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I remember when my fellow board mem-
bers and I were prepping for our election 
ALV. Excited and full of fresh ideas, we pre-
sented our vision for USA Nijmegen in our 
wrinkled white shirts (we didn’t have our 
dashing board suits back then yet). By the 
time you read this, we are standing on the 
verge of a similar evening. We’ve got some 
great board candidates lined up, and they 
will be presenting their plans for the asso-
ciation this week. Of course, you’ll have to 
keep up with us for a little bit longer: the 
StudentNASA Day, the Anglo-American 
Summerfest, and #RUINTRO2015 are still 
ahead of us.

We have a great year to look back on: USA 
moved to a fancy new board room with 
a fridge and a soup carousel, there has 
been a tremendous increase in the amount 
of members we have, and we hosted a 
fabulously ratchet college party. A podium 
for opinions about the state of our studies 
opened during the debate about “rende-
ment”, and of course we left our mark on 
Kraków. I would like to thank everyone 
who made all of this possible: the mem-
bers and heads of our committees and my 
fellow board members. And, of course, all 
of you: the members who attended our 
activities in such great numbers.
Have a great summer and I hope to see 
you all next year!

On behalf of the XIIth Board of USA,

Timo Nijssen
Chairman 2014-2015

P.S. A word of advice for the XIIIth board: 
don’t order sweaters when you don’t have 
any buyers committed to them yet!

With summer right around the corner, we 
are proud to present to you the very first 
Summer edition of The Issue. Boy, did time 
fly by fast! The last couple of weeks have 
been anything but uneventful. You may 
have heard that Hillary Clinton is running 
for president--and so are Bernie Sanders 
and a handful of Republicans. It may have 
come to your attention that Cuba and the 
US are finally talking. Someone may have 
told you that Iran and the US have stuck a 
nuclear deal. However, there is one event 
that cannot have slipped your mind; USA 
Nijmegen’s epic study trip to Krakow. Be 
sure to check the last two pages of this 
Issue which detail our experience in and 
around the city!

In terms of this Issue’s theme, you may 
have noticed it is television--a topic 
we ourselves, and everyone who has 
contributed to this magazine, are very 
passionate about. In this edition’s three 
television-themed pieces, we take a look at 
reality television, the recent rise in com-
ic-based shows, and also an in-depth look 
at HBO’s adaptation of Generation Kill. 
Reading about television will no doubt 
appeal to most of you, but as per usual 
our regular items have not been forgotten. 
And, together with our TV pieces, they 
provide an entertaining and interesting mix 
of topics that we as American Studies folks 
love to read and talk about.

As this Issue is the first-ever summer Issue, 
it is, quite sadly, the last one that we have 
had the pleasure of working on together. 
As you know, this school year marks the 
The Issue’s first volume, and we have expe-
rienced many ups and also a few downs. 
This has definitely been a great learning 
experience for the both of us, and we 
would hereby like to thank everyone who 
has contributed to this magazine, from 
our wonderful group of writers to our very 
dedicated designer--The Issue could not 
exist without y’all! With endings, however, 
come new beginnings, and expect to see 
a brand new Issue next Fall! But for now, 
study hard, and keep in mind: summer is 
coming…

Janneke & Raoul,
Editors-in-chief

Celebrities are ignoring emer-
gency CA drought law

Even though there is only a year’s 
supply of drinking water left, 

some celebrities living in the hills 
of L.A. County do not care. Aerial 
photography shows the shock-
ing contrast between the lush 

estates of Kim Kardashian, Khloe 
Kardashian, Barbara Streisand, 
and Jennifer Lopez and the sur-

rounding hillside dirt. The drought 
in California is reported to be the 
worst on record; last month Gov. 
Jerry Brown implemented emer-

gency legislation to cut water use 
by 25%.

Boston Bombing trial in final 
stages

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev will either 
be sentenced to death or life in 

prison as the jury is hearing final 
witnesses in the trial over the 

Boston Marathon bombing that 
killed three and injured over 260 

two years ago.

McDonald’s is still declining
The fast food giant announced 
last month that it would close 

seven hundred stores in the fore-
seeable future, notably in Japan, 
where one hundred stores are to 
be shut down. This is part of a 

turnaround strategy the company 
unveiled earlier this month, which 

includes selling 3,500 stores to 
franchisees by 2018. It is reported 

that this is done as a means to 
avoid the higher minimum wages 
that the company announced in 
early 2015 as these wages only 

apply to company-owned stores.

Time flies when you are having a fruitful 
year! Exactly one year ago I was convincing 
everyone to vote for me to become a member 
of the OpCo, and I remember how excited I 
was when the results were announced on 
the RU website. In my opinion, the OpCo can 
look back on a productive year, in which we 
have accomplished much. All of the OpCo 
members have been devoted to improve the 
quality of our studies’ programs, and we have 
succeeded in many respects. In this last report, 
I will give you an update about the ‘pan-
elgesprekken’ and the student elections.
 
Student Elections
First and foremost, the student elections are 
the most recent event that took place. There 
were many people that were put on the list, 
but only five of them have been elected to 
become a member of next year’s OpCo. We 
wish them all the best!
 
The academic year of 2014-2015
We started this year with many hopes, wishes, 
and resolutions. We introduced the ‘Eerste-
jaarsraad,’ a concept that gives first-year-stu-
dents a possibility to reflect upon the study, 
because they cannot be represented in the 
OpCo due to the current election procedures. 
It seems to be a success, so we hope that our 
successors will continue and improve the 
Eerstejaarsraad in the following year. Fur-
thermore, we changed the ‘Panelgesprekken.’ 
As from this year, we asked six students of 
each program and each year to participate 
in the ‘Panelgesprekken.’ Prior, they got the 
list with questions that we were about to ask, 
so that they had a chance to think about an 
answer the result of this concept proved to be 
effective: we got constructive feedback that 
we can use to improve our Bachelor’s pro-
grams.Lastly, throughout the year we have 
discussed the participation and attendance 
requirements. These requirements had been 
changed in the OER, and as a result many 
students protested against it. In our meetings, 
we have discussed many possibilities to im-
prove the study climate, and we attended the 
debate that was organized by students.
 
I must admit that it was valuable to be a 
member of the OpCo, and I am certainly 
going to miss it next year. I hope that our 
successors will enjoy it as much as we have, 

because involvement in a committee like this 
teaches you a lot. For now, we would like to 
wish everyone the best of luck for their final 
exams, and keep in mind that the summer 
break is right around the corner.

Spring, as always, is a busy time for the 
FSRL. Dealing with the last meetings and 
our last chance to have our voices be heard 
before summer. This past month we had an 
important meeting about the onderwijs-en 
examenregeling (OER), which is the document 
that holds all your rights and obligations as 
a student and a teacher. In general, the OER 
hasn’t changed much in regards to last year. 
Some articles were reworded to make it all 
a bit more clear and we, of course, do not 
oppose clarity. However, a few problematic 
themes, such as mandatory attendence, could 
still be found and so we will discuss those 
during the next meeting. Strangely enough, 
all these themes seem to occur in the OER for 
English Language and Culture.Then again, this 
might explain why so many of us go into to 
student representation! 

Another problem we have dealt with in the 
past few weeks is ventilation, or lack thereof 
in the lowrise part of the Erasmus building. 
Luckily, the representatives of our faculty’s 
personnel agreed with us that this has been 
a problem for far too long and so progress 
is being made! Sadly, we are not getting 
the windows we had asked for, but they are 
working on optimizing the existing system 
and developping plans to renew it. So bear 
with us, for there will be fresh(er) air soon!
As always don´t hesitate to email us at fsrlet-
teren@gmail.com is there is anything we can 
do for you.

FSRL
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Watching TV-series is not just a hobby, it is a 
serious lifestyle. We’ve all been there. It’s 12 
o’clock at night, and you have so much work 
to do you don’t even know where to start. 
A chapter of syntax, some phonetics home-
work and an essay about the colonial period 
of the United States. It is so much work and 
you have so little time. So what are you 
going to do? That’s right, watch an episode 
of The Flash to calm the nerves. Only what 
happens is that one episode turns into two, 
and two into five and before you know it 
you’ve finished watching the entire season 
and it is 3 am. So you go to bed and secretly 
hope that essay will write itself. Unfortu-
nately it never does.
 
It is no crime to binge-watch a TV series 
every now and then. You are not the only one 
who has become hooked on a TV series, but 
lately the struggle has become real. There 
are so many good shows, and there are only 
twenty-four hours in a day. The question is, 
where do all these good series come from? 
One answer to that question can be found in 
a rather new genre of series. This genre has 
been on the rise these last couple of years in 
the world of Netflix and television, and has 
gained a huge following. It is the genre of se-
ries that are based on comic books, and even 
though that sounds like a very specific genre, 
a lot of people realize fail to realize that many 
of the most popular series at this moment are 
actually based on comics. We all have that 
one friend who is totally obsessed with The 
Walking Dead and even my mom knows who 
the Arrow is.  
 
TV shows: Why are they so popular?
Why are these series so popular right now? To 
answer this question, we first need to look at 
the rise in populairty of TV shows in general 
starting in the 2000s, which all has to do with 
the fact that these years are what some call 
the Golden Age of television series. The first 
reason that series have become so immens-
ly popular is technology. Using advanced 
technology, series are more high-quality. 
Special effects but also simple things such as 
lighting and storyline have improved. Sec-
ondly, storylines keep viewers in a continuous 
state of excitement by throwing adventurous 
and dramatic twists at them every other 
scene, which makes a show more addictive 
to watch. HBO’s Game of Thrones is a good 

example of this. There is so much going on, 
the viewer cannot afford to miss one single 
episode. Miss one, and you might as well stop 
watching all together. Thirdly, there is the rise 
of premium cable channels such as HBO and 
streaming services such as Hulu and Netflix. 
These make series more accessible, and have 
come to define television of the twenty-first 
century. Television is now equally important 
as movies; Netflix subscriptions, for instance, 
have risen from 21.67 million in 2011 to an 
astonishing 39.11 million in 2014. It can be said 
that everyone watches series now, just like 
everyone watches movies. 
 
Comics and TV
However, one of the most important changes 
in the world of mainstream television series 
that has contributed to the rise of com-
ic-based series is that their producers have 
started targeting specific audiences. The Walk-
ing Dead for instance targets the fans of the 
zombie genre. Gotham targets the people who 
love TV-series like NCIS and Criminal Minds. 
Because a lot of people watch series now,  
there is a large potential audience for a series. 
Targeting a broader audience is not necessary 
anymore, which has totally played into the 
hands of comic book entertainment. Targeting 
audiences’ inner geeks, producers know exact-
ly what to do to keep viewers entertained and 
hooked to their show.
 
Another reason that comic-based shows have 
gone mainstream is that the genre has had a 
dedicated fan base for many years, as every 

generation has had its own superhero. Wheth-
er you watched the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles as a kid or the Power Puff Girls, the 
fact is that every generation has had a hero to 
look up to. Again, this ensures that new com-
ic-based shows will become more popular, 
and eventually, generate more money.
 
DC Comics vs. Marvel Comics
The two main producers of this rising comic 
genre are Walt Disney’s Marvel Comics and 
Warner Brother’s DC Comics. Just like Bat-
man and Superman, Marvel and DC are in a 
constant head-to-head battle to dominate the 
world of comics. Although Marvel is domi-
nating the movie industry with movies such 
as X-men, The Avengers and Guardians of 
the Galaxy, the most recent and most pop-
ular comic-based series are produced by DC 
Comics. Recently-aired DC series like Gotham, 
Arrow and The Flash are immensely popular. 
The Flash even tied with Marvel’s Agents of 
S.H.I.E.L.D. with a stunning 4.06 million views 
in October 2014. Because of these impressive 
ratings, The Flash  has become The CW’s best 
running show. Gotham, although less popular 
than The Flash, also brings home the bacon, 
asking no less than $189.000 for 30-sec-
ond-long commercials.
 
New additions
However, Marvel is making a comeback in the 
world of television, and it is doing so with an 
exiting new project. This January, it premiered 
the spin-off series Agent Carter, a character 
the true geeks among us will recognize from 

the Captain America movies. Although its first 
season only consisted of 8 episodes, it was 
well-received and blew up on social media 
the week it premiered and has since been 
renewed for a second season. However, Agent 
Carter is not the only show Marvel uses to 
gain ground from DC. Using the popularity 
of Netflix, the Netflix originals series Dare-
devil became available last month. With ads 
running on Youtube and television, Marvel’s 
Daredevil is pretty hard not to spot. Having 
an exciting action-filled trailer and the quote 
“Lawyer By Day, Vigilante By Night” Marvel is 
using every single trick in the book to guaran-
tee Daredevil’s popularity.
 
Not a DC or Marvel fan? Don’t worry because 
the producers of The Walking Dead also have 
something new in store. Fear The Walking 
Dead is set to premiere on AMC this July. This 
spin-off is as prequel to The Walking Dead. 
How did the virus spread? How did the apoca-
lypse happen? All of these questions and more 
will be answered in this new exciting series. 
And before you ask, yes, a second season has 
already been confirmed.
 
So, whether you are someone who watches 
one show at a time, or a let’s-just-watch-it-
all-until-I-am-sleep-deprived type of person, 
the fact is that comic-based series are simply 
good entertainment. So when season five of 
Game of Thrones ends and you don’t know 
what to do with your life, consider watching 
one. You won’t be disappointed.

Television Series: The Return of Comics 
Linda van Rooij
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From Here Comes Honey Boo Boo to Survi-
vor and 16 and Pregnant to Deadliest Catch, 
sometimes reality TV seems to be all there is 
when you turn on your TV. Reality TV shows 
portray real people doing real, though 
often strange, things. The shows are often 
described as being so cheap that you can’t 
stop watching, so why do we actually watch 
them?
 
History of Reality TV
Candid Camera, which first aired in 1948, is 
often seen as the first reality TV show. It was 
a show that involved normal people being 
confronted with abnormal situations, all 
the while being filmed by hidden cameras. 
When the victims were informed that it was 
all a joke, they would be told “Smile, you’re 
on Candid Camera,” thus explaining the title. 
However, the reality genre did not become 
popular until the 1990s, when MTV started 
broadcasting The Real World. In 1999 Big 
Brother became a worldwide success and 
caused the genre to boom. Since then, reality 
TV has become more and more popular with 
shows like American Idol, Survivor, and The 
Real World, and nowadays it is everywhere.

What is the appeal?
But what exactly is the appeal of watching 
real people doing real things? We could just 
go out and live our lives, but instead millions 
of people watch other people live their lives 
on TV. Reality TV is often described as bad 
TV, even by the people who watch it. It seems 
quite strange that audiences still choose to 
watch these “bad” shows as we live in a time 
that has been called the Second Golden Age 
of television, because there are so many qual-
ity TV shows. The appeal of reality TV seems 
to be that we can compare our lives with the 
lives of the people in the shows. We love to 
watch shows and comment on how awful 
the people in it are, or how ridiculous the 
show even is, but then we tune in again the 
next day. Watching somebody else struggle 

makes you feel better about yourself, which is 
why reality TV is so addictive. And when your 
favorite stars do succeed you feel happy for 
them, because it gives you hope for your own 
life. If the teenagers in Teen Mom can get their 
lives together, then certainly you can as well, 
right?!
 
How real is it?
People often criticize reality TV for not being 
“real,” which seems to be valid criticism. Even 
though most of the shows are not scripted, 
people are often put in strange situations 
that would make a lot of people act crazy. 
Furthermore, shows often choose eccentric 
individuals to make things more interesting. 
We frequently see people performing really 
badly in talent shows and the only reason 
to put those auditions in the show is because 
they generate views. And of course there is the 
aspect of being on TV that makes people act 
different. So even though the people on your 
favorite reality TV show might not read lines, 
it is not completely real either. There are also 
shows that actually are more like “normal” 
TV shows, for instance The Hills. Which is a 
reality TV show that revolves around the lives 
of “normal” people in L.A., however, at the end 
of the final episode the producer calls cut and 
you see that the beautiful background of the 

Hollywood sign is actually fake. Of course 
it would be possible to make a real reality 
show, with normal people going about their 
everyday lives; working, buying groceries, do-
ing chores, but if we are being really truthful, 
would you really watch that?
 
Reality TV Stars
Reality TV has created a new type of stars; 
people being famous for being famous. Kim 
Kardashian is the perfect example; after an 
ex leaked their sex tape, she and her family 
got their own reality TV show and they have 
been famous ever since. Most stars become 
famous because they can act or sing, but this 
generation stars does not seem to be capable 
of either (though they sometimes try…).
 
The Effects of Watching
Reality TV often seems to reward bad behav-
ior; get drunk day after day and you get your 
own show, get knocked up at sixteen and you 
get your own show, be really mean when 
you criticize people’s singing voices and, you 
guessed it, you get your own show. There are 
some shows that do not focus on bad be-
havior, but somehow the scenes that involve 
good behavior seem to be a lot less interesting 

that the scenes that do not. Parents and scien-
tists have wondered whether it would be best 
to not watch reality TV, but is it really that 
harmful to watch? Since 16 and Pregnant first 
aired in 2009, teen pregnancies have actually 
declined in the United States. The TV show 
is probably not the only reason, but having 
more people, and teenagers in particular, 
know about the consequences of unprotected 
sex definitely is part of the reason. So it seems 
to be a little harsh to say that watching reali-
ty TV only has negative effects.
 
Almost anything has been made into a reality 
TV show, but somehow new shows start 
airing each year. Some people question how 
much further it will go, how long will it be 
before we end up watching children kill each 
other for entertainment just like they do in The 
Hunger Games? Luckily things haven’t pro-
gressed to that stage yet, so for now why not 
just enjoy watching a few episodes of Sister 
Wives? Sometimes all you want to do after a 
long day of studying is watching something 
stupid on TV so your brains can get some 
well-deserved rest, and that, my friends, is the 
real success behind reality TV.

The ‘Reality’ of Reality TV

Ilse de Wit
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Well, maybe in the Netherlands the sky is 
not Carolina blue because it is probably rain-
ing. In Chapel Hill the sky is almost always 
Carolina blue, and if it isn’t, then everything 
else is blue. Blue shirts, bags, books, flags, 
shoes, sweatpants; you name it and it exists 
in Carolina blue. So as you might have 
guessed, the color of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill is blue. This means 
that now also my closet is filled with more 
blue than I had ever imagined.

I have been studying at UNC for four months 
now, so my adventure is almost over. But 
before I get all sentimental about leaving, let 
me start at the beginning. When I first arrived 
at UNC I was a bit overwhelmed by the size of 
the campus. It is like everything else in Amer-
ica: Big, huge and massive. Walking from one 
end of campus to the other takes about half 
an hour. Though I don’t see that as a negative 
point because the campus is beautiful. There 
are trees, flowers, and squirrels everywhere.

UNC is the typical American university as you 
see it in the movies. Sports are a huge part 
of daily life here, as we have a student team 
in almost every sport (even quidditch, not 
kidding).  Basketball is the most popular sport 
and student tickets are so popular that you 
have to enter a lottery to get them. Luckily for 
us poor international students, we get extra 

chances in the lottery so that we can attend at 
least one game. I had the luck to get tickets to 
three games and it is the best thing I have ever 
experienced. People start lining up outside 
the Dean Dome hours before the game starts 
to get the best seats. Once inside, everyone is 
in UNC gear and yelling the Carolina cheers. 
Unfortunately we were not able to beat our 
biggest rival Duke University this year, but we 
definitely will next year!

I do have to educate you about Duke Univer-
sity because this is very important if you want 
to understand us UNC Tar Heels (we are called 
Tar Heels because of the persistence of North 
Carolinians to stay were they were in a battle 
during the Civil War). Duke is a private univer-
sity about eight miles away from UNC, and 
we hate them. No I am not kidding. We really 
hate them. We play two basketball games 
against them every year. I think I can safely 
say that these games are the most important 
events throughout the year. Regular tickets for 
these games are sold for more than two thou-
sand dollars, and you only have a change in 
the student lottery if you are a senior. All sad 
ticketless students get together in bars and 
scream the ‘Hate Duke’ cheers at the TV in 
their ‘Beat Duke’ shirts. Enough about Duke for 
now because they do not deserve that much 
attention.
   

Let’s talk about how great UNC is. I would 
recommend studying abroad at UNC to every-
one! Of course it is not always fun and you 
will miss your family and friends, but you will 
have so many new experiences and friends 
from all over the world. UNC is a great school 
to study as an international student because 
there are so many students from different 
parts of the world and walks of life. All these 
people are united by the common Carolina 
identity and part of the Carolina family. I 
know this probably sounds very cheesy, but 
it is really the truth! And there is of course the 
southern hospitality of the people that makes 
you feel welcome and it will even transform 
you into the nicest person on earth.

foreign affairs

“If God 
is not a 
Tar Heel, 
then 
why is 
the sky 
Carolina 
blue?”

Finally I would like to share a little piece or 
Carolina culture with you:
“I am a Tar Heel born, I am a Tar Heel bred.
And when I die I am a Tar Heel dead.
So it’s rah rah Car’lina, Car’lina
Rah rah Car’lina, Car’lina
Go to hell Duke”

This is a fragment of Hark the Sound, the 
alma mater of the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill. We sing this song after 
every game, whether we win or lose. And 
although I might not be a Tar Heel born, or a 
Tar Heel bred, but when I die I am definitely a 
Tar Heel dead.

Jutta Serrarens

Would you like to learn more about the 
illustrious xiāngjiāo pínggu, or “banana 
apple”? Or do you just want to know what 
they are shouting to each other when you 
get Chinese takeout? Well, then you should 
consider doing the China Studies minor.

The minor consists of four courses, but you 
only need to take three of them. Chinees 
voor beginners I and II are mandatory, and 
that is where you learn to speak Chinese (or 
where you stare at your book, hoping that 
the teacher will not ask you a question). The 
teacher, Ms. Yanmin Tao, is quite nice, but 
she also acts a bit like a ‘tiger mom’. Don’t 
expect any breaks during a two-hour semi-
nar, but Ms. Tao is very willing to help you if 
you don’t understand something. And hey, 
at the end of every class, she will show you 
how to give yourself an eye massage! The 
exams for the language courses consist of a 
written vocabulary exam (which is multiple 
choice) and an oral exam, where you need 
to answer some questions. Given that each 
course earns you 5 ECTS in just 7 weeks, 
they are quite dense and you need to keep 

learning new words for every class. These 
surely are no courses for slackers.

In addition to that, you need to choose 
either China: Geschiedenis & Samenleving 
(CGS) or China: Talen, Culturen, Communi-
catie (TCC). CGS is a very interesting survey 
course on how modern day China came to 
be, and I would definitely recommend this 
course if you would like to know how the 
Chinese form of communism developed into 
its current pragmatic. At the end of the last 
period, there is one big written exam. I also 
chose the TCC course, but I dropped out after 
a few seminars. Even though the course 
description is quite interesting, the lecturer 
assumes that you have prior knowledge 
about communication theories. That makes 
it a hard course to take if you aren’t enrolled 
in Communication Studies. For this course, 
you need to take a written exam and write a 
research paper. In Dutch. The horror. Should 
you choose China Studies, zhège xiǎo hěn 
yǎu yìsi! Báibái!

minor issue

Timo Nijssen
(Xiānshēng Tiānmù Nàisī)

China 
Studies
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Success in Hollywood seems to be guaran-
teed−or at least more likely−when movies 
and television shows are based on books 
even if they are not completely faithful. 
Take, for instance, HBO’s Game of Thrones, a 
series that is incredibly popular even though 
its plot is diverging from the novels. While 
faithful readers might be somewhat disap-
pointed, the creators of the show are given 
plenty of leeway and viewers still await 
each episode hoping their favourite charac-
ter won’t die this week. While this works for 
the fantasy show Game of Thrones, things 
were not this simple for one of HBO’s other 
successes, Generation Kill; a show about a 
first reconnaissance unit of U.S. marines in 
the first weeks of the American invasion of 
Iraq in 2003.

The problem lies in the age-old question that 
accompanies all adaptations: How faithful 
should the show be to its source material? 
What the answer to that question usually 
comes down to is that as long as the major 
plot lines and characters are represented 
faithfully, viewers are often alright with some 
diversions from their beloved books. But how 
does this work when the source material is 
not a work of fiction, but a journalistic ac-

count of a sensitive topic like the Iraq War?
Generation Kill started as a work of literary 
journalism by Rolling Stones journalist Evan 
Wright who wrote his book while working as 
an embedded journalist with a front line unit 
of marines during the invasion of Iraq. The 
genre of literary journalism is ambiguous in 
itself, but in its core it is about factual report-
ing while using literary embellishments in 
the style of writing, such as framing scenes to 
create dramatic effect, putting emphasis on 
people, and a focusing on the mundane rather 
than glorifying events. Although this way of 
framing true events can read like fiction, there 
is the assurance that all events in the book 
are facts. It are just facts that are presented in 
such a fashion as to create a big emotional 
response.

In the HBO adaptation Generation Kill of 
2008, instead of an assurance of facts, there is 
just the promise of fact, one that always ac-
companies the based-on-a-true-story shows. 
But even the mention of based-on-a-true-sto-
ry often lends credibility, especially in a media 
landscape in which many people get the bulk 
of their information from television, movies, 
and internet instead of more traditional news 
sources such as printed newspapers. The core 
of shows like Generation Kill can be rooted in 
fact, but this promise of fact can easily abuse 
its power and omit distinctions between truth 
and fiction. Because, let’s face it, even though 
shows like Generation Kill promote them-
selves as telling a true story, the main goal is 
ratings. Networks like HBO have to entertain 

their audience and tell a complete and com-
prehensive story in seven hour-long episodes. 
If the only goal was to be informative, Gener-
ation Kill could have made a documentary. 
Because they only have a limited time to tell 
the story there are compromises and some-
times this leads to the merging or omission of 
characters, the loss of subplots or sometimes 
even the changing of major plot lines to fit 
in better with the rest of the story, and in this 
way adaptations blur the lines between truth 
and fiction.

HBO’s Generation Kill makes compromises as 
well; it has characters say things that were 
said by soldiers that were not even present in 
that moment, it omits scenes, and exaggerates 
others which has been the reason for a lot of 
criticism. However, HBO has said that it has 
tried its hardest to stay as close to the truth as 
possible and I do believe they have succeeded. 
Changes in dialogue or the merging of two 
people into one character are of course un-
thinkable in factual reporting, but this show 
gets the people and the general atmosphere 
that Evan Wright has attempted to bring to 
life on the pages of his book. The audience is 
given action scenes and explosions, but it also 
makes a good effort to show the mundane, 
boring, and slow moments in between. Au-
diences get to see how bad conditions can be 
for the marines, how a wooden crapper box 
is their only luxury, and how these marines 

are completely dependent on a sometimes 
incompetent chain of command. Generation 
Kill manages to get the truth of the situation 
across, even though it does not get all the 
facts right.

Where to draw the line between truth and 
fiction and how to determine when an ad-
aptation−of a fictional or a factual work−is 
successful will always be questions that will 
be hotly debated, but in the case of Gener-
ation Kill we might take the lead from the 
most qualified people in this case: the ma-
rines in question. Both Evan Wright and HBO 
have consulted the marines about their way 
of depicting the events of the Iraq invasion 
and the marines were also asked to view the 
series before it was released to make sure the 
show honours the life of the marines that are 
put on display. If these marines are able to 
accept both the book and the show as good 
attempts to portray their lives−even with their 
shortcomings−who are scholars, critics, or the 
general audience to argue if Generation Kill 
is faithful or trustworthy enough. Take the 
show for what it is: a jumble of many different 
perspectives and interpretations that tries to 
do justice to the people it depicts while also 
making a successful miniseries with a nice 
profit.

Truth in Fiction

HBO’s 
Generation 

Kill
Lisa van Kessel
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america explained

Spring break in America is 
not just any other vacation, 
because for many students 
it is the vacation. It is their 
time to enjoy the weather, 
go to the beach and party 
until the break of dawn. 
Every year, somewhere in 
March or April, college stu-
dents all around the United 
States get a week off from 
their studies. This time has 
become a legendary time 
for students and gives them 
the opportunity to do any-
thing God has forbidden. 

Spring break as a part of 
American culture.
Spring break is not only a 
time for college students 
to party; it has developed 
into an important part of 
American college life and 
American culture. Almost 

Where to spend it?
Obviously, no college student in the US wants 
to spend this week at home. Here are some of 
the top favorite destinations for spring break:

1. Miami Beach, FL. Miami is the ultimate 
place to be during spring break. There are 
festivals, parties and beaches full of college 
students who do nothing else but get tanned 
and party.

2. Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Want to ‘explore’ 
the world a little more? No better way to do 
so than by partying it up in Mexico. Aside 
from Cabo, Cancún is also a very popular 
spring break destination in Mexico.

3. Lastly, of course, there is Las Vegas, Neva-
da, which is a classic. There is no better place 
to party in the US than in Sin City. Sure, Miami 
has beautiful beaches, but Vegas has casinos, 
nightclubs and bars everywhere you look. 

every American has experienced spring break 
at some point in their lives, and students are 
looking forward to it all year long.

It also featured as a central theme in various 
movies such as Spring Breakers, Monte Carlo 
or She’s All That. Not only movies are influ-
enced by the phenomenon of spring break, 
there are also several TV shows that have 
used spring break as a theme. For example, 
the old-time series Degrassi has made a movie 
where its characters go on spring break, and 
almost every crime series has at least one 
episode during which someone ends up dead 
at a crazy spring break party.

Spring break taking over?
Over the years spring break has gained 
popularity, and not just in the US, but all over 
the world. People are specifically coming to 
America during this time of year to join the 
fun, parties and festivals. Yet, spring break is 
not only attracting tourists to come to the US 
and Mexico, many travel agencies are using 
the impressive reputation that spring break 
has reached to attract people to go to desti-
nations such as Malta, or Ibiza. This shows 
that spring break is very much being used 
as a business strategy, which by all means 
contributes to the idea that this one week has 
become something legendary.

1

2

3

Spring 
Break

Loes van den Wijngaard



The Issue  |  summer 2015  |  1716  |  The Issue  |  summer 2015

prose/poetry

She would yell at me when I forgot to use a 
coaster, or closed the door to the bathroom after 

showering, preventing the steam from dissipating 
and she still does it when I go to visit her, after 
months of nagging on her part because I hate 

going to her house due to her maternal tyranny 
triggering my increasingly childlike behavior that 

always makes us come to blows, and then I’m 
rushing off to catch the next bus home while she 

is left behind fuming over her irreverent daughter, 
not taking into consideration that a twenty-some-

thing-year-old doesn’t need to be reminded to 
brush her teeth, and both of us swearing for the 
umpteenth time that this really is the last time 
that I am/she is coming over, only to repeat the 

same process after six weeks of dead air followed 
by a month of me hanging up on her when she 
starts yelling ten minutes into the conversation, 

supposedly because I’m not listening to her while 
really it is her who doesn’t hear anything I say, 

again the irreverent daughter, forever her mother’s 
“baby,”  still having to learn not to take the bait, 
hooked again when she says, “baby, you really 

have to start watching what you eat” or when her 
compliments are followed by a “but…”, nothing 
ever being able to satiate her standards, relent-
lessly well-intentioned, but yet again we come 

to blows, this time in my house, my territory, my 
turf, my turn to send her on her way, her pride 

turning her pain into mocking laughter, guilt slurs 
making their way up the stairs as she walks down 
them towards the front door, again the irreverent 
daughter, the inherited pride refusing to chase her 
down, stoically internalizing her guilt instead, her 

absence once more replaced by the voice in my 
head that sounds remarkably like her but isn’t, it’s 
decibels subsiding as the dead air persists only to 
be returned to full volume with the next “baby”.

Baby
Francis Arts

f(r)amed

Remember when video games were hard? 
Those good old days of playing Prince of 
Persia or Contra on the Super Nintendo and 
dying over and over again because you were 
one tiny pixel too close to an enemy. Any 
kid growing up playing games in the 1990s 
will probably remember. Believe it or not, 
but throwing a controller through the room 
after rage quitting is an integral part of 
video game culture. Some gamers feel that 
the growth of the industry has led to games 
becoming easier and more forgiving. Those 
gamers have not played Bloodborne.

Anyone picking up the new Playstation 4 
exclusive Bloodborne might as well get used 
to reading the words ‘You are dead’ because 
they are going to see them a lot. Set in a 
fictional Victorian world filled with were-
wolves and other Lovecraftian monsters, this 
game puts skills to the test. In the role of a 
so-called hunter the player must progress by 
slaying nearly everything in its path in an 
attempt to collect as many ‘blood echoes’ as 
possible. These serve as currency for buying 
and upgrading weapons and are also used to 
level up. This is essential if the player wants 
to stand a chance against the game’s many 
enemies. One mistake can easily lead to death 
in mere seconds, especially against bosses. 
Dodging and staying on the offensive are key 
as lost health can be recovered right after 
taking a hit by slashing away at an enemy.

Though the game has a different name and 
setting, Bloodborne is the latest entry in 
the so called Souls-franchise developed by 
From Software. Its predecessors are Demon’s 
Souls(PS3), Dark Souls(PS3, Xbox360, PC) 
and Dark Souls 2(PS3, Xbox360, PC, PS4, 
Xbox One). Unlike Bloodborne, these games 
are all set in more conventional fantasy 
worlds of knights, castles, and age-old angry 
giants. What holds the franchise together 
is its relentless difficulty. With its focus on 
fast-paced, aggressive combat, Bloodborne 
manages to make the challenge even greater. 
This is a must-have for any gamer who wants 
to earn their victories.

Frank Kruijsbeek
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