planning by yourself and by 

this you leave out all your friends. Be careful 
Gemini, divide the tasks between you and your 
friends!

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20)
Pisces, something is wrong and 
you do not know what is it. You 
just feel like everything is going 
the wrong way. But look outside; 

weather is improving and the sun is shining 
again. This looks like the perfect metaphor for 
your life. Let that sun shine again!

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)
The spring is definitely your 
favorite time of the year. Look 
at the flowers, the ladybugs and 
all the happiness in the world. 

Spread this happiness Libra, other people who 
need this can use it!

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21)
Achoo! Red, watery eyes and 
sneezing 253 times a day. Spring 
is arriving and so is hay fever. Of 
course this is absolutely horrible 

but don not let the fever get you down. Try to 
do some other things that do not include going 
outside. What about a Disney-marathon? 

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) 
You need to make some important 
choices for the future. Your mind 
is working too hard and this is 
tiring you. The best thing for you 

to do is to sit and write everything down. This 
will give you the rest you need.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Spring time is coming up! You 
cannot wait to go outside and 
make plans for an amazing picnic 
on the beach or in Kronenbur-

gerpark. Take it easy, Aries, and do not rush 
outside immediately. It is not summer yet, so 
stay calm.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
While everyone is happy and 
celebrating the spring you feel a 
little down. This does not have to 
be a problem, sometimes you just 

do not feel like participating. Take some time 
to rest and be yourself. Charge that battery of 
yours!

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)
It’s spring time! You are so done 
with that cold and wet weather. 
Suddenly everything is nice again 
and you feel absolutely great! 

Keep this going Capricorn!

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)
Although the finals are not yet 
in sight you are already stressing 
out. This harms everyone around 
you so stop doing this! Chill down 

and have fun while you still can.

Leo (July 23-Aug 22) 
Love is in the air! The butterflies 
do not only fly outside but they 
are in your stomach as well. Enjoy 
this and let everyone know!

Lisa Fiddelers



Upcoming Activities
March

 24th    Ice Skating

For locations and the latest info, go to usanijmegen.nl/events

April
 5th    Pub Lecture

12th    Faculty of Arts Gala
15th   Visit to the Roosevelt Study Center


