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State of 
the Union

Word from 
the Board

Dear members, 

Time flies when you are having fun! The 
first semester is almost over and as the 
days become shorter, our beloved Christ-
mas break is coming nearer. By the time 
you read this, the Ugly Christmas Sweater 
Party will hopefully have been a major 
success with lots of Mariah Carey, jingle 
bells and beers at ThomTom. What a lovely 
bar it is! At any rate, we do not want to see 
you guys wearing anything else but an ugly 
Christmas sweater for the rest of the year. 
On second thought, pants are allowed as 
well  

So, the end of the year is nigh! And what 
a year it was. However, we feel like we 
are just getting started! You are probably 
still completely stuffed after our lovely 
Thanksgiving dinner, but we are already 
planning on organizing amazing events 
once the new year has arrived and your 
exams are over. 

As far as study trips go, we have some ex-
citing news for you as well. Not one, but 
two trips are due to happen the upcoming 
year! In May, USA Nijmegen will head to-
wards Tallinn, the capital of Estonia, and 
in October, we will fly to Washington, DC! 
Much about these trips still has to be con-
firmed, so keep an eye on your inbox and 
our Facebook page for more information! 

Our further predictions for 2016? Donald 
Trump will become the new POTUS, you 
will all win the lottery, and plane ticket 
prices to the States will decrease im-
mensely. Happy holidays, enjoy reading 
this Issue, good luck with your exams, and 
we are looking forward to seeing you next 
year!  

Cheers!

On behalf of the XIIIth board of USA Ni-
jmegen, 

Pleun Weijers

Chairwoman 2015-2016

Ah, December. While we stuff ourselves 
with delicious food and drinks, and 
shower each other with gifts, we wait 
the start of spring. Kinda sucks we have 
to deal with January first, which is basi-
cally the Friday morning of months. And 
exams. The horror. Good thing we have 
some tips that’ll help you survive all of 
it and get a good start in the new year. 
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves – it’s 
time for out first real break of the year! 
If you’re suffering from the SLOFT-syn-
drome (Severe Lack Of Free Time) and 
don’t know what you’re supposed to 
do with all this freedom, make sure to 
read some of the movie tips on page 7 
or start watching Quantico after reading 
F(r)amed on page 10. Who doesn’t enjoy 
some serial binging after a semester of 
hard work?

Winter is also a period of hellos and 
goodbyes. Some of our fellow American-
ists are returning home after a semes-
ter abroad, while others are leaving 
Nijmegen. We got hold of professor 
Erika Schneider before her return to 
Framingham State University and asked 
her some questions (page 16), and Loes 
shares her experiences living with a 
roommate on page 6. If you’re among 
the people who just sent out their appli-
cation for a semester abroad, make sure 
to check out our overview of the presi-
dential candidates. You might just run 
into one of their campaign teams.

Happy Holidays and enjoy reading this 
Issue!

Timo Nijssen
Editor in Chief

editorial
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Thijs Moors The Democratic Party
Martin O’Malley served two terms as 
governor of Maryland; he was first elected 
in 2006 and re-elected in 2010. Prior to 
that, O’Malley served two terms as mayor 
of Baltimore and was on the Baltimore City 
Council.

Self-proclaimed democratic socialist Ber-
nie Sanders was elected to the US House 
as an independent in 1990. He mounted 
a successful Senate bid in 2006 and is 
currently serving his second term. Sanders 
caucuses with Democrats in the Senate 
and is the longest serving independent in 
congressional history. 

Hillary Clinton most recently served in 
President Obama’s Cabinet as secretary of 
State from 2009 to 2013. Before that, she 
represented New York in the US Senate 
from 2001 to 2009 and campaigned for 
the Democratic presidential nomination 
in 2008, losing a closely contested race to 
Obama. Clinton was first lady from 1993 to 
2001 during the presidency of her husband, 
Bill Clinton.

The Republican Party
Jeb Bush served as governor of Florida 
from 1999 to 2007. He also ran unsuccess-
fully for governor in 1994. He is the son of 
the 41st president, George H.W. Bush, and 
brother of the 43rd president, George W. 
Bush.

Ben Carson is the former director of 
pediatric neurosurgery at Johns Hopkins 
Children’s Center in Baltimore. He was ap-
pointed to serve on the President’s Council 
on Bioethics in 2004 by then-president 
George W. Bush. Carson garnered national 
attention for his 2013 speech at the Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast.

Donald Trump is a real-estate magnate. 
He’s chairman and president of the Trump 
Organization and the founder of Trump 
Entertainment Resorts, and he hosted 
NBC’s The Apprentice and Celebrity Appren-
tice. Trump is currently leading in the polls, 
partly because of the absence of a Super 

PAC influencing him. 

Chris Christie was elected governor of 
New Jersey in 2009 and re-elected in 2013. 
Many Republicans urged him to seek the 
2012 GOP presidential nomination, but he 
decided against a bid. Christie was tapped 
to deliver the keynote address at the 
Republican National Convention in 2012. 
Before he was governor, Christie served as 
the US Attorney for New Jersey.

Ted Cruz won a US Senate seat in Texas in 
2012. His general election victory followed 
an upset win in the Republican primary 
over Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, who was fa-
vored by much of the party establishment, 
including Gov. Rick Perry. Cruz previously 
served as solicitor general of Texas. He 
held posts with the Federal Trade Com-
mission and Justice Department during 
the George W. Bush administration, and 
he clerked at the Supreme Court for Chief 
Justice William Rehnquist.

Carly Fiorina is the former CEO of Hew-
lett-Packard; she was the first woman to 
lead a Fortune 500 company. She ran for 
the US Senate in 2010 and lost to incum-
bent Democratic Sen. Barbara Boxer. 
Fiorina also was an adviser to Arizona GOP 
Sen. John McCain in his 2008 presidential 
campaign.

Jim Gilmore is a former governor of Vir-
ginia who also chaired the Republican Na-
tional Committee during George W. Bush’s 
first year as president. This isn’t Gilmore’s 
first White House run, as he also briefly 
sought the 2008 Republican nomination.

Foreign policy hawk Lindsey Graham is 
serving his third term in the US Senate 
after four terms in the US House. Prior to 
that, the Air Force veteran was a lawyer 
and served in the South Carolina House of 
Representatives.

Mike Huckabee served as governor of 
Arkansas from 1996 to 2007, following a 
three-year stint as lieutenant governor. 
He had an unsuccessful bid for the GOP 
presidential nomination in 2008. Prior to 
his political career, he was a pastor and 
worked in broadcasting.

A Who’s Who of the Road to 2016
As you may know, there has been a fuss about several presidential can-
didates. Things may seem tenuous, since the number of candidates run-
ning for president currently is in double digits. To give a clearer image 
of the Democratic and Republican presidential candidates, we’ll give a 
concise introduction to every candidate. 



John Kasich was elected governor of Ohio in 
2010 and re-elected in 2014. During his pre-
vious tenure as an Ohio congressman, Kasich 
chaired the House Budget Committee. He 
briefly sought the 2000 Republican presiden-
tial nomination, but dropped out of the race in 
1999 well before the first votes were cast.

Rand Paul was elected to the US Senate in 
2010 in Kentucky. Paul worked as ophthalmol-
ogist in Bowling Green, Ky., before seeking 
office. He is the son of former Texas congress-
man and GOP presidential candidate Ron Paul.

Marco Rubio was elected to the US Sen-
ate from Florida in 2010. He has been given 
high-profile speaking assignments by GOP 
leaders since his election, including the Re-
publican response to President Obama’s 2013 
State of the Union Address. He also introduced 
Mitt Romney at the 2012 Republican Nation-
al Convention in Tampa. Previously, Rubio 
served in the Florida House of Representa-
tives, including a stint as speaker.

Upcoming Presidential 
Debates

If you want to closely watch the 2016 presi-
dential race and its developments, you could 
tune in to the debates. Watching them can be 
relevant and from time to time quite enter-
taining. 

The Republican National Committee has 
announced a schedule for five debates with 
the possibility of three additional forums as 
well. The Democratic National Committee will 
sanction four debates for its much smaller 
presidential field. Here’s a look at where the 
schedule stands now:

Republicans
Dec. 15, 2015: Las Vegas (CNN/Salem Radio)
January 2016: Iowa (Fox News)
Feb. 6, 2016: Manchester, New Hampshire 
(ABC News/IJReview)
Feb. 13, 2016: South Carolina (CBS News)
Feb. 26, 2016: Houston (NBC/Telemundo/Na-
tional Review)
Pending:
March 2016: TBD (Fox News)
March 10, 2016: Florida (CNN/Salem Radio)

Democrats
Dec. 19, 2015: Manchester, N.H. (ABC/WMUR)
Jan. 17, 2016: Charleston, S.C. (NBC/Congres-
sional Black Caucus Institute)
February or March: Miami (Univision/The 
Washington Post)
February or March: Wisconsin (PBS)
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current affairs

A Who’s Who of the Road to 2016
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Living with a roommate is a different expe-
rience for everyone and it mostly depends on 
the type of roommate you get paired with. You 
are able to give some preferences beforehand, 
such as your sleeping pattern or cleaning 
habits, but the university will pair you with 
someone. This person can be someone of all 
ages, majors and backgrounds, so there is no 
chance to predict what kind of person your 
roommate will be.

There are a couple possible scenarios when 
getting know your roommate: either you find 
out you love them and become very good 
friends, you find out they are very different 
but you have a decent relationship, or you find 
out your roommate is extremely annoying and 
gets on your nerves. 

My personal experience with a roommate 
is not extremely positive, but I know from 
experience that it could definitely be worse. 
My roommate and I get along quite well, she 
is nice and we are on the same level regard-
ing things like allowing visitors. Even though 
our relationship is not the worst, I person-
ally am not enjoying living with a roommate 
that much. My roommate has a very strange 
sleeping pattern, which means that she often 
sleeps during the day, but stays up well after 
midnight (this means, she will still be laugh-
ing out loud at her TV around 3 AM, several 
times a week). As a result of her habits, I ei-
ther have to be quiet in the room, because she 
is sleeping, or she keeps me up at night. Her 
way of ‘being quiet’ while I am trying to sleep, 
is actually still quite noisy, and this results in 
me waiting until she goes to bed. Also, many 
Americans do not have the best eating man-

Loes van den Wijngaard

student life

While signing up for the study abroad pro-
gram all kinds of questions go through 
your mind: What kind of classes will I take? 
Will the people be nice? And most impor-
tantly: Will I have to live with a roommate, 
if I decide to live on campus? The answer 
to the last question is an easy one: yes, if 
you live on campus, you will have to live 
with a roommate.

ners, which results in them eating with their 
mouth open all the time and not realizing 
that the sound that creates might bother the 
other person in the room. My roommate tends 
to be rather inconsiderate, while expecting 
me to be very considerate towards her at all 
times. This obviously creates some annoyance 
on my side and sometimes makes it difficult 
not to let these negative things overpower. 
I am very lucky that I do not have a room-
mate who brings home a different boy every 
night, or leaves the front door unlocked for all 
strangers to come in, but I still really miss my 
privacy a lot. 

In all cases, it can definitely be a bit of a strug-
gle to always have someone in your room. 
Americans hardly ever go home during the 
weekends, since they go to college far away 
in most cases, which means that you will see 
your roommate almost every single day. This 
might sound very intense, but it can be really 
nice too, especially if you end up becoming 
good friends with your roommate. If that is 
not the case, it can still be nice to have some-
one around, because you are never alone and 
there is always someone to talk to, so this will 
help you with possible homesickness as well!

Either way, living with a roommate is a very 
interesting experience and definitely part of 
the American college experience. You will get 
used to it rather quickly and since everyone 
is in the same boat, your friends are always 
there to complain to about your roommate. 
Worrying about it is the last thing you should 
do, even if you end up not really liking your 
roommate, there are probably more than 
enough places on campus where you can go 
to. And maybe you end up meeting the most 
amazing people and become great friends! 
Living with a roommate comes with living in 
a dorm on campus, which is a great part of the 
American college life, since it is very easy to 
get involved with activities. There are activi-
ties on campus almost every single day, and by 
living in a dorm, you always have close access 
to all of these.

Living with a roommate might seem weird 
or scary, but let this not hold you back when 
deciding to go abroad or not. It’s all part of the 
experience!

The True American College 
Experience: 

Living with a Roommate
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christmas

1. The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993)
Tired of all the holiday cheer? Ready to kill 
anyone who wants to build a snowman? 
Well, maybe this movie will help you to 
let it go. This masterpiece by Tim Burton 
might be the most alternative and creative 
Christmas movie ever made. Jack Skeleton, 
king of Halloween Town discovers the Town 
of Christmas. Combining the best of both 
holidays, this incredible movie explores the 
concept of Christmas in a gloomy and dark 
setting full of catchy songs, sketchy charac-
ters and amazing graphics.

2. An Arthur Christmas (2011)
Being one of the least well-known and un-
derrated animated movies, Arthur Christ-
mas is a refreshingly new Christmas movie 
about the clumsy son of Santa Claus. As 
a present gets left behind, clumsy Arthur 
steals his dad’s sleight and goes on a mis-
sion to deliver the present on time. Con-
taining lots of humor, Santa-fun, reindeer 
and a message of self-confidence, this is 
the perfect feel-good Christmas movie you 
haven’t seen yet. 

3. Merry Madagascar (2009)
Christmas? Check. Santa Claus? Check. 
Exotic Animals? Check? This short movie 
combines all the fun of the previous Mad-
agascar movies with the joy of the holiday 
season. As Santa crashes his sleigh on 
Madagascar Island and suffers from amne-
sia, our old friends Alex, Marty, Gloria and 
Melvin help him out. As the penguins get 
into a north-pole south-pole rivalry with 
the reindeer, the others hop on the sleigh to 
deliver Santa’s Christmas presents. When 
Santa Claus recovers from his amnesia and 
King Julian hands out presents to his min-
ions, the Christmas miracle is complete.

4. The Night They Saved Christmas (1984)
This movie, made in 1984, is an old and 
mostly forgotten Christmas movie. It is 
actually a lot of fun to watch. As an oil 
company starts to drill for oil in the Arctic, 
Santa’s home is danger. He recruits a family 
to convince their father, who works for the 
company, to stop drilling for oil. This gold-
en oldie is your everyday standard Christ-
mas movie, but it is a classic and it really 
gets the Christmas feels going.

5. Bad Santa (2003)
If you are not a fan of the standard happi-
ly ever after Christmas movies, Bad Santa 
is your movie. As far as Christmas movies 
go, this movie can be seen as the American 
Pie variant. The story revolves around two 
thieves who use Santa Clause costumes to 
rob department stores on Christmas Eve. 
Next to dressing up and robbing stores, this 
movie leaves plenty of space for dirty jokes, 
lots of drinking, cursing, and some more 
drinking. Being one of the rare Christmas 
movies that is definitely not appropriate for 
the whole family to watch, this movie pro-
vides us with a funny and really bad alter-
native to the standard Christmas movie.

Top 5 
alternative 
Christmas 
movies
Because you can only 
watch Love Actually and 
Home Alone so many 
times...

Linda van Rooij



According to research, Christmas is the 
most popular holiday in the United States. 
And according to my very own (limited) re-
search, Christmas is also the most popular 
holiday amongst USA Nijmegen-members. 
However, Christmas is just one of the many 
holidays you can celebrate this month!
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Friday. This marks the real start of the holiday 
season for most stores, though Santa can 
be found in some stores as early as October. 
Every year people complain about this so-
called ‘Christmas creep’, but for stores it is a 
very good strategy to earn more money. In the 
US, people tend to go all out at Christmas and 
they buy tons of gifts for their loved ones. But 
Christmas is about more than just presents; 
it’s a time to eat good food, drink eggnog and 
hot cocoa with marshmallows, to watch amaz-
ing movies and listen to awesome songs, but 
most of all it’s a time to be with your friends 
and family!

Christmas
Even though many non-Christian peo-
ple celebrate Christmas, it is (as the name 
indicates) a Christian holiday. Four Sundays 
before Christmas Day, an Advent Wreath is 
placed in churches and many homes and each 
Sunday one of the four candles is lit. The lit 
candles are supposed to provide light during 
dark times (literally and symbolically). Three 
of the four candles are purple, which signify 
a time of prayer, penance, and sacrifice. Only 
the candle that is lit on the third Sunday is 
a different color, pink, which represents joy 
(because Christ’s birthday is getting closer). 
Some people add a fifth candle which they lit 
on Christmas Day. On Christmas Eve (Decem-
ber 24th), people go to Midnight Mass, which 
marks the start of Christmas Day. Christmas 
Day (December 25th) celebrates the birth of 
Jesus Christ. In some countries it common 
to have festivities for another day; in the UK 
they have Boxing Day on December 26th and in 
many other European countries it is common 
to celebrate the Second Day of Christmas. 
Historically, people honored animals on this 
day and they also celebrated the Third and 
Fourth Day of Christmas, but that hasn’t been 
common practice for centuries.

Hanukkah
This beloved eight day long Jewish winter 
festival celebrates two things. First, it is about 
the military victory of a small army, the Jew-
ish Maccabees, over the powerful Syrian Greek 
army in 167 BCE. The victory was followed by a 

rededication (Hanukkah) of the Jewish Temple 
in Jerusalem. Hanukkah also celebrates the 
miracle of a small cruse of oil that burned 
for eight days, when it was supposed to burn 
for only one day. The kindling of a sev-
en-branched Menorah was an important com-
ponent of the daily service in the Holy Temple. 
When the Maccabees liberated the Temple 
from the hands of the Greek invaders, they 
only found a small cruse of pure and undefiled 
olive oil fit for fueling the Menorah. Howev-
er, it was sufficient to light the Menorah only 
for one day, and it would take eight days to 
produce new pure oil. Miraculously, the oil 
burned for eight days and nights, which is 
why Hanukkah lasts for eight days. Hanukkah 
starts on 25 Kislev, which is the ninth month 
of the Hebrew calendar. Following the Grego-
rian calendar, Hanukkah will be from 6 to 14 
December this year. Hanukkah is sometimes 
spelled as Chanukah and it is also known as 
the Festival of Lights. During Hanukkah, every 
day one candle is added on the Menorah, so 
that by the last day it glows with lights. It is 
tradition to eat foods fried in oil, to commem-
orate the cruse of oil. Furthermore, on each 
day, people give each other gifts, which often 
include toys like Dreidels.

Mawlid an-Nabi
This 23 December, many people in the world 
will celebrate Mawlid an-Nabi, which is the 
celebration of Prophet Muhammad’s birth-
day. This holiday falls on the 12th day of Rabi 
al-Awwal, which is the fifth month of the 
Islamic calendar. As the Islamic calendar has 
354 days, Mawlid falls on a different Gregorian 
date each year. On this day, people honor the 
life and teachings of Muhammad; they sing 
songs and say special prayers and a special 
part of this remembrance is focused on how 
he forgave even his most bitter enemies. As 
with other holidays, Muslims also give to the 
poor. Another thing that is very interest-
ing about this holiday is that there are also 
Muslims who do not consider Mawlid an-Nabi 
a holiday, there are two general reasons for 
this. The first is that they feel that celebrating 
Muhammad’s birthday in this manner would 
glorify him beyond his human dimension. 
And the second reason is that people don’t 
want to take part in this holiday because it 
is not described in the Qur’an. Furthermore, 
the prophet Muhammad can and is celebrat-
ed every day. For instance, a poem to honor 
Muhammad can be recited during wedding 
ceremonies.

December
All these (holi)days filled with love prove that 
December really is the best month of the year! 
Having two weeks off to watch cat videos also 
helps of course. So if you are feeling gloomy 
during these last few classes, just remember 
that we live in a world filled with holidays and 
that there is no need to choose between all of 
them. If you want, you can celebrate Chris-
mukkah just like Seth in The OC. And if that’s 
not really your style, just remember that at the 
end of the month it’s time for New Year’s Eve!

Ilse de Wit

america explained

T he minute Americans finish say-
ing thanks and eating turkey on 
Thanksgiving Day, they rush to 
the nearest mall to start buying 
presents at crazy discounts; Black 

Holiday Spirit
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Radboud University changed the minor 
guide. Again. But no need for panic! The 
Creative Industries courses are still sneakily 
available via the ACW minor: Screen Cul-
tures, Popular Aesthetics, and the Culture 
of Fashion. Don’t get scared off by these 
titles. Creativity reaches far beyond the 
cultural sector and the skills you acquire are 
useful for any branch you’d like to work in. 
Plus, these courses invite you to use your 
everyday experiences as case studies. 

Watching the latest episode of your fa-
vorite TV series while live-tweeting at 
the same time; we all have that one show 
right? Screen Cultures would be happy to 
see a paper about that. Popular Aesthetics 
looks at the stylistic components of en-
tertainment. I have to admit: some of the 
philosophical articles are difficult, but the 
two brilliant teachers will explain them in 
layman’s terms. Besides, it’s kinda cool to 
study the latest video clip of Sia or analyze 
Usain Bolt run the 100 meter sprint. The 

Culture of Fashion can be a bit overwhelming 
in the beginning. It’s okay if you don’t have 
affiliation with haute couture. It allows you 
to think about your clothes, accessories, 
piercings and tattoos, and what your style 
says about your identity. The teacher is 
pretty strict though. Don’t even think of 
showing up without the handbook, and if 
you want to chat on Facebook during her 
lecture, you’d better bring your invisibility 
cloak.

All of these courses require group work and 
weekly assignments. That sounds like a 
lot, and it sometimes is, but it will give you 
more free time during the exam period to 
recover from all the parties you attended. 
The Creative Industries courses ask you to 
think of study material yourself. It is not so 
much teachers who are telling you what to 
do. It will be daunting, a tad bit scary, and 
you will find yourself out of your comfort 
zone. Are you up for the challenge?

minor issue

Creative Industries
Does the size of the minor guide dazzle 
you? In Minor Issue, we write about the 

options. Audrey Lindelauf did the Creative 
Industries minor.

Audrey Lindelauf

The Issue is always looking for new writers, 
photographers, and illustrators.

Join us!
theissue@usanijmegen.nl
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Terrorism is a widely covered and discussed 
topic in media, politics, and maybe even daily 
life since the New York terrorist attacks of 
9/11. Most Americans, and you probably too, 
remember the images of the crumbling Twin 
Towers as if it happened yesterday. ABC’s new 
thriller series Quantico opens its pilot-epi-
sode with a similar image of New York in ruin. 
Every episode subsequently brings the viewer 
a little bit closer to the revelation of the (real) 
perpetrator of the biggest attack on New York 
since 9/11.    
Quantico was created and is produced by 
Joshua Safran, who also produced Gossip Girl. 
Interestingly, he chose Indian actress Pri-
yanka Chopra for the lead-role, which makes 
her the first South Asian woman to lead an 
American network drama series. It premiered 
on September 27, 2015 and is thus fairly new. 
ABC has already ordered the full season that 
will consist of 22 episodes. The series follows 

a group of young FBI recruits, who plough 
their way through the mentally and physically 
strenuous training in Quantico, Virginia. The 
training is like “the toughest boot camp and 
grad school all rolled into one” but that does 
not mean that the recruits do not have time 
to engage in complicated friendships and 
relationships, resulting in inevitable drama 
and jealousy. Flashbacks describe the recruits’ 
previous lives and also explain the reasons 
why they wanted to join the FBI. Flash for-
wards, however, reveal that one of the recruits 
will be the prime suspect of the terrorist 
attack on Grand Central.

In the pilot, the series’ protagonist Alex Par-
rish is lying on the ground in the rubble of a 
collapsed Grand Central Station that has been 
blown up by several bombs. Alex immediate-
ly tries to capture your attention - as well as 
that of her fellow Americans - as she intro-
duces herself and explains that “protecting 
our country” had always been her dream but 
her life had taken a very drastic turn. Alex, a 
recently graduated FBI agent, only sustained 
minor injuries from the attack and offers to 
help with the investigation into the responsi-
ble terrorists. She soon finds out that the FBI 
actually suspects her to be the mastermind 
behind the Grand Central attack. While run-
ning from the police, Alex is trying to clear her 
name and find the person(s) who framed her 
- all with the help of the few people she can 
trust. Thus, if you like watching mind-games, 
drama, and want to find out who really blew 
up Grand Central, go and watch Quantico and 
make your Christmas break count. 

Imogen Simons

f(r)amed

The Christmas break is of course, first and 
foremost, for celebrating the hugely an-
ticipated holidays with family and friends. 
But, it is also a well-deserved break to take 
your mind off of school-related stuff and 
relaxing should definitely not be forgotten. 
Luckily, you can now relax guilt-free with 
Quantico: a new, very American, series 
that is described as Grey’s Anatomy meets 
Homeland.
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foreign affairs

Before I chose American Studies at Radboud 
University, I had already decided for myself 
that I wanted to spend a semester abroad in 
the United States. When I was finally present-
ed with the opportunity to do so, my choice 
was fairly easy: I wanted to go to Siena Col-
lege, which is only minutes away from Albany, 
New York. 

Siena is relatively small compared to the 
average American university: only about three 
thousand students go here. The size did not 
surprise me when I arrived as it was one of the 
reasons I chose Siena. What did surprise me 
was the sense of community across campus: 
everybody knows each other and people are 
very willing to help you with anything you 
need. You can easily leave your doors unlocked 
or your phone unguarded on a table in the din-
ing hall and no one would bat an eye: everyone 
does it, due to the high level of social control 
at Siena.

Classes at Siena are interesting and teachers 
are very nice. Don’t be surprised if you’re 
asked to join them for dinner, or are invited 
on a business trip to a big city. The size of 
the classes is small and teachers want to get 
to know you much more personally than you 
may expect. It is one thing to study a culture, 
but to actually be part of it is something else. 
Cultural differences may sometimes pleasant-
ly surprise you or they may cause friction, but 
either way, you adapt to it. 

Don’t be surprised if 
you’re invited for din-

ner by one of your 
teachers.

The East Coast of the States was a relatively 
unknown region to me. If someone asks me: 

“why Siena?”, my first reaction is always: 
“because of the region”. Albany, despite the 
fact that it’s New York State’s capital, is not 
the most interesting city. However, it is the 
perfect central location from which you can 
visit many other cities. I set out to travel and 
see places during my stay and so I did: I have 
visited New York City, Boston, Montreal, 
Lake Placid, Saratoga Springs, and various 
smaller towns in Vermont. Also, what many 
people don’t know is that the state of New 
York has the largest state park of the US: the 
Adirondack Park, which is roughly the size of 
Vermont. During the Indian summer, I hiked 
up many hills and mountains and the fall 
colors of the trees truly made it quite a view to 
remember. 

As an advice to those that have doubts about 
going abroad, I’d say: go for it! Naturally, I 
have had my ups and downs here. I would be 
lying if I said that I didn’t. However, living in 
a different country for a significant amount of 
time is incredibly valuable to yourself and your 
future. If I would have to do it all over again, 
I would choose Siena with the same determi-
nation as the first time. I have learned much 
about what I value in life and what I appreciate 
about both the United States and about the 
Netherlands. Now is the time to experience 
what other countries and experiences can 
bring, so seize the opportunity!

Marieke Snel

You might have set your sights on studying 
abroad, but have you also decided where 

you want to go? In Foreign Affairs, we look 
at the options. Marieke Snel is currently 
studying at Siena College in Albany, NY. 

Life 
at 
Siena
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exams are approaching. With the following 
tips, you might survive the aftermath of all 
these holiday festivities, and pass your exams 
with flying colors!

Recovering from Black 
Friday

Sell your books from last period
And with the money you made, you can buy 
the books you need for the coming period 
from another student. This way you can help 
your fellow American Studies students while 
helping yourself!

Save money on food
By eating vegetarian meals more often, freez-
ing leftovers, eating together with roommates 
or friends, bringing some food from your par-
ent’s home, and by preparing lunch instead of 
buying it in the Refter. 

Save money on coffee
Bring your own coffee to university, instead 
of spending it on the delicious – however 
expensive – DE coffee. You can also choose to 
drink the much cheaper instant coffee from 
the vending machines, if you like the taste of 
dishwater.

New Year’s resolutions
Such as quitting smoking or drinking will save 
you a lot of money! Cooking for yourself is also 
cheaper and healthier, so if your resolution 
is to eat healthier, skip the take-out meals. 
Want to exercise more? This is cheapest at the 
Radboud Sports Centre; you can do fitness, 
join group lessons, and take a course in a cer-
tain sport for a period of time. 

Pay with cash
If you pay with cash, you will spend money 
less easily, because it feels like you are spend-
ing more than when you pay with your card. 

Don’t do this when you are planning to get 
drunk, as losing all of your cash will be even 
more expensive. 

Keep track of what you spend
If you know on what you spend too much 
money, you can decide for yourself where you 
should save some money on.

Use Scoupy
Scoupy is an app for your phone that will show 
you cashback campaigns from certain brands 
in the supermarket near you. All you have to 
do is upload a picture of your receipt, and they 
will reimburse your money.

Knaek
The Knaek card will give you discounts in your 
city. In Nijmegen, for example, you can get 
discounts at McDonald’s, Coop, Subway, and 
lots of pubs. This means cheap beer and pizza!

For Academic Success

Study in the University Library
Even if you live by yourself, or are able to 
study quietly at home, you will probably be a 
lot more productive in the University Library. 
Tell yourself to stay there for a fixed period of 
time, and take breaks at certain times. Ask if 
some of your friends are on campus, and want 
to meet up for coffee or lunch; chatting after 
studying is a welcome break from the silence.

Share summaries and notes
For example in the Facebook group of your 
American Studies year, or in a WhatsApp 
group. This works both ways; if you share your 
summaries and notes, your fellow students 
will want to share theirs with you. This is es-
pecially great if you have started studying too 
late, and do not have time to make a summary 
for a certain course.

Check Blackboard for old exams
Or ask students that have taken the course last 
year. This way you can practice how far you’ve 
come with studying, and get a feeling of what 
the exam might be like.
Read the syllabus

Tessa Baan

No one likes January. You’re tired, broke and it’s still 
cold outside. With our tips, you might actually survive.

I t’s January. You’ve spent all your mon-
ey on holiday presents, stuffed yourself 
with delicious food, might have drank 
a bit too much on New Year’s Eve, and 
you can no longer deny the fact that the 

student life

Surviving Januweariness



during your study breaks. 

Grow a tree
What? Grow a tree? Yes, a virtual tree! For-
est is an application that helps you stay away 
from your smartphone and stay focused on 
your work, by growing trees for every 30 min-
utes that you do not touch your phone.

Moment or Quality Time
Moment on iPhone, and Quality Time for An-
droid users, will show you how much time you 
spend on your phone, and allows you to set 
limits. 
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If you do this, you will know exactly what you 
should know for the exam, no surprises!

Preparation is key
Going to the seminars and lectures will save 
you from last-minute cramming. You will 
remember more from them than you would 
think, and you will not see the materials for 
the first time while studying.

Don’t stay up all night
It is better to get some sleep and wake up a bit 
earlier the next morning to take another look 
at the material. You will want to be able to stay 
awake and focus during the exam!

Do not drink coffee after 4 PM 
Otherwise you will lay in bed buzzing from the 
caffeine all night, and you need your sleep. Do 
stay hydrated however, with a bottle of water 
next to you while studying, or some tea.

Turn of notifications on your phone and/or 
laptop
So that you will not get distracted by 
WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or 
other social media. Check your social media 

Surviving Januweariness
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1. What is your favorite animal? 
a. a deer
b. a bear
c. I like all animals! 
d. I hate animals! 

2. How do you feel about energy dissipa-  
tion?
a. I try not to think too much about it, as my    
     ten thousand Christmas lights are so PRET
     TY!
b. I never use much energy, I’m mostly out
    side. 
c. I try to decrease the amount of energy I use, 
    but I like my occasional long, hot shower.  
d. It is really bad to waste energy, which is   
     why I never put up a Christmas tree. 

3. What is your favorite food? 
a. Sugar canes, every pie you can think of, 
     roast turkey, cranberry sauce, etc.
b. Bratwurst mit Sauerkraut! 
c. I eat everything. 
d. Preparing food costs me so much effort, just 
give me a pizza.  

4. If available, would you buy a USA Nijme-
gen Christmas mug? 
a. I would buy ten and decorate my kitchen   
     with them. 
b. If I can drink beer out of it, yes please! 
c. How expensive are they? 
d. No, absolutely not. Why would I buy some
     thing I can only use three days a year? 

5. What song do you like best? 
a. Wham – Last Christmas 
b. Karneval - Hey, Wir Woll’n Die Eisbärn 
     Seh’n 
c. Taylor Swift – Trouble 
d. Calvin Harris – Summer

What 
Christmas 
Type are 
You? 

Pleun Weijers

I feel it in my fingers, I feel it in my toes... 
Christmas is all around us, and so the feel-
ing grows... Or not? Does your Christmas 
mode start in August and do you have a 
Christmas tree standing all year long? Or 
can’t you wait until the madness is over 
again? What kind of Christmas type are 
you? Well, you are about to find out!

quiz
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6. What are your thoughts on snow?  
a. Wow, such white, much cosy! As long as I 
    am inside sitting next to a fireplace, though. 
b. Did somebody say snow? Let’s go outside! 
c. It can be fun for a few days, I guess. 
d. Yay. Great. Not. Ugh.   

7. What is the first thing you do on Christ-
mas morning? 
a. Run downstairs at 7 a.m. to see what’s in 
    my stocking, of course!
b. Wake up early for a morning walk. 
c. Nothing special. I just eat, drink, and have 
    fun with my family. 
d. Sleep in, I despise all those Christmas obli
     gations and would rather stay in bed. 

8. What is your favorite movie to watch 
when it’s Christmas? 
a. Home Alone, The Sound of Music, Beetho
     ven, Elf, I can’t choose! 
b. Into the Wild 
c. Love Actually <3 
d. Any horror movie would be okay with me. 

9. Where would you get an ugly Christmas 
     sweater? 
a. Obviously, I would knit one myself!
b. At an outdoor sports center, where you can 
     buy them wind and water proof. 
c. Probably at a very cheap store at Plein ‘44 
(where I normally only go to buy theme party 
outfits and Carnaval costumes). 
d. I would simply not buy one, they are itchy 
and ugly and embarrassing. 

10. What is the best thing about Christmas? 
a. The general vibe is absolutely amazing!  
b. Activities with family. 
c. The food. 
d. The presents. 

Let’s see what Christmas type you are. Count 
your answers and see which letter you have 
chosen most often! 

Mostly A: 
You probably already know this, but you are 
a proper Christmas lunatic! For you, it is all 
about the festive atmosphere. The nostalgic 
songs and movies, the clothing, the food, the 
traditions; you love it all. Well, here’s some 
good news for you, Christmas is nearly upon 
us! As always, you are going to have a great 
time, but try not to feel too bad when it is over 
again. At least the tree can stay till March!

Mostly B: 
You certainly have a thing for the Christmas 
vibe, but doing nothing but watching movies 
and eating food all day long is not your type of 
holiday. You want to go outside and do stuff! 
It might not come as a surprise that your 
perfect Christmas is celebrated with skis or a 
snowboard tied to your feet. If this alone is not 
active enough for you, you surely will amuse 
yourself during Après-Ski with a Pretzel in 
your hand. So, you better book that ticket and 
chalet before it’s too late! 

Mostly C: 
You are moderately enthusiastic about Christ-
mas, which is a good thing! You are happy 
once the bells start ringing and the tree is 
brought in, but you also feel fine when the 
Christmas lights disappear again into that 
big box in the attic. You also enjoy looking at 
your neighbor’s excessive Christmas decora-
tion, but you do not feel the urge to compete 
with them about having the biggest inflatable 
Santa in your front yard. No stress for you, you 
simply enjoy your days off with your family 
and have a good time! 

Mostly D: 
It must be hard to admit (or not), but you are 
not such a big fan of Christmas and you simply 
do not get what all the fuzz is about. You are 
definitely thinking “Don’t force me to have 
awkward conversations with family members 
I hardly know! Let me sleep and skip all those 
obligations! Give me normal food instead of 
roasted triple-salted fried duck liver!” Look at 
it from the bright side: it only lasts for three 
days. At least you have a few days off and 
you do not have to see those awkward family 
members again for an entire year!  
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countries. Do an internship, and see what 
aspects you like and don’t like. University is a 
time for exploration. Actually, I feel like I’m 
still exploring the world. That’s why I love 
teaching.” 

Erika Schneider studied French and art history 
in Massachusetts and is an associate professor 
in art history at the Framingham State Uni-
versity (MA).  Luckily for some of us, she now 
teaches at Radboud University for a semester 
after receiving the prestigious Fulbight-Terra 
Foundation Award in the History of American 
Art. This opportunity allows her to share her 
research on the Dutch origins of the American 
struggling artist trope and artist represen-
tation.  She wrote a book on the subject: The 
Representation of the Struggling Artist in America, 
1800-1865.  

Schneider moved to Nijmegen in August 
along with her husband, an English teacher in 
America but responsible for hearth and home 
here, and her 15-year old daughter. Since she 
moved here, Schneider visited almost every 
museum Holland has to offer.

 

“Art has always been a 
part of my life”

Art has always been a part of her life. “My 
mother was an artist, so her artworks and 
books were always lying around the house. 
This gene also passed on to my teenage 
daughter, who is a dedicated artist and is 
planning to attend art school after high 
school.”Schneider tells me she had a fabu-
lous undergraduate teacher who inspired her 
to continue her art studies. Schneider has 

Pien van den Heuvel

interview

The Art of Teaching
George Bernard Shaw once said “without art, the 
crudeness of reality would make the world unbear-
able.” After the attacks in Paris and the feeling of in-
security spreading through Europe, I find myself long-
ing for beauty and elegance. For this month’s Issue I 
talked to art history professor Erika Schneider about 
American art and her transition from an American to a 
Dutch university.

done much research in Symbolism which she 
describes as an enigma that fascinates and 
frustrates her simultaneously. 

Schneider taught for a couple of years at the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, the first 
and oldest art museum school in the Unit-
ed States. “Famous painters among whom 
Thomas Eakins, William Glackens and Robert 
Henri, attended the art school. The build-
ing itself is a jewel, a work of art itself as a 
stunning example of the Victorian Gothic 
mixture of materials: brick, marble, tiles, 
metal, stained glass, gilded and polychrome 
surfaces.”

As a shy high school student, she never imag-
ined herself in front of a classroom. Her career 
however consists mostly of giving public pre-
sentations. “I feel like this experience makes 
me more sympathetic to students who fear 
speaking in front of groups.”

“I was very shy as a 
high school student”

Schneider will start teaching the spring se-
mester at FSU before the final exam here is 
even given. I’m sure I speak for many when I 
say that I will be sad to see her go back to the 
United States.  Even though she enjoys her 
time in Nijmegen – she loves the Dutch bike 
culture and even biked to Germany just for 
bragging rights – she is excited to return to 
her Sheltie named Kiki and cat Sassafras who 
are waiting for her back home.

A ccording to Schneider, one should 
always do what one loves be-
cause that tends to be what one 
does best. “Take time to explore 
different careers. Travel to other 
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the big picture
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Before starting American Studies in Nijmegen, 
I tried Communication at Tilburg University. 
That lasted for about three weeks, I realized it 
was a terribly wrong choice for me and I had 
to find some way to spend the rest of the year. 
After searching and networking, I got to spend 
my year translating for an international IT 
company. Aside from a good salary I acquired 
very useful work experience.

Being at the office five days a week, working 
nine to five, I got a good impression of what 
it’d be like to do this work for a living. Here 
are some things I learned while working full-
time as a translator.

Translating
Translating may seem like a boring job where 
you do the same thing every day. This is not 
true. When translating you get to work with 
something different every time. Of course you 
read what you have to translate, and by doing 
this you learn so much about other topics, 
other than the English language. For example, 
it was my job to translate Functional Designs. 
These are documents that explicitly explain 
how a program should work, so that the pro-
grammers (in another country) can program 
it and make it work as specified. Testers also 
use these documents to verify correctness 
and find bugs. At the end of a document I had 
learnt so much about the programs and how 
to operate them that I could easily use them. 
Your job never bores you when you continually 
keep learning things.

“You learn to think 
about the reader”

 When translating for a specific compa-
ny, you’ll probably have to deal with terms 
you haven’t heard of before. While all of us 
Americanists have acquired a pretty large 
vocabulary, IT-terms were not included in 
mine. When starting such a job you’ll most 

likely be handed a list of specific terms. Terms 
with a specific translation that you won’t find 
online. These types of terms help you increase 
your vocabulary. A bigger vocabulary could be 
useful for future jobs. 

On top of that, you learn to think about the 
reader. You won’t help the programmers in 
Romania, who have an average understanding 
of English, with academic language. Because 
these people had to understand the document, 
I had to make sure my language was clear, 
concise and simple. 
Working at an office

Isabelle Kooreman

When you tell people you’re doing Ameri-
can Studies, they always wonder what kind 
of career that will land you. That might 
not be the easiest question to answer. To 
avoid complete failure, you could go with 
“I could become a translator”. 

Life After 
American Studies

Office Archetypes

When working at an office, you’ll get to deal 
with different kinds of people. There are some 
archetypes you’ll definitely recognize. 

The motivated ones: These people come in 
early, work really hard and make use of every 
minute they have. These people get noticed 
for their hard work and focus. If you want to 
make a career, be one of them!

Workaholics: Being motivated is great, but 
you shouldn’t go overboard. People that are 
TOO invested and work way more than they 
should, can be classified as workaholics. 
Stressed and sleep deprived is not a nice way 
to live. “Relax, take it easy!”

The bosses: When the boss walks into your 
side of the building you’ll know right away. 
People suddenly stop chatting and get to work. 
Some people immediately run to the boss 
because they’ve got a question or a conflict 
is broiling up and they need some guidance, 
support or a decision. 

Rebels: While this term seems fun it is defi-
nitely not. A major part of working at the of-
fice is working together. People agree on a way 
they’re going to cooperate, this keeps things 
clear and the outcome right. Rebels, however, 
tend to do their own thing despite agree-
ments. We’ve all had to work with someone 
like this on a school project. They are NOT fun.

Break-takers: At the end of the day some 
people will have a one feet high stack of empty 
cups on their desks. During the day these peo-
ple tend to take breaks constantly, usually al-
ternating between coffee breaks and smoking 
breaks (if applicable). Somehow these people 
find a way to get a lot of work done despite the 
fact they spend about one-third of their time 
talking and drinking coffee.

student life



However, for those of us that are not really 
capable of getting up at dawn, this may not be 
optimal. Another extreme are the people that 
don’t come in until 10. It is all up to you, really. 
Keep in mind, though, people that need to talk 
to you quite often will assume your times are 
fairly regular. Also, coming in really late will 
not make you seem very professional. 

While translating may seem boring or monot-
onous it is actually an interesting and educa-
tional job. You’ll take part in the office dynam-
ics and can find out what type of worker you, 
and your co-workers are. Best of all, you will 
be the bridge of understanding between the 
creators of the texts and the readers in another 
country.
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The idea people get when you tell them you’re 
working at an office is that you’re there every 
day from nine to five. This is actually not the 
way it is. Depending on your contract and the 
amount of hours it specifies you should be 
working a week, you are actually quite free in 
planning. 

Some are allowed to work from home. I 
worked half days on Wednesdays and was al-
lowed to work and bill these from home. When 
commuting takes some time, and you don’t 
have a full day of work, this is an excellent 
solution. There must be trust and confidence 
that you actually spend this time working (and 
not on Facebook).

During days at the office you’re free in your 
planning as well. Some people like to come 
in at 7 or 8 o’clock, work until 3 and call it a 
day. They then enjoy some free time at home. 

Dearest reader, 

Your curriculum committee has met again! 
As you might notice during the course of this 
year, we meet quite regularly to discuss the 
ins and outs of your studies, English Language 
and Culture. Did you know, first years, that 
there is a special panel you can join to express 
your ideas and opinions about your studies, 
ranging from the structure of the programme 
to the available facilities? Each and every one 
of you is welcome to participate in these panel 
interviews; all you have to do is send an email 
to olcengam@gmail.com! 

We would like to remind all of you that the end 
of the semester has almost arrived. Or well, 
not almost, as we still have some fun days 
ahead before the exams start. Christmas and 

New Years’ Eve are just around the corner, and 
so are your exams!  During the final week of 
classes and during those exams you will receive 
the course evaluation forms. Do not forget to 
take your time to complete them! They are very 
important for us: the curriculum committee 
will look at all results in detail, including your 
answers to the open questions, and discuss 
the outcome with your professors. The evalu-
ations play a key role in improving the quality 
of individual courses as well as the educational 
programs. 

Enjoy your holidays and the best of luck with 
your exams! 

Kind regards, 
The Curriculum Committee.

OpCo

student representation
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Bart Ekstein

prose/poetry

the cold fish that she is, and invited me in. 
As soon as she had closed the door I lay an 
egg and began shouting at her about how she 
was spoon-feeding John. I told her that I had 
always gotten my teeth into my work, and that 
others had said to me she had been calling 
me the apple of her eye. I tried to make her 
understand how much I had been counting on 
this promotion!

When my rant had come to an end, Annie 
stood there regarding me angrily. At that 
moment I knew what kind of hot potato I had 
been dealing with, and what the situation 
would boil down to. After telling me that she 
had always thought of me as a good egg, she 
began to explain that working with people who 
had such a bad temper wasn’t her cup of tea. 
She said she had always treated her employees 
with a carrot-and-stick-approach and where 
John got the carrot, I received the stick. In a 
nutshell: she fired me on the spot. 

I had put all my eggs in one basket and lost. 
But that is how the cookie had crumbled, and 
there was little I could do but leave her office 
and pack my things. The last word of advice 
Annie gave me was not to count my chickens 
before they were hatched in the future. 
So now I have to find another job, though I’ll 
promise you this: next time I will do things 
right and will I reach the upper crust. I count 
on it!”

Every year, the freshmen have to write a short 
story using food idioms for OCS. Bart Ekstein 

wrote about a rather intense phone call.

A 
Phone 

Call

“H ello! Ah, I’ve been better, 
let me tell you about what 
happened at work earli-
er today. You know John, 
right, that lard head? Well 

it turns out he is a hard nut to crack, for he 
must be a lot smarter than he looks. He walked 
up to my desk just after noon, looking all cool 
as a cucumber, though as he stopped before 
me I could soon tell he was licking his chops. 
Without greeting me, he began to chew the fat 
about how he used his noodle and had gone to 
the boss to talk turkey. I knew he had always 
had a finger in the pie, but he must have pol-
ished the apple, for one reason or another she 
had given him the promotion that was meant 
for me! To make matters worse, he was really 
hamming up this fact, speaking of how it was a 
piece of cake to bring the bacon home and that 
he was now on the gravy train. At that point I 
lost my patience, and I rather brusquely told 
him to simmer down. You know what he did? 
He taunted me once more, saying I shouldn’t 
cry over spilled milk, to then quickly leave be-
fore I could respond! Oh, how I wish I could’ve 
made him eat humble pie. 

The whole thing left a bad taste in my mouth, 
and rather than taking John’s words with a 
grain of salt, I decided I would deal with this 
kettle of fish right there and then. I wish I 
hadn’t, for this half baked course of action 
would lead me out of the frying pan and into 
the fire. I stood up from my chair and stormed 
towards the boss’ office, those who saw me 
move past must’ve thought me to be as nutty 
as a fruitcake! I banged on the door with my 
fist, making sure that the big cheese knew I 
had a bone to pick with her. Annie opened the 
door, her expression as composed as always, 



Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Things in your relationship are 
going pretty well! The two of you 
are madly in love. With the hol-
idays coming this is the perfect 

time to plan a romantic date. Not only with 
your lover but with your friends and family 
too. Your lover seems to be the most import-
ant person for you right now but do not forget 
others that are dear to you.

The Issue  |  Winter 2015  |  23

horoscope

Horoscope

Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18) 
Dear Aquarius, you are dreaming 
of the sun, which seems pretty far 
away during these dark days. The 
sun will eventually show itself 

again and in the meantime you should try to 
dream of other things. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
All your friends are making 
Christmas and new year’s Eve 
plans without you. You are feeling 
left out and this ruins the Christ-

mas spirit. Sometimes it is truly your own 
fault. Think back to the times when you were 
rude against your friends. It’s never too late to 
sorry!

Pisces (Feb 19-March 20)
You are totally in your element in 
this time of the year! Taking care 
of your family members is what 
you love to do. Everyone enjoys 

your enthusiasm and is glad to be around you. 
Good job, Pisces, keep going!

Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22)
You work hard for the money 
Libra! Schoolwork and your job are 
stealing all your time and before 
you’ll even know it will be January 

and all the holidays will be over. Take some 
time off, see friends and family, eat a lot of 
food and rest. After that you are ready to go!

Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21)
This holiday season the love of 
your life will finally answer your 
love. Get ready for romantic dates, 
lots of cuddling and of course 

lots of kissing in the mistletoe! Enjoy all these 
small beautiful things. You’ve deserved them!

Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) 
You will get into a fight with a 
family member. This is not un-
usual during the holidays when 
everyone is always close to an-

other. It happens to the best of us. Do not let 
this ruin your Christmas spirit, there are other 
family members who are amazing.

Aries (March 21-April 19)
You are finding yourself in some 
hard times, Aries. You have 
that feeling that everything and 
everyone is against you. Don’t be 

mad but calm down for a bit. It will open your 
eyes and the world will look a lot more beauti-
ful that way.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
With all the Christmas decora-
tions in your house you are totally 
in the Christmas spirit. Stars, 
trees, angels nothing is missing 

in your house. But please watch out when you 
are decorating your tree. The beautiful glitter-
ing Christmas balls can break easily and you 
don’t want the break your lovely decorations 
now, would you?

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19)
The days are shorter and the 
weather gets colder. It is that time 
of the year again where your en-
ergy drops to its lowest point. No 

matter how much sleep you get or how much 
coffee you drink, you still feel tired. Maybe the 
excitement of the holidays will help!

Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22)
This month is an expensive 
month. You are looking for the 
most perfect outfit for the hol-
idays and you want to go to all 

these parties. You want everything and every-
thing is expensive. Stop spending your money 
or you’ll have to eat bread with peanut butter 
all January!

Leo (July 23-Aug 22) 
During the holidays you are strug-
gling with some problems. You 
want to be with your family but 
on the other hand, you don’t want 

to leave your friends. Choosing can be difficult 
sometimes, especially in this time when you 
don’t want to disappoint someone. But make a 
decision and tell the others you’re not coming, 
they will understand!

Lisa Fiddelers



Upcoming Activities
Februari

 2nd    Pub Lecture
7th   Super Bowl Night

12th   StudentNASA Day

For locations and the latest info, go to usanijmegen.nl/events


